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rSEFACE 


Sir Ep^vI^ Arnold 1o\ ed India and Indians lie under- 
stood and a]i]ireciatcd tlic conntT\ and the ])0ople more 
full} than iicrhaps am Englishman has cAcr done He 
saAs m his India Kcii’^ilcd 

“ I ha\e found nothing hut friendliness and courtes} 
aiuoii" the millions of this land from strangers, townsfolk, 
peasants serA ants men women and children I have 
witnessed a thousand instances of simple Airtucs — of 
chantA of domestic affection of natural courtesy, of in- 
hercut modestv of honest digmtA of dcAmtion, of piety, of 
clad human hfe — liaA e encountered grace and goodness, in 
jias'^mc as one encounters bright birds and fair flowers, 
liaA e become endeared to this kindred and emhsed popula- 
tion AAhose intellectual and religious history is so noble ” 

"^s a consequence this generous and Ingh-souled Engbsb- 
mau IS loAcd by Indians and his iwritings are held by them 
in Inch o'^teem He was not a casual Ausitor but a resident 
official for many years in the Western Presidency, as 
Principal of the Deccan Government College, and that 
during the MutmA in 1857 He was an emment Sanskrit 
scliol ir and kncAi Arabic and Persian well He could hold 
Ills own m discussing abstruse points of philosophy mth a 
leanicd Pandit or an accomplished MouJdAn, and, on the 
other hand, he could converse freely with the unlettered 
lanial of the countrv-sidc m his oAvn Aeniacular 
^ Hr AAss 1 fjorn ])oet At Oxford he A\as aAvarded the 
XcAAdigatc prize for English poetry m 1856 He suhse- 
qiKiillv Avrote sca eral a olumes of verse, some of tliem trans- 
from Latin and Greek classics, but his best work 
Ai.is ni Irauslating from Sanskrit, Persian, and Arabic 


VI 


SELEGTIOICS FROM ARNOLD 


The Light oj Ana is Arnold s innstcrpicro It is a vork 
of great beauty, a story of intense interest vhicli neAer 
flags for an instant The dcscriptne scenes are draw n with 
the hand of a master, the eye of a poet and the skill of an 
expert, everywhere chamiinc; and always musical There 
IS scarcely a line which is not genuine poetry 

No finer work could be put into the hands of Indian 
students, alike on account of the grace and beauty of the 
verses, the faultless music of their rhythm and the rharnung 
exposition of Indian thought, Indian iihilosophy, and the 
matchless description of Indian scenery There is nothing 
like it m the English language 

In this little volume of Selections, The Light of Ana has 
been abridged in simple prose, the \ery words and phrases 
of the onginal poem being used as far as possible Inter- 
spersed in the prose are a number of extracts of the most 
stnkmg passages of the poetr}'- Here and there a simple 
term has been substituted for a difficult word which might 
puzzle a schoolboy 

The illustrations m the text of The Light of A<an an 
those of the original illustrated edition, a magiuh(.t nt issu> 
by Trubner in 1884, with the generous permission of this 
firm, to whom the thanks of the Editor arc tendered 
These illustrations arc very \aluable, being taken from 
ancient Buddhist sculptures, and illustrate the eustoms, 
habits, and dress of Indians oxer 2000 xiars ago 

The other poetical selections are from Arnold’s Lotub and 
Jeiiel, The Song Celestial or Bhagaiud-GUd, and Indian 
Idylls, and xvill appeal strongly to Indian students 

The dehghtful word pictures m the prose extracts art 
from India Levistted Of this book, Sir 31 E Grant Duff, 
sometime Governor of Madras, a most accomphshtd critic, 
said in the Contemporary Revieu 

“ It IS, beyond all comparison, the very best description 
of India that ever was written Numbers of us have been 
India as Sir Edwin Arnold saw it, but only a man of genius 
coidd hax e put his impressions on paper in the w'a> that he 
has done ” 
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The Light of Asia. 

1 The Birth .^esd Childhood of Buddha 

Holy boolcs say that the yorld is ruled by four Regents 
yho sit beloy the highest sphere Tvhere God reigns 
Uuder these Regents, and nearer to the earth, but high 
aboie it, there are zones uhere verj^ saintly spirits wait 
for tlurtv thousand years and are then ]iorn again and 
h\ e as men on the earth Among them y as Buddha, 
and yhen his turn came he said 

“ Xow I go to help the world, 

Tills last of many tunes , for birth and death will 
end after this for me 


1 


n 
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SELkCTIOXS FROM ARNOLD 


I ^Mll go do^\ii among tlie Sak}as 
Under the sonthnard snows of Himalay 
AYhere pious people live and a just kmg ” 

That night Maya, the Queen of King Suddhodana, 
dreamed that a star from heaven entered her At the 
same time a lovely mght shone aU over the earth and a 
voice from the air said, “ Buddha is come ” The wise 
men at court who Icnew how to interpret dreams all said, 



Tue 'MCRcriAvra drino Uicn Cifts 
(From the Archteologlcal '^ur\ej of Imlii) 


“The Queen wiU bear a boy, a holy child, vho will 
bring into the world light and knowledge ” Thus was 
Buddha born to Maya, wfe of Suddhodana, rajah of 
the Sakyas in the city Kapilavastu 

Then the King gave orders that the city should keeji 
liigh festival, so the roads vere all svept clean, the 
streets were strewed mth roses, flags nere hung out of 
the wmdows, and merry crowds gazed at jugglers and 
snake-charmers, and there was great rejoicing and 
singing of songs and music the v hole day 

YTien the news spread oi er the land, merchants came 


I J it. 




3 


THE LIGHT OF ASIA 

from afar bringing rich gifts to show liow glad they 
were, they brought precious stones, and gold, and 
costly robes and sandalwood With them came an 
ancient sage a white-haired saint, named Asita 

“ One whose cars, 

Long closed to earthly things ennght hcaycnly sounds 
And heard at prai or beneath his pcepnl tree, 

The Deyas ^ smgmg songs at Buddha’s birth ” 

'IWicn the King and Queen heard of lum they w^ent 
out to greet him Queen Maya tried to lay her babe 
before his holy feet that he might bless the cluld 

“ But when he saw the Pnnee the old man cried, 

‘ Ah Queen not so,' and thereupon he touched 
Eight times the dust laid his waste \nsage there 
Saving ' 0 Babe ' I worship ' Thou art He, 

Thou art Buddh ’ ” 

Then he went on to tell the wondermg father that 
the child had come from heayen to teach the world and 
to fill It with hght and Me “ But thou, sweet Queen,” 
he said, “ shalt suffer no more woe, — for aks ' Me is 
woe —no more pam, but m one short week shalt attain 
the close of all pam and pass to a painless world ” 

And so it fell out 


“ For on the seventh evening 
Queen Maya smihng slept, and waked no more, 
Ihacsing direct into the third heaven ” 

Mlien the Prince w as eight years old the King sent 
for tlie famous sage Viswmnutra, wasest of living men, 


* Aogels 
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SELFCTIONS FROM ARXOLD 


and entrusted to him the education of tlie Prince, -svhom 
he had named Siddartha or the “ All Prospering,” for 

not yet was he kno-um as Buddha 
The sage taught Inm all that he 
knew, but, strange to say, he ever 
found his pupil knew more than 
he did, on every subject , he knew 
every language, he could count the 
stars, he could count the drops of 
ram that fell m ten thousand 
years m all the world, he could 
go back into the past, the jnaha 
halpas or past ages of the gods 
ITet.withhis boundless knowledge, 
he was meek and humble, ever 
addressmg his teacher as Aclumja 
Tnh bAOE abit\ ASD THE iiAD^ But whcH he told the number of 

(rromthsm^eTe.npiesat ^toms in the bcaffis of the Sim, 
Viswamitra fell on his face 

“ Prostrate before the boy, ‘ For thou,’ he cried, 

‘ Art teacher of thy teachers — thou, not I, 

Art Guru Oh, I worship thee, si\eet Pnnce ' 

That comest to my school only to show 
Thou knowest all ivithout the books ’ ” 

Then Prmce Siddartha learnt to ride, to shoot, and 
to drive a chariot But in the nudst of his sports he 
would, now and then, stop and seem lost in a m&tful 
dream A'et he knen nothing, so far, of sorroiv or pain 
or tears 

One day in the spimg season, nhen the Prince was 
out riding in the country ■\4ath his cousin Devadatta, a 
flock of mid swans passed flying far overhead to their 
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IlUl U^ De\ \DATTA, FALUM TO Till GrOUAD 



c SELECTIONS FROM ARNOLD 

home in the Himalayas Devaclatta took his bow and 
shot an arro-\\ into tlie breast of the leading swan, so 
that it fell bleedmg to the earth Pnnce Siddartha 
saw it fall He picked up the poor ■nounded bird, 
soothed its fnght, spoke gently to it, drew out the 
steel-tipped arrou, put cool leaves and honey to the 
woimd, and stopped the bleedm'^ Then Devadatta 
claimed the swan as his, because he had shot it But 
the Prince would not give it up Then the two boys 
agreed to refer the matter to the wise A council was 
held Some said this and some said that At last an 
unknown pnest arose and said, “ The swan belongs to 
the Pnnce, who saved its hfe If hfe be worth anythmg, 
he who saves hfe owns the hvmg thmg, not he who 
sought to slay it ” So weighty were these words, and 
so holy seemed the pnest who uttered them, that all 
agreed that his judgment was just But no one had 
ever seen him before, and when the Kmg sought for him, 
to do him honour, he could not be found, but someone 
saw a hooded snake ghde forth from where he stood 
“ The gods ofttimes come hke this ” The Pnnce took 
the bird, kissed it, and let it go, and away it flew to join 
its fellows 

Some time after this the Kmg took his son with lum 
to ride through the country and see how beautiful it 
looked, for it vas the spnngtime and the farmers were 
busy ploughing their fields, and all nature seemed 
smihng and gay 

So they rode into a land of veils and gardens, where 
all up and do-wn the fertile fields the oxen were dragging 
the ploughs, and long furrows in the rich red soil could 
be seen into which the sovers vere pouring the brovm 
seed All around the songs of birds could be heard m 
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THL LIGHT OF ASIA 

the jtrngle tlicv -eerc 'biuldnig tlioir ncsls, t\hilc the 
thickets ^^c^c filled \Nnlh insects and hcellcs and ants 
and with hzards which hod crept out into the sunshine 
from their ludiiig-placcs Birds of many kinds flew 
about the s\m-birds flashed ui and out of the mango 
lca^es and the touk, tonk the loud ringing notes of the 
coppersmith could be heard The bright bee-eaters u eie 
chasing the butterflies as they flew about in the sun- 
slune Avlule imdemeath the little striped grey squirrels 



Tni Kwrt-'Kh.v, iiis Son out to srr Ttin Cm or K^riL-HAaro 
(Iron a lota founJ at Kiila) 


raced about and the mynas hopped along on the lawns 
The “ se\eii sisters ” chattered loudly m the bushes, and 
the spotted klugfisliers hung, poised on their ivings, over 
tlie ]ioo]s and tanks, and the kites flew in great circles, 
screaming as they flew The do^es cooed as they sat 
on the walls of the wells, while over every temple the 
]o\el\ painted peacocks flew' Far off could be heard 
ilie \dlago drums at some marriage feast in the distant 
\ jllaiies 

k\er\’lhing looked bright and beautiful, all nature 
seemed to rejoice, and the Prince w as delighted “ Yes,” 
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lie said, “tins is a beautiful u orld , c^ er} tiling and c^ cry- 
bodr seem quite lia]i]H and glad to be alne 

But after a v^liilc as be ga7ed on tbc scene around 
luin ncv. tbongbts cainc into lus nuiid as be mused 
“ Those farmers ’ be said to bmiself, “ bon bard they 
work , borr tbev sweat as tliev drnc their ploughs along 
m the blazing sun tber must toil and toil all dav to earn 
their wages or tber could not live and tbc patient o\cn 
mtb their great eves bon tbeir sides arc goaded by tbc 
driver' if the men noik bard bon miicb harder tbc 
oxen work, dragging the bear r plough along ' bon 
tbev must bate their hard task to nbicb they are forced 
br their ornier ' Then, as the Prince looked carcfull} 
at the other ammals, it seemed to him as if they were 
all engaged m one great plot to murder one another 
the lizard sn aliened the insects as fast as be could , the 
snake caught the lizard to eat it and the kite swooped 
domi from the air as soon as he san the snake, caught 
up the snake and the bzard in lus claws and ate them 
both Tlie langfisher darted down into the water and 
caught a fish and iramediatelv a hank which had been 
notching him snatched away the fish from him and 
earned it off the slmke chased the bulbul and killed 
it as it nas itself chasmg the butterflies and eatmg 
them , all the buds n ere kiUmg insects, everyn here some 
creature was killmg some other creature, everywhere he 
san death notluug hut death 

IMien he saw all tlus the Prince was filled nith 
sadness Is tlus,” he said “ is this the happy earth 
I nas brought here to see ’ Let me alone a httle, nhile 

I think o\ er this I must find some remedy for all this 
noe 
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2 Prince Siddartha jlirries Yasodiiara 

YTien the Pnnce attained the age of eighteen years 
the King Suddhodana thought it ivas time for lum to 
be niamed So, aecording to ancient custom, he called 
a coimcil of his nobles and asked their advice in this 
matter The eldest and ivisest of them advised him to 
proclaim a great festival and invite to it the fairest 
maidens of the noblest Sakya famibes, so that the Pnnce 
might himself choose one of them to be his bnde “ Do 
not choose for him,” said the wise old man, “ let him 
make his own choice ” 

This advice seemed good, and the King followed it 
The cner proclaimed the festival, a court of pleasure, 
and minted to it all the fairest maidens of the noble 
Sakya houses with their famihes They were to come, 
beautifully dressed, and walk past the Pnnce, who would 
give prizes to them all, but the most costly prize he 
would bestow upon the maiden vhom he considered to 
be the most beautiful of them all On the day appomted 
they all came to the palace, dressed m their best, with 
their fathers and mothers A fair show it i\as of those 
lovely Indian girls as they slowly walked past the throne 
vnth their laige black eyes fixed modestly on the ground 
Each maiden took her gift from the hand of the Prince 
with down-dropped hds, afraid to gaze, so full of awe 
she was, and so hke a god seemed Siddartha So they 
passed, one bright maid after another, the flowers of 
Kapilavastii, yet the Prmce sat unmoved, but smiled 
graciously on each Last of all came young Yasodhara, 
fairest of them all She had the form of an angel, the 
gait of a goddess, and a face so fair that v ords cannot 
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paint its charm Those ^\ho stood around sail the 
Prince start \\hen he looped at her She w alked gracctiilly 
pa';! but she hfted her lovelv eyes and mth her stately 
neck unbent and her head erect gared full at the Pnnee 
and snnhngly said “ Is there a gift for me ” Tlie 
Prince too gazed into her eyes and in that inoineiit 
the heart of each ivent out to the otlier Tlie Pniicc 
imdid a priceless emerald necklace from Ins tliroat and 
clasped its sparlchng green gems around her n aist, soft 
as siUi: and she vralked on sinibng 

All this ivas told the Bang He nas delighted, for 
Yasodhara rras of prmcely hneage her father one of Ins 
most trusted nobles But according to ancient Sakya 
custom \\hen any suitor desired to wed a maid of noble 
fauulv, he had first to show that he was worthy of her, 
he had to “ prove his skill m all manly sports agamst all 
comers Her father said to the King “ My daughter 
IS sought by many prmces far and near , if your noble 
son can bend the bow, if he can use a sword and nde a 
horse better than any other suitor, then he may urge 
his suit Tlien the King was sore at heart, for there 
vould come agamst his son 

“ Devadatta foremost at the bow, 

Aidjima master of aU fiery steeds. 

And Xanda chief in sword-play , but the Prmce 
Laughed low and said, ‘ These tlnngs, too, I have 
learned , 

I^lake proclamation that thy son iviU meet 
til comers at their chosen games I think 
I shall not lose my love for such as these ’ ” 

^ bo proclamatiou w as made that on the seventh day 

1 rinco Siddartha would meet all comers and contest 
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witli them tlie prize, winch would be the hand of 
Yasodharn 

So on the seventh day all the coimtry round flocked 
to tlie mmdan or fleld of conflict The best and bravest 
of aU the noble Sakya youth were there , the Pnnee 
came too on his white horse Kantaka, unmatched for 
courage, strength, and speed "When he saw Yasodhara 
he smiled bnghtly, leaped to the groimd and cried, “ He 
IS not worthy of the pnze who is not worthiest of us aU 
Come forth, oh smtors, and contest the pnze with me ” 

Then Nanda challenged aU smtors to compete with 
him m archery “ Let us see,” he said, “ who can shoot 
an arrow farthest, iismg the same bow ” Three archers 
shot at a large drum a long way ofi Each pierced the 
drum, but Devadatta drove his arrow nght through it 
Then the bow was brought to the Prmce He drew it 
vnth such strength that the two horns at the tips met, 
and the thick body of the bow snapped in two “ This 
bow IS only flt for boys to play with,” said the Prmce 
laughmg, “ it IS not flt for men to shoot with Is there 
no better bow than this for me to use ^ ” Then someone 
said, “ There is the great bow m the temple It belonged 
to a imghty hero of the olden times, but no one m 
these days can even strmg it, much less shoot ivith 
it ” “ Brmg forth that boi\,” cried the Prmce, “ it is 
the weapon of a man ” So they brought it out It was 
made of black steel Siddartha tried its strength across 
his Imee “ Yes,” he said, “ this is a proper bow for 
a Sakya lord to use Shoot with this, my cousins,” 
he added, turmng to the tliree archers vho had shot 
already All three tried, but not one of them could 
bend it even by a hair’s breadth Then the lauglung 
Prince took it up, bent it easily, fitted the arrow to the 



TIIF LIGHT or ASIA 

^tnu£i aud diot it fortli The nrroM sang loud and 
clca/as It flew through the air It ^^ont riglit through 
the farthest dmm, and then on and on till it iias lost 
to sight in the far distance This showed beyond a 
doubt that no one could \'ie mth the rnnee in archery 

Then Dc^ adatta challenged all to show their strength 
and shill with the sword He sliced in two a tree six 
fingers thick Ardjmia did the same wath a tree seven 
fingers thick and Nanda cut through nine inches The 
Pwice came last He chose two trees growing close 
t ogether side bv side He drove his sharji sw ord through 
both of them w itli such strength and slall that the trees 
did not even move nor fall apart, tdl a light breeze 
sprang up and blew ofi the tops The people clapped 
their liands and now the Prmce was again the inctor 

The last test was m horsemanship to try w^ho could 
ride a hoi-se be'^t 

The Prince mounted his white horse Kantaka and 
^oou left his rivals far behind But Nanda said that he 
too would win if he rode Kantaka , the race only showed 
how fast Kantaka could rmi, not how^ the Prince could 
ride , he asked that an imbroken horse should be 
lirought, so that men might see who could nde him best 
So thev brought out a horse black as mght, unbroken, 
fieice and luitanied, for no rider had ever been able to 
vit on Inm He wuss led by three chains Three times 
three voung Sakva nobles sprang on his mighty back, 
but he reared furiously aud flung them ofi so that they 
hi on the earth m dust and shame only Ardjima kept 
]iu seat awhile but he too was throivn to the ground 
lud iiemb killed by the sat age beast which bit lum 
badli TJicn the Prince came forwvard and said, “ Let 
go ihe duins. I will hold him hv his forelock only” 
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He put lus liancl on the head of tlic fiery steed, spoke 
loiv words into Ins ear, and stroked his face gently ihen 
he stood qiute still i\hde the Prince mounted him, and 
rode him up and doi\’n before all the people He neighed 
Mith delight, and obeyed the sbghtest touch of the Ivnee 
of his nder 

Then all the siutors hailed >Siddartha as the victor 
and said that he was the best of them all The father 
of the maid welcomed him as his son-in-Iaw, and she 
herself bowed low before him and put a wreath of flowers 
round his neck to show that she accepted him as her 
lord 

Then the pair were wedded with the ancient ntes of 
the Sakya clan , they took the seven steps thrice around 
the sacred flue, the garments of the bride and bndegroom 
were tied together, gifts presented to holy men, temple 
offermgs made, and the grey-headed father spoke 
“ Worshipful Pnnce ' She who was ours is henceforth 
only thme , be good to her, for she has her hfe in thee ” 

Then the wedded pair uent home Kmg Suddho- 
dana had bmlt a lovely palace for them to five m, it 
was called Vishramvan 

“ In all the earth no marvel was 
Like Vishramvan, the Pnnce’s pleasure-place 
Midway m those -wide palace-grounds there rose 
A verdant hiU whose base Rohim bathed, 
Murmuring adown Himalaya’s broad feet. 

To bear its tribute into Gunga’s waves 
Southward a grmrth of tamarind trees and sal 
Thick set ■with pale sky-coloured lovelv flov ers, 

Shut out the world, save when the city’s hum 
Came on the vand no harsher than vhen bees 
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Hum out of sight m thickets Northivarcls soared 
The stainless slopes of huge Himala’s ivaU, 

Eanged m •white ranks against the blue — untrod, 
Infinite, -wonderful — uliose uplands vast, 
i\jid lifted imiverse of crest and crag. 

Shoulder and slielf, green slope and icy horn. 

Led climbing thought higher and higher, imtil 
It seemed to stand in heaven and speak ivith gods 
Beneath the snow dark forests spread, thick set 
AVith leaping cataracts and \ eiled m clouds 
Lower grew rose-oaks and the great fir groves 
^\niere echoed pheasant’s call and panther’s erv, 
Clatter of -wild sheep on the stones, and scream 
Of circhng eagles under these the plain 
Gleamed hke a praying-carpet at the foot 
Of those dmnest altars ” 

It was indeed a beautiful 
place, and the palace and the 
grounds aroimd it were also 
very Io^ ely At the gate 
stood pillars on which were 
carved stories of old time, 
w ith hgiires of Eadha and 
Krishna, of Sita and Drau- 
padi and Hanuman, and on 
the middle porch there w'as 
an image of Ganesha with 
Ins trunlc, to brmg good 
luck 

“ By winding ways of garden and of court 
Passed the delighted foot, on stately stairs. 

Through latticed galleries, ’neath painted roofs 



The (iod ( \nesii \ 
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And clu'^tcnng columns nhcrc cool fountmns — fringed 
Vl itli lolu'^ nbilc and i clloxv — danced, and fisli 
Gleamed througli their cristal scarlet, gold, and blue 
Great -e^ cd ga7ellos m sunny alco\es browsed 
Off blow n red roses birds of rainbow wing 
Fluttered among the palms , do\cs green and grey, 
Built their safe nests on gilded cornices 
0\ er the shinmg par ements pcaeocks drew 
Tlie splendours of their trains, sedately watched 
Bv milk-white herons and the small house-owls 
Tlie plum-necked parrots swung from fruit to fruit , 
The r ellow simbirds whirred from bloom to bloom, 

The timid hzards on the lattice basked 
Fearless the squirrels ran to feed from hand, 

For all was peace the shy black snake, that gives 
Fortmie to households sunned his sleepy coils 
Under the moon-flowers where the musk-deer played, 
And browm-er ed inonker s chattered to the crow's 
^nd all this house of love was peopled fair 
B itii sweet attendance, so that in each part 
B itli lor elr sights were gentle faces found, 

Soft sjieech and wilhng serruce, each one glad 
To gladden, pleased at pleasure, proud to obey ” 

'llso the Kmg commanded that rvithm these w'aUs no 
moiPion should be made of death or age or pain or 
illiK ss or disease , eren the dead flowers were plucked 
at night lest the Biiiice should see them, the dead lear'es 
w. re swe])t iwav so that the Prince should look only at 
wlnt was Ijeautiful and voung and gay and thmk only 
of ]>](asnrc And the Kmg caused to he hmlt around 
lint girden of bliss three high massire walls, one belund 
molhei The w alls w ere lugh and shut out all unpleasant 

C 



18 


SEL1<CTI0XS FROM ARNOLD 


sights nncl sounds In each is all was a huge brazen gate 
so that it took a hundred strong arms to push it 

open, and o\ er each he put a guard with orders to let no 
one pass in or out without his special leave 

In this abode of love and ]oy and peace Siddartha 
passed many happy days, knowing not of pam or u ant 



SiDr»TiiTn\. \\D ni3 Coirt 
(F rom a Buddhist Monasterj in ’Vusif/aiJ 

or M oe or old age or disease or death But once, as he 
lay in the arms of Yasbdhara, he seemed to hai e a fearful 
dream, for he started up and cried out 

“ My world f Oh, world ' 1 hear '' 1 know ' I come ' ” 

and vhenYasodhara, terrified, tried to soothe him,sa} mg, 
“ What aiLs my lord ^ ” then he gazed upon her, and the 
pity m lus look nas awful, for his face looked hke the 
face of a god 
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One day he set on lus \nndow-sill n gourd, witli 
strings stretehcd across it " there where the wind could 
linger o er its notes and play at wall such w*ild music as 
the wund makes on gold and siK er strings , and this 
wald fit till music Avas what those avIio listened to it 
heard ouIa' the music of the wand But the Prince heard 
the A’oices of the DeA*as in those notes , lie alone heard 
tlicra, no one else and in his ears they sang 

“ ITc fl?e flic voices of the wandering wind, 

Which moan for rest and rest cein never find , 

Lo f as the wind is so is morfal life, 

A moan a sigh a sob a storm^ a slrifc 

“ Wherefore and whence we are ye cannot Inoto, 

Nor uhcre life sjmngs nor whiihcr life doth go , 

11 c fire as ye are ghosts from the mane, 

Whai 'pleasure have we of our changeful pain ? 

“ What jileasure hast thou of thy changeless bliss ? 

Kay if love lasted, there were joy in this , 

But life s vaij is the wind's way, all these things 
Aie but brief voices breathed on shifting strings. 

“ 0 Maya's son t because we roam the earth 
Moan we upon these strings , we male no mirth, 

So many woes we see in many lands, 

So many streaming eyes and wringing hands 

“ But thou that art to save thine hour is nigh < 

The md world waitcth in its misery, 

The blind iioild sfunibleih on its round of pain , 

Ttiu Maya s child < ualc > slumber not again t 
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“ JVc arc the voices of the vandenng vaiiH 
Wander thou too, 0 Prince, thij re^st to find , 
Leave hie for loic ofi lovers, for woe’s sale 
Quit state for sorrow, and deliverance male 

“ 8o sigh we, ])assing o’er the silver strings 
To thee who Inow’st not gel of earthhj things , 

So sag we , mocling, as ne pass aitag, 

These lovely shadows whereii ith thou dost play ” 

3 SiDDARTHA GOES FORTH TO SEE THE 'WoKT D 



CniTIH TCI-LIM7 THE TaLP 
(From Jfrs 1fanicfn(.g inci'nt India) 

One evening one of the maidens named Clntra, whose 
work it vas to tell stones and smg sweet songs, told an 
old fairy tale of a prince who rode on a magic horse 
w'hich had wmgs hloimted on it the prince rode over 
distant lands m the west where the sim sets Then 
Siddartha said eagerly 

“ Is there so w ide a w orld ^ 

Is there a land which sees the great siui sinh 
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Into tlic e‘^ and arc llicrc hearts hhc ours, 
Counties'^, uiihiioMTi — not happy, it. nia^ he 
Wliom ne might comfort, if ne kncn of them 
Ofttimcs 1 mnri el, as the Lord of day 
Treads from tlie east liis hingly road of gold 
AMio first on the world’s edge hath hailed Ins beam, 
Tlie eluldren of the luormng , oftentimes 
l\Iueh have I longed at the great sun’s decline, 

To pass with him into that crimson w est 
And see the peoples of the evemng ” 

“ I would give mv palace,” said the Prince to Yaso- 
dliaia, “ to take im- seat upon that magic horse and ride 
and ride and see the spread of the earth Well, I wiU see 
at least what hes in this citv outside the great walls 
of brass which surround the palace grounds Let the 
charioteer Channa voke my chariot at noon to-morrow , 
1 will ride forth and see the world ” 

AMieu tins was told to the King he said, “ Perhaps 
It IS as well for mv son to see the city ” Then he sent 
ordei-s that no unpleasant sights should be seen or 
unpleasmt sounds heard the roads were to be swept 
clem and no old or diseased folk allowed to come out 
All tins was done, and flowers were strewn over the 
Micets flags hung from the wmdow^s, and everythmg 
done to make the city look beautiful 

The nevt day the Prince droAe out m Ins chariot 
The peo])le rejoiced to see lum , they were all dressed m 
their beM laughing m their joy “ Tins world is fan 
md good, >!aid the Prince “ The people are all happy , 
1 lore tlicm and thei lore me How good it is to rule 
1 leilm like tins' Dn\e, Channa through the gates 
md Ut me see the woild out'^ide the city ” 
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Then they passed through the gates, and met a 
joyous crond crying, “ Jwi, Jai, for our noble Prince ” 
The streets were filled with fair sights, and everybody 
seemed happy and pleased 

Bull suddenly from a hut there tottered an old man, 
a beggar He was clad m rags, dirty and evil-smeUmg 
He was very old and could scarcely walk He had lost 
all his teeth, and he could scarcely see With one 
skinny hand he clutched a worn-out staff to prop his 
trembhng hmbs He gasped for breath, and feebly 
cried, “ Ahns, alms, good folk, I starve, and I che to- 
morrow or the next day ” ^^^len the people saw him 
they dragged him back to his hut, out of the way, that 
the Prmce might not see him 

But the Prmce had seen him, and he cned out, 
“ Let him be, let hun be Channa, who is this ? He 
seems scarcely a man , I have never seen such a dreadful 
sight before And what does he mean by saymg ‘ I die 
to-morrow or the next day ’ ^ ” Then the charioteer 
rephed, “ Sweet Pnnce, this is only an old old man 
Eighty years ago his back was straight, his eye was 
bnght, he was strong and handsome , now he is hke an 
old tree winch is just falhng or a lamp which has no od 
in it and is just gomg out — ^\vhy should your Highness 
heed him ? ” “ But,” said the Prmce, “ does this come 

to any other man ” “ Most noble Prmce,” rephed 

Channa, “ even as he, so will all these people be, if 
they five so long ” “ But,” asked the Prmce agam, 

“ shall I, too, be hke this, and my wife Yasodhara, if 
we should five to be eighty years old ? ” “Yes, great 
sir,” was the reply, “ even so We shall aU be like 
this ” 

When Siddartha heard this he v as filled i\ ith sadness 
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“ Turn bnck, ’ lie exclaimed “ turn back and take me 
boiiie 1 lia\ e seen ^^llat I did not tlnnk to sec 

^^^len be ret limed be sat apart and pondered and 
pondered His mfe tried to comfort bim “ Do not 
loolc so '^ad ’ die said “ mv sweet lord, you have mo to 
loie 1011 ” Ab my dear A'asodbara,” be said gently, 

“ but ivc must groiv old and feeble, loveless and unlovely, 
our forms bent and bowed All that day be brooded 
01 er wbal be bad seen and at mgbt be slept not but 
lav aw akc tlnulang 

After a w bile tbe Prince felt that be ivould like to sec 
tbe w orld once more He asked bis father to let bun go 
After putting tbe matter before bis coimcil, be tbougbt 
that ])erbaps it would be well if bis son saw tbe world 
as it IS that be might grow accustomed to everyday 
sights graduallv for one day he would have to see them, 
w hen he sliould sit upon the throne and rule tbe kingdom 
of tlie Sak-} as So he gave his consent 

The next day the Pnnee went forth, but this time 
he was disguised as a merchant with Channa as his 
cleric so that he might see tbmgs and men as they 
rcalh were 

“ l^ortli fared they by the common way afoot, 

Hmclmg with all the Sakya citizens, 
beemg the glad and sad tbmgs of tbe towm 
The painted streets ahve ivitb hum of noon. 

The traders cross-legged ’mid their spice and gram. 
The biners with their money m the cloth, 

The war of words to cheapen tlus or that, 

Hie shout to clear the road, the huge stone wheels, 

J ho strong slow oxen and their rustling loads, 

The Miigmg beareis with the palanqums, 
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The brond-noclced liainals S4\ eating m the sun, 

The housewives hearing v ater from the v ell 
With balanced water-pots, the fly-swarmed sveetmeat 
shops, 

The weaver at his loom, the cotton-bow 
Twangmg, the millstones grmchng meal, the dogs 
Prowhng for scraps, the slnlful armourer 
With tong and hammer hnlang shirts of mail, 

The blacksmith with a mattock and a spear 
Keddemng together m his coals, the school 
AWiere round their Guru, m a grave half-moon, 

The Salcya children sang the mantras through, 

And learned the greater and the lesser gods , 

The dyers stretching waistcloths m the sim 
Wet from the vats — orange, and rose, and green , 

The soldiers clanking past with swords and shields. 
The camel-dnvers rockmg on the humps, 

The Brahman proud, the martial Kshatriya, 

The humble toihng Sudra , here a throng 
Gathered to watch some chattermg snake-tamer 
Wind round his wrist the hwng jewellery 
Of asp and nag, or charm the hooded death 
To angry dance vuth drone of beaded gourd , 

There a long hne of drums and horns, vhich went. 
With steeds gay painted and silk canopies. 

To brmg the young bride home , and here a wife 
Steahng with cakes and garlands to the god 
To pray her husband’s safe return from trade. 

Or beg a boy next birth , hard by the booths 
A^Tiere the swait potters beat the noisy brass 
For lamps and lotas , thence, by temple walls 
And gatev ays, to the iiver and the bridge 
Under the city v alls ” 
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B;it after they had pa'^'^ed all thi'^ siiddoiily tlicy 
licard a erv from a jioor wretch who lay in tlic dust 
callmy for help The plague had seized him and he 
was coAered with red spots and writhed in agony 
Then Siddartha ran up to him for all men shrank 
away in terror lest the\ sliould catch the deadly 
disease 

He took his head upon his Imce and while Ins soft 
touch comforted his aching hiiihs he said, “ Brother, 
what IS lU with thee ? “ ^\diat is the matter w ith him, 

Channa ? whv does he gasp and groan ^ ’ Cliniina 
rejihed “ blaster this poor man has been smitten with 
the ]ilague He is in agony It is not good to hold 
luin foi the plague may pass from him to thee, even 
thee There are many diseases like this in the world, 
like this and eyen w orse than this , they may come to 
any iinn These ills are countless and untold numbers 
sutler from them men and women and children They 
attack men hke the snake or the tiger ” “ Then aU. men 
hye in fear said the Prince, “ and none can say ‘ I 
sleep ha]ipy and w liole to-mght and shall wake happy 
and well to-morrow ? ’ “Xo,” was the reply, “none 

can sa\ it ’ “ And after men suffer pam and grow 

old and helples*^ what happens then ^ ” asked the 
Prmce “ Then, ’ said Channa, “ they die ” “ AU ? ” 

said the Prince “ All, ’ rephed Channa “ Every 
mill who IS born mnst die Look, here comes the 
dead ' 

As he spoke a bier was earned past them In front 
walked the kinsmen of the dead man crying, “ Hama • 
Pania ' hear ’ CaU upon Hama, brotliers ' ” They 
e lined him to a pile of logs which had been built on 
the banks of a stream, laid him on the pile, and set fire 
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to it and burnt the body The Prince looked on and 
said to Clianna, “ Is this the end which comes to aU 
who hve ? ” “ This, my lord, is the end of all ^^ho ha\e 

ever hved They ate, they drank, they laughed, they 
talked, they loved and liked life well , and then they 
died All must die The high and low, the king and 
the beggar, the good and bad, aU must die and pass out 
of sight and, in turn, be forgotten ” 

Then Siddartha cried, “ Is there no help for man ^ 
Cannot any of the gods help ^ IITiy did Brahma make 
the world ^ IITiy did he make man and leave him to 
rmsery and death Is he all-powerful ? Then why 
does he leave us hke this ^ Is he good ? Then vhy 
does he let us suffer ^ No, there must be help some- 
where I wiU find help for men, if help there be 
Somewhere, somehow, sometime, I wiU find help for 
the world Lead me home, Channa It is enough , mme 
eyes have seen enough ” 

When the King heard what had passed he felt very 
sad and care filled his heart He set a tnple guard at 
every gate, so that no man might come m or go out by 
day or by mght 


4 Siddartha leaves his HoiME aloae to find 
Help for Men 

For a full week Siddartha thought and thought and 
thought “ I must find a way to help men, to save the 
world from pam and misery and death It is in vain 
to hope that the gods mU do it or can do it,” he said to 
himself “ From the beginmng of time men ha\e risen, 
and risen by helping themsehes We know, mdeed, 
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from our holv boolvS tlint inuu lins liimsclf riscu from 
low er bciug '5 ^ 

“ ‘ For so oui scriptures truly seem to teacli, 

— once, and wberesoe or, and wlicuce begun— 
Life nms its rounds of biung, cbnibiug up 
From mote and gnat and w orm, reptile, and fisli, 
Bird and shagged beast, man demon, deia, God ’ 

And we know how man became better and better, how 
he has risen step by step, and improved himself by his 
own efforts 

“ ‘ Men 

l^enslied in w inter wvmds till one smote fire 
From flint -stones coldlv hidmg what they held, 

The red spark treasured from the kmdling sun 
Thev gorged on flesh like wolves, till one sowed com, 
^^^nch grew a weed, yet makes the hfe of man , 

Thev mow ed and babbled till some tongue struck speech, 
And patient fingers framed the lettered sound 
AATiat good gift have m 3 " brothers, but it came 
From search and strife and loAung sacrifice 7 ’ 

If I who am a prince and shall, if I stay at home, 
succeed my father and be a Kmg of kings, great, nch, 
]iowerful prosperous — I, who now am young and 
strong and liealthy — I, who have never known want or 
])am or sadness but am now m the mommg of hfe — if 
I gn e u]) ever 3 "thmg if I give up my wife and kmgdom 
and nn ]iap]iy home, and henceforth spend my time m 
the soirch for truth and m quest of help for mankind, I 
think 1 shall find it Help may be, perhaps, close to us 
ffi but luddon , it may be a secret that will reveal itself 


’ Tins It UiL belief now called e\ olution 
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tq^ me if I scnrcli for it and not cease searclunf^ till I 
juid it This I Mill do because I love mankind I will 
give up my tlironc, my jo-ys, my golden days and happy 
nights, my home, my palace, and my sweet queen, whom 
I lov e more than evmrytlung else TJus I vnU do myself 
I will not ask the aid of any god For which of all the 

lesser or the greater gods 
has power or pity ? ItTio 
has ever seen any of them ^ 
^^^^at have they done to 
help their worshippers ^ 
How has it helped men to 
pray, and to chant hymns 
of praise, to slay poor beasts 
or birds in sacrifice, to rear 
stately temples and feed 
priests ^ Has any man 
escaped a single pam or ache 
by domg this No, the gods 
are deaf, or pitiless They,_hear not, they see not , or 
if they do see and hear, they help not If man is to 
^t help he must get help himself, as he has ever 
done ” 

Softly the Indian mght sinks on the plains at full 
moon m the month of Chaitra Shud, when mangoes 
blossom and asoka buds sweeten the breeze, and Kama’s 
birthday comes, and all the fields and all the towms are 
glad Softly that night fell ov^er Yishramv an , the air 
was fragrant with sweet scents from many flowers and 
cool with breezes winch flowed down from Himala} 
The sky was jewelled with bright stars, and Siddaitha 
was asleep 

But Yasbdhara could not sleep A sense of some 
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cominti -noc filled her licnrt witli drend AMicn nt last 
'jJie sank to sleep she liad a terrible dream, in Mhich 
i Dices kept on calling out, “ The time is mgh the time 
IS mdi Then a voice louder than all that liad called 
lieforc cned out “ The time, the time has come ' 
it has come ' it has come ' ’ Then she aw okc with a 
■start and called to her husband He soothed her and 
^aid “AMiat is it niy dear wife what is it ^ ” She 
told him her dream and said, “ ^Vhat is tins time that 
lias gettmg closer and closer and has now come ^ Am 
I to leai'e vou, am 1 to die, or are you to Icai c me 
Tliat mdeed w ould be w orse than death ' I cannot 

K 

leal e vou and on must not leave me Soon our child 
lull be bom ’ AMiat can vour wife and vour child do 
Mithoiit vou ^ Leave us not oh leaie us not ' ” 

“ Griei e not my sweet wife,” repbed the Prmce, 

“ gnei e not for mo Of this be sure that , w hatever may 
Inppen I have loved I do love and I will love Yaso- 
dhara for on er Yon Imow how I have mused and mused 
tlio'^e many moons, seelang to save this sad earth that 
i‘5 cillmg to me for help YTien the hour comes, then 
vhat IS to be ^Ylll be I will save others, and above all 
1 ivill save my wife, the gentlest, best, and sweetest of 
wii e« — I will save my wife, my father, and all men Now, 
Pnneess sleep once more, and sleep peacefully, thinlong 
of me and rav ei erhslmg love for thee As for me, I 
Mill arne and watch 

Then Siddartlia rose and looked up at the slcy, and 
!o, there was the sign so long foretold' The moon 
"^(ood 1)\ tlie constellation of the Crab It seemed to 
^ u to him “ Tlus IS the mght ’ tins is the hour ' Now 
dioo^-e the wai of goodness or the wav of greatness 
bill thou be King of the Srikyas King of Kapilaiastu, 
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or ^\llt tlioii be ICing of all the world ? Wilt thou save 
the -n oriel and meander forth, homeless and alone, to 
seek out and to find the way to save it, the true path ^ ” 
Then Siddartha said to himself, “ I will go, for the 
hour has come For this I was born, and imto this aU 
my days and mghts have led me Here I renoimce my 
kingdom and all that I have The woefid cry of all the 
earth and of aU men now hving and to live comes up 
mto my ears IMy soul is full of pity I will save the 
world Now I have made up my mmd I will depart, 
never to return till what I seek is found ” Then vSid- 
^dartha walked three times round his sleepmg wife, to 
bid her farewell Then he walked away, but he looked 
back and returned, for he felt he could not leave her, 
and yet he dared not wake her Three times he did this 
Then at last he drew his cloth over his eyes to shut 
out the sight, and with a heavy sigh he left the room 
Then, treading hghtly, he walked out m the dark mght 
to the stable where his horse, Kantaka, slept “ Come 
forth,” he said to his groom Channa, who slept close to 
the horse , “ saddle my horse and bnng him out, for now 
I ride forth ” Channa tned hard to ebssuade him, but 
he would not hear him So at last he saddled Kantaka - 
and brought him out The good horse neighed with 
dehght as his master sprang hghtly on his back Then 
the Prmce rode forth mto the darkness, followed by 
Channa The Devas, spirits of the air, all helped the 
Prmce They strewed the earth with heaps of flowers, 
so that no noise of the hoofs of the horse was heard , 
they caused heavy sleep to overpov er all the guards , 
they rolled back the heaAy gates of brass noiselessly, and 
so the Prince passed through and no one heard him or 
knew of his gomg 




S.DDXKTnA LEA^^a nis Uome and Sleei.no Wife. (From a Umldhlst Monastery In the M.saf.al cmntry) 
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On and on lie iient, all through the night Tlien 
Mhen the morning star stood half a spear’s length aho^e 
the horizon, and the fresh breezes of the early mom 
began to blow, Siddartha stopped and got off his horse 
He took his sharp sm ord into his hand and ith it he cut 



Phincl biDDMtTfi^ Rii»r'» louui \i \i< nr Tnt Ije\ hn nir ( vTt mu him 
(Fioin Dm m iilptuu at \mraoti) 


off his flonmg locks of hair, winch he wore as a Ksha- 
tnya jirince He told Channa to take Kintaka back, and 
to give his sw ord and lus jew elled sw ord-belt and his locks 
of hair to the Kmg his father, and tell lura all that had 
happened, and say to him, “ Your son, Siddartha, prays 
jmu to forget him till he returns ten tunes a prmce, made 
wise from lone wandering and search for light ” “ If I 

find what I search for, lo ' all the earth will be mine, 
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mine In ]o^c MBCC ilierc is liopc for man only in 
man mid none lias songlit for fins as 1 mil scclv, for I 
cn''l anav mv avorld to sa^c llie whole world Then 
lie spl forth on his lonely quest as a poor beggar wanders 
o\ei the laud 


1 SlDDAHTHA SEEKS FOR THE TrUTR 

Onwaid Siddartha went for many days, out of Ins 
fathers kingdom mto the realm of King Bimbasara 
At lencth he came to a lull called Ratnagiri Up the 
lull he climbed and reached a cave m the forest on the 
lull lleie be took up his abode Here he sat through 
tlte scorching .summer heat through the dnanng ram, 
111 the chillv dawn and the cold night He more a yellow 
robe like a rislu , all he had besides w as a wooden bowl, 
out of winch he ate a httle gram, given him by the 
chant aide at night he crouched on the ground homeless 
and alone The sleepless 3ackals 5 ellcd around his cave, 
ind lmngr\ tigers roared m the woods, but no mid beast 
touched linn — the Devas saw to that Here he dwelt 
day and night, while his fair body wasted He all 
tlic wliilo was sunk in thought, so deep that, as he 
sal motionless, the squirrels leaped on his knees, the 
iimid quails let ihcir young ones play about lum, and 
Iduc do\es ])pck-cd the gram out of the bowl that lay 
mi tlic giound close to him Thus would he muse from 
''imrne to sunset hcarmg not seeing not, thinlang only 
d.‘P]) tliouchts of life and death At the close of the 
main ho slept for an hour or two Then he arose 
md w, IK bed the (ommg of the dami and the rise of 
ilie sun 


D 
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On and on lie Mcnt, all through the night Then 
when tlie morning star stood half a spear’s length above 
the horizon, and the fresh brec/cs of the early morn 
began to blow, Siddartlia stopped and got off his horse 
He took his sharp sword into his hand and with it lie cut 



I’ilINfh SjUDXmTHA s lOMlJI M \u IIT Tin L>J-\ V < I TN THF f \TI FOU IfIM 

(Fiom tlu HPulptmeb al \mraoti) 


off his flowing locks of hair, which he wore as a Ksha- 
tnya prince He told Chaiuia to take Iviintaka back, and 
to give hiB sw ord and his jew^elled sword-belt and his locks 
of liair to the Kmg his father, and tell him all that had 
happened, and say to luin, “ Your son, Siddartha, pra} s 
you to foiget him till he retmns ten tunes a prince, made 
wise from lone wandering and search for light ” “ If I 

find what I search for, lo ' all the eaith will be mine. 




THE LIGHT 01 ASIA 

mine 1 iv lo^c '^mcc iliorc is hope for man only m 
man and none has sought for this ns I mil seek, for I 
cast anav iiiv norld to saA’c the nholc norkl ” Then 
ho set forth on his lonelv quest as a poor beggar n nnders 
01 er the land 


J SiDDARTHA SEEKS FOR THE TrUTIT 

Onnard Siddarlha ivent for many da)s, out of his 
father s kingdom mto the realm of Kmg Bimbasara 
At length he came to a hill called Ratnagiri Up the 
lull ho climbed and reached a cave m the forest on the 
hill Here he took up his abode Here he sat through 
the scorching summer heat, through the dniung ram, 
in the clullv daivn and the cold night He more a yellow 
robe like a rishi all he had besides was a wooden bowl, 
out of nluch he ate a httle gram, given him by the 
charitable at night he crouched on the ground homeless 
md alone The sleepless jackals yelled around his cave, 
and hungrv tigers roared in the woods, but no wild beast 
touched him — the Devas saw to that Here he dwelt 
dav and mght while his fair body wasted He all 
tlie nliile ms sunk m thought, so deep that, as he 
''it motionless, the squirrels leaped on his knees, the 
Imnd quails let their young ones play about him, and 
lilue doves pecked the gram out of the bowl that lay 
on the groiuid close to him Thus nould he muse from 
sunrise to sunset hearmg not, seeing not, thmlang only 
doo]) thoiishts of hfo and death At the close of the 
nmhl ho slo])t for an liour or two Then he arose 
md wauhod the coming of the danm and the rise of 
ihc ‘'im 


D 
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“ And jn tlie cast tlint miracle of Day 
Gathered and grew At first a dusk so dim 
Night seems still imanare of ivhispered daun, 
But soon — before the jungle-cock crows twice — 



The aisiMi 


A wdute verge clear, a wudemng, bnghtemng wlute, 
High as the morning-star, which fades m floods 
Of silver, V arming mto pale gold, caught 
By topmost clouds, and flaming on their rims 
To fervent golden glow, flushed from the brmk 
With saffron, scarlet, crimson, amethyst , 

^Vhereat the sky burns splendid to the blue, 

And, robed in raiment of glad hght, the Kmg 
Of Life and Gloiy cometh ' ” 

Then, after the manner of a rislu, he hailed the nsmg orb 

of day, performed his ablutions, and by a long vunchng 
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path ^^ent ou into tlic ai'^tnnt- town m his yellow rolic 
lioldmg out hi'^ bon 1 It n as soon filled, for as he passed 
e^c^v ton-nsinnu cried “ Take of out stores, good sir, 
for as ihev marked his godlike face and eyes filled nitli 
pdv thea nere struck mth awe Mothers bade their 
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children stoop to Iciss his feet, while they ran to fiU his 
bowl He thanlvcd them m mild and gentle tones, 
lud then paced slowly back the road by which he had 
come 

One d IV, as he sat on a stone outside his cave, a 
w Oman st ood before lum She w'as weeping bitterly, and 
hdd m her arms a dead baby She bent low to the 
ground saluting him and said, “ Lord, but yesterday 
thou duKt h<i\ e pitv ou me when I came to thee, bearing 
me child 1 then told thee how’’ the baby, plajnng by 
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lumself under a busli, found a snake wkich tmned itself 
round Ins wnst as he played with it and put his finger 
into its mouth Then, alas t he turned pale and still 
Then someone said, ‘ He is sick of poison and will die ’ 
But there was only a tmy mark on his finger, and I could 
not think the snake would laU him, as he was only 
plajong mth it and did not hurt it Then one said, 
' There is a holy man upon the hill, wearmg a yellow 
robe , go to him and ask him if he can cure your 
child ’ Then I came trembhngly to thee, whose brow 
IS hke a god’s, and asked if thou coiddst cure the 
child Then thou, great Sir, didst not spurn me, 
but m kind and gentle words didst say, ‘ Yes, httle 
sister ! there is a medicme that would cure the child 
if thou couldst get it 

“ ‘ Therefore, I pray thee, find 
Black mustard seed, a tola , only, mark ^ 

Thou take it not from any hand or house 
YTiere father, mother, child or slave hath died 
It shall be well if thou canst find such seed ’ 

Thus didst thou speak, my Lord ” 

The Master smiled a tender, gentle smile, but sadly, 
as he rephed, “Yes, httle sister, I did say this , and hast 
thou brought the mustard seed ” 

“ Alas ' my Lord,” said the mother, sobbing, “ I 
went mth my babe, now qmte cold, clasped to my 
breast, to hoitse after house, and asked if those nho lived 
in it woidd give me one tola of mustatd seed , they 
gave it wilhngly, for all the poor are kmd to the poor , 
but uhen I asked if any one had died m that house, 
husband or vife, or father or mother, or child or slave, 
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they said, ‘ 0 sister, iihat is this you ash ? T]ic dead arc 
\crv many, and the Imng arc but few ’ So I gaic the 
Feed bade, w ith thanhs But m ca cry house some one 
had died I went to many houses, oh, so many ' but 
there was not a single house where someone liad not 
died— last week, or last month, or last year, or many 
A'cars ago — not one ' ’ 

“ :\lv sister ’ said the Jfaster very gently and very 
kmdlv, “ thoii hast learnt the sad lesson I wished to 
teach thee No ' there is no cine for death Some 
time or other every hiong being dies I would indeed 
gn e mv hfe for the hfe of thy clnld, if that would bring 
him back to hfe But this would be m vain 

“ The whole world grieves with thee for the loss of 
';ome Ion ed one who has died I, too, grieve for thee, my 
'lister These many moons I seek how to comfort the 
grief of the world, but not yet have I found out the 
wav Go and bury thy child ” 

Now not far from Ins cave there was a great company 
of Yogis m the jungle, men who thought that by m- 
flicting pain on themselves they would grow holy and 
w m sab ation and homes m everlasting bhss when they 
died Tliey tliought that their bodies were their deadly 
foes and should be tortured m every way Some stood 
for N ears with arms mihfted, till they lost all power and 
looked like the withered branches on a tree Some 
clenched their fists and never opened them, tiU their 
nails grew through their pahns and came out on the 
bieks of thoiT hands Some walked on sandals with 
‘-pikofl nails wluch pierced the soles of their feet Some 
lai on boards with nails juttmg out of them, some 
g idled lluir bodies all o\er with sharp stones or loiives , 
somi' Mood on one log wlule the other withered up' 
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Some ^\ere ‘imoared vsith ashe^i or dirt and some nore 
rags, ■\\hilc others wore no clothing at all They seemed 
mdeed to be a grievous crowd their e\(s bleared their 
bodies shn\elled, their faces haggard s(nr\ed miserable, 
scarcely men yet none of them uttered any cry — they 
stood or sat or laN in silence 

One daj Siddartha went among them and spoke to 
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one of them ‘ Much sufteimg sir,” he said, for many 
months I ha^ e d\\ elt on this lull, seeking for the truth, 
and trjnng to find a way to end the pain and the sutfermg 
I see all around me m the world But here I hnd }ou 
and so many of my brothers mflicting pain on your- 
selves Is not pain an e\il ^ \\h\ do ton add e\il to 

evil ^ Have you no pity on yourselves You seem to 
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look ou pnm as a good, not an ex il Is there not enough 
puflenne ® AYliv do on add to it ^ 

The Yogi made reply “ It is xxTitten in onr holy hooks 
ihat i{ a man kills his body by hurting it he will purge 
an ax* his sms and go to heax*eu ’ “ iknd then, said 

Siddartha “ wliat then? lYill you hxm m bhss for 
exer^ “No ’ rephed the ^ ogi, “that xxc do not 
kuon “ And do your gods endure for ex er ” asked 
Siddartha “Oh no said the Yogi, “only great 
Braliin endures for ex-er The gods begin and live bke 
men thex* too change bke men ’ “ Then,” said 

Riddartha “ you are not sure hoxx long your bhss will 
la'^t x'ou do not eyen know how long 3 mur gods xnU last 
All this pam and suffering x*ou inflict on j'ourselx’^es may 
end in a dream , and your bhss too may come to an end, 
if X ou ex*er get it Your body is your house to hve m — 
xwll X'OU destroy your oxvn house * Your body nourishes 
your soul — xxill vou starx-e your soul and give it pam^” 

“ AVell cried the Yogi, “ know, 0 Rajput, that we 
hax e chosen this path and xvili tread it till the end If 
X ou can shov us a better wav, declare it , if not, peace 
go x\ ith X ou 

Tlien Siddartha left them, and as he passed through 
the fields he saxv the flowers and the birds, and to them 
lie cried “ 0 flowers of the field, ye are happy and do 
not trx' to hurt x'ourselx'es * 0 birds of the air, ye 
‘'ina and aie full of joy , none of you hates its oxyn hfe 
iiid iije'5 to liurt itself Only man does tins , ex'-en the 
w lid beast m the jungle nex er inflict pam on themselves, 
eacli trio^; to enjoy its hfe as it can and to hve as long 
a^^ It can But man not only inflicts pain on himself, 
lun lulls .and tortures nil other animals, and thinks to 
jden^-e the gods xxhile he does this ” 
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Siclclartha ^^as full of tliese thoughts he met 
a large flock of ■white goats and black sheep coming 
along the road, dm en b-^* their ‘shepherd Among them 
there was a sheep with two lambs One skipped and 
pla'ped as it -nent, but the other lamb had hurt its foot 
and limped painfully along The mother i\as m great 
distress AMien Sicldartha saw this, he took up the 
hmpmg lamb upon his neck, saying, “ Poor wooUy 
mother be at peace, I ■will go with you, and carry your 
lamb for )mu , it -wdl be as good for me to ease one 
beast of gnef as to sit m my ca\e and think over the 
sorrows of the world ” As they ■u ent along he asked the 
shepherd wh}’' he drove his flock towards the city at 
noonday m the heat of the scorchmg sim, and not m 
the cool of the evenmg He replied that he had been 
ordered to take a hundred sheep and a himdxed goats 
to the King, to be slam that mght as a sacrifice to 
his god » 

Thus they entered the city side by side, ]ust as the 
sun was setting \\Tien the townsmen saw the strange 
sight, the holy nshi from the hdl beanng the lamb on 
his shoulder, and walking along with the sheep and the 
goats, they all stopped theur work and gazed at him, for 
he seemed to them hkc a god, there was such aivful 
pity m his eyes, as he moved on ivith such meekness 
and yet such majesty But he paced on, lost m medi- 
tation, thmkmg, “ Alas for all my sheep which 
have no shepherd, wandering m the night ■with none 
to giude them, bleating blmdly like these goats and 
sheep around me, as they go to meet the Inufe of 
death At least I wnU sa^e the hves of these poor 
beasts ” 

Then one told the Ivmg that a holj hermit w as coming, 
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linn^inc floclc lie liad ordored to ctoami tlic great 
sacnfice 

Ejug Bimliasnro stood in Ins liall of offering On 
eitlier side of lum A\erc ranged the nliite-rohed Brahmins 
nnitteriug their mantras and feeding the fire ■which roared 
upon the great altar There from scented oods flickered 
bright tongues of flame hissing and ciirhng npA\ards 
as thev hcleed up the ofienngs of ghee and spices and 
the Soma ]mce The altar ran \ntli blood, and aroimd 
there flo'wed streams of blood Before it stood a 
long-haired spotted goat its head boimd back ^vlth 
sacred grass In front there stood a priest, ^^nth his 
sharp Innfe ]ust on the point of dra\ving it across the 
throat of the Nictun sa'nng, “ This, dread gods, is the 
offenug of Bunbasara let the King’s sms be laid upon 
this goat and let the fire consume them and the Kmg 
held giultless ’ As he said this, he held uji his hand to 
slay the goat 

But Siddartha stopped hun vnth such an air of a'wful 
majesty that he stood amazed, while the Prmce unbound 
the ropes •which tied the goat, no one darmg to stay 
him 

“ Then, crainng leave, he spake 
Of life ■which all can take but none can give, 

Life y Inch all creatutes love and strive to keep, 
onderful, dear and pleasant unto each, 

Even to the meanest yea, a boon to all 
B’hore pity is for jiity makes the v orld 
Soft to the voak and noble for the strong 
Lnto the dumb bps of Ins flock he lent 
Sad pleading words shoving how man, vho prays 
dor mercy to the gods is merciless, 

Being IS god to those albeit all life 
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Is Imlvcd and km, and Avhat ne slay have gi\en 

Meek tribute of tlie milk and wool, and set 

Fast trust upon the hands which murder them 

Also he spake of what the holy books 

Do surely teach, how that at death some sink 

To bird and beast, and these rise up to man 

So v ere the sacniice new sm, if so 

The fated passage of a soul be stn}'ed 

Nor, said he, shad, one wash his spirit clean 

B3'' blood , nor gladden gods, being good, with blood , 

Nor bnbe them, being evil , nay, nor lay 

Upon the brow' of innocent boimd beasts 

One hair’s weight of that answer all must give 

For all things done amiss or wrongfully. 

Alone, each for himself, reckoning with that — 

The fixed arithmic of the universe, — 

^Vhlch meteth good for good and dl for ill, 

Measure for measure, unto deeds, w ords, thoughts , 
Watchful, aware, implacable, immoved , 

Makmg all futures fruits of all the pasts ” 

Thus spake the Prmce, with words so piteous and so 
w eighty and so true that all who heard were converted 
to his way of thmkmg All behe\ ed that what he said 
was true The very priests were ashamed of their cruel 
deeds and of their slaughter of so many ammals m 
sacrifice They covered their hands, crimsoned with 
blood, with their garments The Kmg himself came 
forward and stood with clasped hands, doing reverence 
to the holy rishi clad in Ins yellow robe 

“ While still the Prmce went on, teaching how fair 
This earth w ould be if hvmg things w eie linked 
In friendlmess and common use of foods, 
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Bloodless oud pure , the golden grain, bright fruits, 
Sweet herb's A\hich grow for all the waters clear, 
Suffieient dnuks and meats Which aa hen these heard , 
Tlie might of gentleness so conquered them, 

The priests themselves scattered their altar-flames 
And Aims awav the steel of sacrifice , 

And through the land next day passed a decree 
Proclaimed bv criers, and m this wuse graA^d 
On rock and colnmn ‘ Thns the King’s aauU is — 
Tliere hath been slaughter for the sacrifice 
And slaAing for the meat but henceforth none 
Shall spill the blood of hfe nor taste of flesh, 

Seemg that IcnoAvledge groAvs, and hfe is one, 

And inercA cometh to the merciful ’ 

So ran the edict and from those days forth 
Sw eet peace hath spread betAveen all hAong kmd, 

]\Iaii and the beasts which serve him, and the birds 
On all those banks of Gunga where the Buddh 
Taught Anth his saintly pity and soft speech ” 

King Bimbasara asked the rishi A?ho he Avas, and 
wlien he learned that he Avas a prince, son of Suddhodana, 
King of the Sakyas, he begged him to stay woth him 
Iff said he bad no son he would make him his hem, and 
maiTA him t-o a beauteous bride But Prmce Siddartha 
replied that he had left his father and his kingdom and 
his oAAn dear Avife to seek the truth “ This I aviU do,” 
he ^aid, ' till I find it I go to Gaya and the forest 
‘'Indos Ailiere I think the hght aaoII come to me If I 
find It then 0 true friend of imne ' I wall come back 
lo A on and IcU }ou Avhat I find ” When he heard this 
the lung walked lliree times round Inm, bent to his feet 
in re\ crenco, and bade him go m peace 
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Then the Prince journeyed on\\ards, for not yet had 
he found peace He ■was pale and ■weak ■with six years’ 
fasting in Ins cave on the lull, in his quest for truth 
Tliose ■w'ho dv elt on tlie lull, the five ascetics, the nshis 
■who ■were his fnends, tried hard to make him stay on 
with them, h^vmg the same hfe, fasting and praying and 
meditatmg and readmg the Shastras, the holy books 
“ They tell us,” said the ascetics, “ how Brahm is 
bodiless and actionless and passionless, calm, un- 
changmg He is mdeed pure life, pure thought, pure 
joy How can anyone know better than our Shastras, 
ivhich tell us how man may stnp ofi all passion and 
action, break from the bond of self and so become one 
■with God, and rest m peace eternal where silence reigns, 
seeing nothing, heanng nothmg, feehng nothmg, not 
even thinking, only being ^ ” 

The Pnnee heard what they had to say, but he was 
not comforted Light did not come to him among the 
rishis, fastmg and readmg the Shastras Not thus could 
he find peace 


6 Truth da^W'ns on the Prince under the 
Bodhi Tree 

The Pnnee journeyed on and on through the forests, 
tiU at length he reached a village called Senam Not 
far off there ■w'as a hill covered ivith thick trees There 
he ■went, and there he dwelt many days musmg o\ er the 
woes of men, the w ayS of fate, the doctrines of the books, 
the lessons he had learned by obser\ang nature, and the 
habits and hves of all h\ mg creatures, the secrets of the 
silence from which all come, and the secrets of the gloom 
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luto wluch all go the life which lies between birth and 
death ]^Ioon after moon he sat in the wood, lost m 
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ilioiighl so deep that he forgot even to eat or drmh His 
i)0\\] vns empty, for he had not gone down into the tovrn 
where the \nllage folk would gladly have filled it Then 




4G SELECTIONS FROM ARNOLD 

lie would cat wild fruit and berries and slake lus thirst 
on drops of dew Then he grew paler and paler , ho 
who was once the princely flower of aU tlic land looked 
now like a withered leaf At length one day the Pnnee 
fainted , he fell on the earth motionless, and looked hlcc 
one who Was dead But a shepherd boy came that way 
and saw him lying on the ground, in the hot sun Tlie 
bo)'^ cut down some boughs from the trees and put them 
in the ground so as to shade his head and face Then 
he poured some drops of milk into lus bps, from a 
leathern bottle which he carried He dared not let his 
bottle touch the bps of the holy man, as he seemed, for 
he was of low caste Then, wonderful to say, the boughs 
took root m the ground and burst mto bushes covered 
with leaves and flowers 'WTien the shepherd boy saw 
this he knelt down and worshipped him, thmkmg he 
must be a god 

The Prince, refreshed by the milk, opened lus eyes 
and seeing the boy standmg there with lus imlk-bag, 
asked him to let him dnnk a httle milk out of it, but the 
boy said, “ Ah, my lord, I cannot do that, for I am a 
Sudra, and my touch or the touch of my bottle would 
defile you ” Then the Prince rephed 

“ Pity and need 
klake all men km There is no caste m blood 
A^Tiich runneth of one hue , neither came man 
To birth with tilka-mark stamped on his brow 
Hor sacred tliread on neck AMio doth right deeds 
Is twice born, and who doth ill deeds is vde 
Give me to drmk, my brother ” 

Then, as the Prince lay there, the thought came mto 
his mind that he might die, for all strength had left him 
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“ Alas lie ilionglit, “1 ha\c not, yet discovered how 
to hring jieace to the -world I have not yet found the 
tnitli the hght has not come to me I have wasted 
nn hodv in vam I must regain some strength if I am 
to do the task for vhicli I was born But I haae no 
strength e^en to rise from the earth ” 

Xow m the anllage by the river dwelt a landholder, 
]nons and rich master of many fields and many herds 
of cattle Kind he v, as and good the friend of all the 
poor and the -wUage was named after him, Senani 
Ills wife named Sujata, was a pearl among women, 
simple and kind w as she gentle and true, noble of mien, 
with gracious speech to all Her looks w ere gladsome, for 
she w as happv and she was liappr because she w as good 

But one thing she wanted to make her happiness 
perfect — she had no sou She had prayed to Lakshmi, 
had walked romid the image of the goddess mne times 
lime and had made many ofiermgs of rice and wreaths 
of white jessamine and sandal at every full moon, and 
had besought the "Wood-god to hear her prayers, vowing 
that if he would liear her prayer, she would present 
before his simne a gift the most perfect she could make, 
food fit for a god set m a bowl of gold This sbe had 
done for many moons, and at last her prayer was heard 
Mie had a son 

^^^len the hoy w as three months old she made ready 
tlie food to jirosent to the W’^ood-god accordmg to her 
NOW On Jicr hip «he held the babe, wrapped m her 
crim‘;on sari with one hand With the other hand, 
uplifted lugh, <=he held steady on her head the golden 
bowl With tlic food she bad carefully prepared as her 
olToring In front went her maid-serrmnt Radha to 
'-weep clean the ground before the shrme 
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A'^ tlie two women drew near to tlie slirme, Eacllia 
came running back and cried eagerly to ber mistress, 
“ All, dear Mistress ' look ' There is the 'Wood-god 
sitting in his place, with his hands folded on lus knees 
He has revealed himself to ns Tins is our good fortune, 
granted to few, to see the Wood-god himself How 
mild he looks ! Yet how' godlike and how great ' 
■\^^lat heavenly eyes he has > A\Tiat divine pity and 
goodness there is m lus look t ” 

This was Siddartha, who was sittmg up under the 
boughs of the trees which had been put up by the 
shepherd boy to shield him from the biirnmg rays of 
the sun 

So — thinking him divme — Sujata drew 
Tremblingly nigh, and kissed the earth and said, 
With sweet face bent, ‘ Would that the Holy One 
Inliabitmg this grove. Giver of good, 

Jlerciful imto me his handmaiden, 

Showing himself now in person, might accept 
These our poor gifts of snowy curds, fresh-made. 
With milk as white as new-carved ivory ' ’ 
Therewith mto the golden bow 1 she poured 
The curds and milk, and on the hands of Buddh 
Dropped attar from a crystal flask — distilled 
Out of the hearts of roses and he ate, 

Speaking no word, while the glad mother stood 
In reverence apart But of that meal 
So wondrous was the virtue that the Buddh 
Felt strength and life return as though the niglits 
Of wmtchmg and the days of fast had passed 
In dream, as though the spirit witli the flesh 
Shared that fine meat and plumed its wangs anew. 
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Ijikc some <1eliglilcd hird nfc sudden strcnins 
■\VeaTv fliglit o cr cndlc-^s wnsics of snnd, 
■WJneh IfiA es the desert, du'^t from neck and crest 
.Vnd more Sujata AAorslupped, seeing the Prince 
Gron fairer and ]us coimteuance more bngfit 
‘ *Vxt thou indeed the God ^ ’ slie loiily asked, 
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‘ Vnd hat)i mv gift found fa\ our ? ’ 

But he said, 

' VV lial IS it thou dost bring me ^ ’ 

‘ Hol}^ one ' ’ 

Vn^weied Suj.'ita, ‘ from our droves I took 
'\Iilk of a liundred mothers, newly calved, 

Vnd wiili that milk I fed fifty white cows, 

Vnd with their milk twenty-and-five, and then 
V\ nil thoiis twoKo more and \et again with theirs 
The -.i\ noblest and best of all our herds 


E 
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That yield I boiled with sandal and fine spice 
In silver lotas, adding rice, well groivn 
From chosen seed, set in new-broken ground. 

So jiickcd that every gram was like a pearl 
Tins did I With true heart, because I \owed 
Under thy tree, if I should bear a boy, 

I would make offermg for my joy, and now 
I have my son and all my hfe is bhss > ’ ” 

Then Siddartha laid his hand on her head and blessed 
her “ Long be thy bhss,” he said, “ and hghtly fall on 
him the load of hfe Thou hast helped me, my sister, 
who am no god, but one, thy brother, heretofore a 
pnnce, but now a wanderer seekmg, mght and day these 
SIX hard years, to find that hght which somewhere 
shmes to hghten all men’s darkness, if they could but 
see it Even now it seems to dawn on me, after eating 
that dehcious food Thou, dear sister, dost not seem 
sad, but happy Canst thou teU me why ? IITiat is 
the secret of thy happmess ^ ” 

Then Sujata, bendmg low before him m worship, for 
she felt that there was somethmg godhke about him, 
said, “ I am only a humble wife, my lord I find happi- 
ness m domg my duty to my husband and m the smile 
of my baby I pass my hfe m my household cares from 
sunrise, when I wake to praise the gods , then I give 
out gram and set my housemaids to their tasks This 
I do tiU noon , then I sing to my husband and fan lum to 
sleep Then I go on with my household duties till 
evenmg and it is time for the e\ enmg meal I stand by 
my husband’s side and serve him vuth food AMien the 
stars hght their silver lamps for sleep, I go to the temple 
to worship God and to talk to my friends vhoiu I meet 
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tkcrc ‘'kouW I not kc liappy, blessed so much ' 

\jxd llo^^ 1 ba^ e boiiic a son "to lead liis father to vSwerga, 
llie lioiAc of the good after death 

“ ‘ hot holv books teach when a man shall plant 
Trees for the travellers’ shade, and dig a well 
For tbe folks comfort and beget a son, 

It shall be good for such after their death , 

And nhat the books sav that T humbly take, 

Berne not inser than those great of old 
Mdio spake with gods, and knew the h)nnns and 
charms 

And all the wavs of iirtue and of peace 
Also 1 think that good must come of good 
And lU of einl — suxelv — unto all — 

In eierv jilace and tune — seeing sweet fruit 
Giowelh from vholesome roots, and bitter things 
Fiom poison-stocks yea, seemg, too, how spite 
Breeds hate, and kindness friends, and patience 
peace 

El on iiliile lie live and nhen ’tis wiHed we die 
Pliali there not be as good a “ Then ” as “ Now ” ^ 
llaph much better ' smee one gram of nee 
Phoois a grpcii feather gemmed with fifty pearls, 

\ud ill the starry champak’s white and gold 
Ijiirks 111 those httle, naked, grey spnng-buds ’ 

IMiai -mod 1 see 1 humbly seek to do, to hve obedient 
10 the hi\ trusting that what will come, and must 
f-mie slnll come well” The Prmce rephed “Thou 
letrliesi those who teach wiser art thou than wisdom, 
ni ilu snuple knowledco ' Be thou content to know' no 
iiiore knowin-T as thou dost the way of right and duty 
I'hou who hast woiAipiped me, I worship thee, excellent 
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heart, thou wlio unknowingly Icnowest so much ’ Peace 
go AMth thee and comfort all thy days ” 

Then she departed, her baby holding out his little 
arms towards the holy man who spoke so kindly, with 
such love in his look But Siddartha now arose, 
strengthened by the wonderfid food he had eaten He 
went on in the forest to where a great tree grew It 
was m after ages known as the Bodhi tree, because 
under it Pnnee Siddartha obtained Buddlii or Know- 
ledge or AVisdom, and was styled Buddha, i e the Wise 
Here, seated in the shade of this tree, the hght came to 
lum It IS said that the wild creatures of the jimgle, 
the tiger, the bear, the panther, stood stiU as he passed 
to the tree and gazed at him, while the birds sang their 
sweetest songs to welcome him AH nature seemed to 
re]oice 

Then the shades of evenmg fell and night wrapped 
the land in darkness The powers of darkness, headed 
by Mara, the Prmce of Darkness, who aU hate the 
hght, hate truth, and hate goodness, gathered together 
from all quarters to tempt Buddha, to shake his mmd, 
and to keep the truth and the hght from him The 
armies of demons first tried to ternfy him, vuth dreadful 
thunder, with flashes of ^’rvld hghtmng, and with 
dreadful sounds and sights But Buddha remamed 
firm and fearless Then the demons changed their 
forms They became beautiful maidens and sang songs 
of wonderful sweetness to tempt him to listen to them 
and so forget his work But Buddha did not even hear 
them, so fixed was his mind on his quest for truth Tlien 
they offered him power, kingdoms, and thrones , but all 
was of no avail Mara even offered to make him one 
of the gods, “ vho change not, heed not, strive not ” 
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But Buddha lieard liim not Tlicn came the deadhest 
temptation of all Buddha sau ^\hat seemed the form 
of S4\eet Yasodhara, her dark eyes brimming 4 \ith tears, 
her arms stretched out towards him Sighing she 
said, “My Prince, I am djmg for you Come back 
to me, oh, come back before I die ” But Buddha 
was not deceived Full well he knew that the form he 
saAV w'as a demon and not lus wife “Flee false 
shadow,” he exclaimed, “ back to thy dark abode ' ” 
Then the shape Vamshcd In the third watch of the 
night the helhsh legions fled Buddha w as left alone 

Yet no one knows, no, not e\en the wisest, whether 
all these dreadful sights and soimds which Prmce 
Siddartha saw and heard were really outward things 
and bemgs or w'hether they were the imaginings and 
the thoughts of his own heart, as he sat there in deep 
meditation, lost to aU that was without, so that he 
really seemed to hear and to see the demons and the 
devils that appeared to swarm aroimd him But b} 
the force of his will he overcame them all He came 
back to consciousness, feehng that he had concpiered 
them all, all doubts and fears His mmd was now 
clear, and deep calm came over him The great 
Peace that he had longed for now seemed to have 
come at last The light m his nund grew brighter and 
brighter 

Then, as he sat on the groimd with his back against 
the tree, the truth came slowdy into his mind It seemed 
as if it had been there always He had sought it m 
the outwmrd wmrld, m the forest, among men, m the holv 
books, from the Brahmans, the Bishis, the Shastras, but 
not there could he find the truth But here it was at last, 
in his own mmd How it got there he could not tell 
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Por '=omc time lie had felt that it Aias coming Paint 
ghinnierings there had been Glimpses came and n cut 
Then as he sat under the Bodhi tree the light, faint at 
fir^t erren stronger and stronger till at last his mind 
crew full of light He became enlightened He became 
Baddh V 

As the hellish legions fled m the third watch of the 
night all his doubts and fears vamshed A great calm 
came oi er him A great peace filled his soul Then 
the fight dawned 

“ He saw 

Bv fight which slimes beyond our mortal ken 
The fine of all his fives m all the worlds, 

Par back and farther back and farthest yet, 

Pn e hundred fives and fiftv E\ en as one, 

At rest upon a mountain-summit, marks 
His path mud up by precipice and crag. 

The cataract the cavern and the pool, 

Backn ard to those dim flats wherefrom he came 
To reach the blue thus Buddha did behold 
Life s vipv ard steps long-linked, from levels low 
^^^lpre breath is base to higher slopes and higher 
Mlioreon the ten great Virtues wait to lead 
Tlie chmber slmvard Also, Buddha saw 
H on nen fife reaps n hat the old hfe did sow 
Hon wlicre its march breaks ofi new march besms , 
Holding the gam and answermg for the loss , 

'Vnd how 111 each hie good liegets more good, 

Ii-mI fresh c\nl , Death but casting up 
Debit 01 credit thereupon tld account 
In merits or demerits stamps itself 
B\ ‘■uro arithmic — ivhere no tittle drops — 

Con mi nud just on some nen-spnugmg bfe , 
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Wherein arc pachccl and scored past thoughts and 
deeds, 

Strivings and irniniphs, nicinorics and inaiks 
Of lives foregone ” 

In this wondcrfid vision he saw Ins own past h\es 
in past ages, one after another, and saw the secrets of 
life and death, the reasons for pain and disease and all 
the ills wdiich had filled lum with such sadness , he saw 
that no life on earth is complete, that earthly life is only 
one stage, one step in the life of man, that his real hfe 
began long before he was born, and does not end with 
death, but goes on by a new birth into another hfe 
Then wnth clear mmd and enlarged knowledge, as 
the Prince gazed up mto the skies, now filled with 
shilling stars, the w hole universe unfolded itself to him 
He saw mto the infinities of space , he saw farther than 
he had ever seen before, far farther than any man had 
ever seen His keen sight 

“ Ranged far beyond this sphere to spheres unnamed, 
System on system, countless worlds and suns 
Movmg m splendid measures, band by band 
Linked m division, one, yet separate, 

The silver islands of a sapphire sea 

Shoreless, luifathonied, imdiminished, stirred 

With waves w^hich roll m restless tides of change 

He saiv those Lords of Light who hold their worlds 

By bonds invisible, how they themselves 

Circle obedient loimd mightier orbs 

^^^llch serve profoimder splendours, star to star 

Flashing the ceaseless radiance of hfe 

ICnow iiig no uttermost These he beheld 

With unsealed vision, and of all those w orlds. 
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clc on epicycle, all tlicir talc 
01 Kalpa'! Maliakalpas — terms of time 
'Wliicli no man grasps yea tlioiigli he knen to count 
The drops m Gimga from lier springs to the sea, 
l\Ieasureless unto speech — nlierehy these ACax 
.\nd ivane whereby each of tins heavenly host 
h'lilfil'; its slnmng hfe and darkhng dies 
Onn ard and onward, depths and heights he passed 
Transported through the bine miimtndcs, 

^Marlong — ^lielnnd all modes, above all spheres, 

Bevond the burnmg impulse of each orb — 

That fixed decree at silent work which wills 
E\ olve the dark t-o hght the dead to hfe, 

To fuhiess void, to form the yet imformed, 

Good unto better, better unto best, 

By V ordless edict , having none to bid, 
hTone to forbid for this is past aU gods 
Immutable unspeakable, supreme, 

A Power u Inch builds unbmlds, and bmlds agam, 
Ruling aU things accordant to the rule 
Of wrtue nhich is beauty, truth, and use ” 

•so the Prmce passed the third watch of the night, 
gaming full Imon ledge of the universe In the next 
watch he saw through the secret of pam and sorrow and 
cnef w Inch afflict all men born of woman , he saw why 
1 here is ei il m this world, the puzzle which has perplexed 
all thinking men m all ages He saw that m this hfe 
not lung IS re.al, nothing lasts long, the whole world is 
'itmja illusion a dream, an empty show In hfe every 
yn has poinc sorrow attached to it, hke a shadoiv , 
c\ or\ ])leasure has a pain attached to it, so that if there 
wt'ic no earthly joy there would he no sorrow, if there 
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were no pleasure tliere nould Ijc no pain Yet every 
man desires pleasure, every man seeks to enjoy himself, 
and therefore every man must siifTer pain He san 

“ Ho^v Sorrow is 

Shado-w to life, moving vhere hfe doth rao\e , 

Not to be laid aside until one lays 
Living aside, with all its changing states, 

Birth, growth, decay, love, hatred, pleasure, pam, 
Being and doing ” 

Then man, who Icnons all tlus, conquers the desire for 
pleasure , he sees that desire is the source of all pam, all 
grief Yriiat do men desire ^ 

“ Pleasures, ambitions, wealth, 

Praise, fame, domination, conquest, Io\ e. 

Rich food and robes, fair abodes, and pnde 

Of ancient lines, and a wish for length of da\s, and strife 

To hve long and happily ” 

None of these thmgs lasts, none is perfect, each brings 
with it, or after it, some sorrow, some pam, some gnef, 
often some sin Any man vho thirsts for hfe must 
endure the sorrows of hfe and the pains of hfe The 
wise man trains his firm mmd 

“ To seek not, strive not, wrong not ” 

Meekly he bears all ills which come on him from eml 
thoughts or actions done by himself thoughtlessly m 
this birth or m some former birth, and subdues aU desire 
for empty joys and pleasures, so that at last he ceases 
to have any desires Then, 

“ AJl the sum of ended hfe — 

The Karma — all that total of a sold 
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AMiich IS llic 1 lungs it did tlic tlioiiglits it liad, 

The ‘ Fed it wove 

Gro'tt s jnirc and sinless either never more 
Xccding to find a body and a place, 

Or so niformiug -what fresh frame it takes 
In uev existence that the new toils prove 
Lighter and fighter not to fie at all, 

Tims ‘ finidung the Path ’ , free from Earth’s cheats , 
Released from all the trammels of the flesh , 

Broken from earthlv ties — for ever saved 
From vlurhng on the wheel aroused and sane 
A‘^ ]s a man vakened from hat.efiil dreams 
Liitil— greater than Kinss than Gods more glad ’ — 

The aching craze to live ends and hfe ghdes — 

Lifeless — to nameless qmet nameless ]oy. 

Blessed XIR^ axa — sinless stirless rest — 

That change which never changes ’ ” 

Now indeed the Prmce had ended his quest He was 
no longer Siddartha Prince of the Sakyas He was 
Bi nnn \ the Enhghtened the "Wise Then he arose 
and gazed on the sun 

“ Lo ' the Dawn 

Ppranc vith Buddh s Victory ’ lo ' m the East 
Plamod the first fires of beauteous day, poured forth 
Thronah fleeting folds of Night’s black drapery 
Ifich m the -widemug blue the herald-star 
1 idcd to paler sifier as there shot 
Brighter and brightest bars of rosy gleam 
Morose ilie grey Far ofl the shadowy lulls 
Siw the groat Sun before the vorld was ’vare, 

Lid donned their croNvns of crimson , flower by flower 
h ( h the V arm breath of Morn and ’gan unfold 
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Tlicir tender lids Over the spangled grass 
Swept the swift footstejis of the lovely Light, 
Turning the tears of Night to jo} oiis gems, 

Gilding the feathers of the palms, which waved 
Glad salutation , darting beams of gold 
Into the glades , touching with magic wand 
The stream to rippled ruby , in the brake 
Finding the mild eyes of the antelopes 
Ajid saying ‘ It is day ’ , m nested sleep 
Touclung the small heads under many a wing 
And whispering, ‘ Children, praise the hght of day ' ’ 
AITiereat there piped anthems of aU the birds, 

The koil’s fluted song, the bulbul’s hymn, 

The ‘ morning, mormng ’ of the painted thrush. 

The twitter of the sunbirds starting forth 
To find the honey ere the bees be out. 

The grey crow’s caw, the parrot’s scream, the strokes 
Of the green hammersmith, the myna’s chirp, 

The never-fimshed love-talk of the doves ” 


7 The Buddh^v returns to his Ho'me 

Seven long years had passed smee the Prince 
Siddartha had left lus palace, his father Kmg Suddho- 
dana, and his wnfe Yasodhara To her had been born, 
shortly after he had departed, a son who had been named 
Eahula 

These years had been years of sadness for his father 
and lus wife Especially the sw eet \ asbdhara knew no 
]oy of hfe She hved hke a widow, for her prince was, 
to her, dead Now^ and then a messenger had gone mto 
the coimtry round about, where\er he heard of some 
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liol-s sngc ll^^ng m tlie forest Mnny a rislu tlic messenger 
liad Msiled but he was not the Sakya Prince As tlic 
lime px'^sed and no news came the lonely Princess grew 
more and more sad Her face gren very pale, for she 
';]ieut the da vs m v cepmg her beautiful hair v as hid 
under a cloth so that she looked hkc a vndow Her 
dress was of white cloth and she wore no ornament 
Yerv slowlv she walked, and seemed to care not for 
life Indeed she woidd have died of grief but for the 
faint hope she had, and lery famt it was now, that her 
lo\ ed husband would one day return And one person 
she had to love and to care for — ^her httle son Hahula, 
now seven years old 

One day in the pleasant springtime, the season when 
the mango trees are m bud and the birds are singing 
sucellv Yasodhara went for a walk in the garden, 
1 along mth her the httle boy Rahula He was full of 
life and plav, as he fed the gold-fishes m the lotus pools 
m the garden Then suddenly one of her servant- 
maids ran up and cned, “ Great Prmcess, a band of 
merchants from far-off Hastmpur have just arrived 
The\ ha\e hrouglit ivith them many rare and costly 
things — rich cloth of gold, bowls of shunng brass, boxes 
of ivori jeuels of every sort and land, spices and scents 
and rare smgmg birds m cages, and oh, dear lady, they 
bring tidings of Hiw, our lord Prmce Siddartha, tlie hope 
of all our land , they have seen him face to face, they 
Into bent their knees to him m worship, for he has 
hecome a great teacher, a holy xishi, honoured by aU 
men a Biiddh vbo thevsav, mtb sueetest speech and 
lull la^^t as licateu, looks indeed dniiie, and these 
inncliants that lie is eten non on his nay here ” 

Yhon these nords fell on the ears of Yasodhara she 
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^^cnt almost mad joy , she danced and clapped her 
hands, and Innghed and cried m turn Then she said, 
“ Oh, bring those merchants to mo, for I long to hear 
their ne\\ s myself I will fill their girdles with gold and 
costly gems You too, my giid, who have brought me 
these jo}^!!! tidings, come with them, for you shall have 
gifts and gold ” 

Then the merchants went to the palace of the Princess, 
V ondenng at the beauty of the place , they v ent in 
and stood outside the purdah, while Yasodhara talked 
to them from witlun “ Have you seen my lord, fair 
sirs '2 ” she cried “ Is it true that he has beeome a Buddh, 
holy and world-honoured, and is he coming here ^ Oh, 
teU me if this is so Tell me what you ha^e seen and 
heard Tell me all about my lord These many years 
he has left me I have been as one dead Now I am 
ahve again I can scarcely speak for joy Oh, tell 
me, my friends, qmckly, qmckly ” 

“ Then answer made the merchants, ‘ We have seen 
That sacred Master, Pnneess ' we have bow ed 
Before his feet , he who was lost a Prmce 
Is found a greater than a Kmg of kmgs 
Under the Bodhi tree all through the mght 
That which shall save the world hath late been 

VTTOUght 

By him — the Friend of all, the Pimce of all 
Lo ' he IS well, as one beyond all dls, 

Uphfted far above all earthly woes, 

Sliming v ith risen Truth, golden and clear 
IMoreover as he entcreth town by town, 

Preaching those noble wajs which lead to peace. 

The hearts of men follow his path as lea^ es 
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Troop to the wind or sheep d^n^^ after one 
■\Alio blows the pastures We ourselves liave heard 
Those V ondrous hps and done thcui reverence 
He coiueth bther ere the first rams fall ” 

^^^)cn she heard these words, which she drank in as 
Ihc tlursty earth drinks m the dew from heaven, she 
said “ It IS good news, worthv sirs Be it well with 
vou non and at all times > But can yon tell me how all 
this happened ? Bliat do men say about it ^ 

Then the cluef merchant told her what they had 
heard from the countrv folk, for everybody, they said, 
was tallong about it Trulv it was a wonder such as 
hN mg men had never heard of before They could talk 
of notlung else “ It was a dreadful mght,” he said, 
“ wheu the Prince became a Buddh ^len say that he 
fought all the powers of darlmess and overcame them 
all Then the glorious morning daivned, and he sat 
rejoicing under his tree But for many days he pondered 
on the dut\ wluch lav before bm He, mdeed, was 
happv, for lie was a Buddh He had found wisdom 
He s^^\ throuch all tlungs , he knew all But the world 
w as si ill dark and sunk m ignorance and sm Men knew 
not cared not had no liope no mmd to see, no strength 
to break the chains wluch bound them Should he 
le<ne them m their sm and misery, passing himself at 
mue into Xinaiia ’ He felt that he could not do this 
Then lie soomod to hear a voice as if the whole earth 
(iinl to lum 111 its agouv 

‘ Snreh/ I am h^t I lost, 

1 atid )inj ocaline^ ’ 

1 in 11 tiii're w IS a pause and the same voice cried again 
0 ^mgldtj one preach thy great law ’ 
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“ TIic Biidclli Jicnrrl tlio cry of tho earth and at once 
lie made up liis mind His ^\ay ivas clear, he sa\\ 
wliat he had to do He spolvc aloud and the earth 
heard him 

“ ‘ Tra ! 1 french '' 

117/010 u'iil Jtsleu, let him Icnrii the Iniv ’ 

“ Then the iMaster arose, the great teacher ■who ■«'as 
to teach the w’orld how to hvc, how to obtam peace 
First he went to the holy city of Benares, where he choie 
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five of his foUo-wers, for many men follow ed lum These 
five disciples he taught the law, the secrets of fife and 
death, liow' men have no fate except the fate which 
they themsehes have made for themselves by their 
owni acts m this birth and former births , there is no 
hell other than the hell each man makes for himself , 
there is no heaven other than the hea\en each man 
makes for himself, and no heaien is too high for any 
man to reach by himself with no help from anyone else 
Then he taught these truths to fifty-five nobles of the 
laud, w ho all heard his w ords and follow ed him, and as 
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]io ilirougli llic lana peace sprang np all round, 

nil A\nr and fighting cca^-cd Then he called out, sixty 
innre of In'! followers holy men who had become perfect 
ni patience and had laid aside all worldly desire, and 
^ent them forth to teach the wa's and the law 

“ When he had done this he went on to the kingdom 
ofBmiba-^ara where he had been before The King, Ins 
^on and all Ins people belieAed and leanied the new' 
law of loae and how to live And nine hundred men 
bee line monks and w ore the vellow robe as Buddha him- 
>-011 did and went forth to spread the law —winch w’as 

“ ‘ il (Icrfh arc drhh irhch he paid, 

Good drrd^ pai/far evil decd‘! 

Siam n d faUov goodves<^ 

Ilvle i/ovrse?/ T/ns i*? ihc B at/ ’ " 

\\ lieu the chief merchant had said this he was silent 
'J hen Yisndlnra sent them nch gifts and asked them by 
wiiil road the Buddha would come and how" long it 
would take him 

He eomev the\ replied “ b\ wa^ of Rajagnha, 
which IS about a month s]ounie> awa\ ” The merchants 
then look lease of the Princess and departed 

him Ivinc tsuddhod.ina heard the news, he sent mne 
iiiistN messencers to the country ruled by Bimbasara, 
one .ifiei motlier Each of them was charged with the 
suno mevs.icc He was to tell his son tliat his father, 
now V, xen \eirs older than when Ins son had left him, 
lumecd him to reinrn to take tlie throne and rule the 
K'din of hiv father lest he should die and see Ins face 
no more Yasr/dharn also sent nine nobles of the court, 
nun who It td been the jilaiTellows of the Prince m his 
1 omh t.c bey of Itnn lo come back to her and to lus son 

F 
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Rdlniln, wlio an as part of himself, but ^\llom lie had not 
yet seen 

But when the messengers, the Sakya lords, reached 
the court of Bnnbasara, one after another, and heard 
Buddha preaching and teaching his nen Ian of lo\e, 
each of them was so charmed by nhat he heard that he 
forgot his message, forgot his onn lung, forgot Yaso- 
dhara, forgot cver}dlimg and everybody, imablc to speak 
a -word, able only to gaze upon the Master and listen 
to Ins words MHicn ICmg Suddhodana found that not 
one of his messengers returned, he called for the chief 
of his coimciUors named Udayi, nho had been the plaj- 
mate of Prmce Siddartha w hen he n as a bo}^ , and bade 
him take the same message, and to stop for nothing till 
he found lum MTien Udayi dren near and san the 
messengers m the croud hstemng to the nofds of the 
great teacher, he guessed the reason why they were so 
charmed and he picked some cotton from the cotton 
trees that grew^ m the garden and stuffed his ears full of 
it so that he might not come imder the spell of the w ords 
of the Buddha hke the other messengers Then he w ent 
right up to the preacher and dehvered his message 
every word of it, as well as the message of the Princess 
Yasodhara 

AVhen he had heard the messages Buddha ineeklv 
bow'ed his head and said before all the people, “ Yes, I 
wall go to my father, for it is my duty to do so, and it is 
m}^ wish to do so Let every man revere his parents 
wdio gave him being, so that he may hve a pure and 
holy life, wiping out by good actions m this hfe the effect 
of evil actions done in former hi es, and thus get nearer 
to the blessmg of Nirvana when his larma is complete 
Now' I go to my father ” 
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lieu llic iuc‘i 50 ugor‘^ licfiTcl this, they roii on ni front 
to gne tlic non': to the King Wlicn he heard the glad 
lidiiic': he ':ent out orders to all the people to be ready 
to nclconie their rnnee So the city of Kapilavastu 
m'' made rend\ the ‘streets nere swept and watered, 
and loa\ ea and flow era laid on them a beautiful pavilion 
w aa ramed at tlie anutli cate of the citv bv which he 
would enter w ith pillars and walls of silk and gold cloth , 
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flics waiod from the windows of e\ery house, and 
«1e])lniits with siher howdihs and tusks tipped wnth 
cold wen hold lu readiness, and troops of dancing girls 
wen oidered to go forth and dance and sing as soon as 
tlu \ '^ho^ll(l hear the drums and trumpets announce the 
( nmme of tlie rrincc 

llni \ asodh ira anxious to be the first to welcome 
}i( I Ion! cut into her litter aud was carried out m it, out 
of ihe Muith cate, alouc the southern road, right into 
ih(' '-nburb- of the town where h%ed the base-born, the 
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untouchables, A\]vo could not approach the Brahman or 
tlie Kshatnyn, for their touch would defile them Yet 
even these poor and despised folk had got up early m 
the morning, and swept clean the ground m front of the 
cottages , and although they dared not go on tlie road 
they stood m the doorw ays of their houses wath smihng 
faces, wdiilc some climbed on tlic trees, to catch the first 
sight of the elephant on which, it was said the Pnnee 
wmdd ride into the city Yasodhara saw all this and it 
pleased her, but onward she went and then stopped to 
look out for the Prince on his elephant As she sat 
there, looking out of her litter, suddenK she saw 

“ One slow' approaclung with his head clo'^e shorn, 

A yellow' cloth over his shoulder cast 
Girt as the hermits are, and in his hand 
An earthen bow'l, shaped melonwise the winch 
Meekly at each hut-door he held a space 
Takmg the granted dole wnth gentle thanks 
And all as gently passing w liere none gaA e 
Two follow ed him wearui" the i ellow robe, 

But he who bore tlie bowl so lorcllv seemed. 

So reverend, and wnth such a passage mo\ ed, 

With so commanding presence filled the air 
With such sw'eet eyes of hohness smote all. 

That, as they reached luin alms the givers gazed 
Aw'estruck upon lus face, and some bent dowm 
In -worship, and some ran to fetch fresh gifts 
Giieved to be poor , till slowly, group bv group, 
Children and men and w omen drew behind 
Into his steps, whispermg with covered lips, 

‘ YHio IS he w'ho ^ when looked a Eishi thus ^ ’ 

But as he came wnth quiet footfall on 



ptvMliou lo * the 'Silken, door 
Lifiotl find ahnmcilod Ynsodhnra 
Slnod in his path crying ‘ Siddartha ' Lord ' ’ 

AVit h w idc OA cs streaming and mth close-clasped hands, 
Tlicn sohhmg fell upon his feet, and lay 

Tidings of all this soon reached the Ivmg When he 
licard hoM his son the Prince of the land, nas coming 
to spc bun dressed like a beggar in a yelloii robe, 
Mitli his head shaien and a beggar’s bonl m his 
h iiid begemg for food from outcasts, he grew furious 
Filled inth wrath he inoimted his war-horse and rode 
forth to meet him his lords with lum, through the 
ciowded citi But when he met his sou his heart went 
out tow arch him for he loi'ed him, especially when, with 
gentle exes lus son gazed at lum fondly and then sank 
on his hnoe m reiercuce as a son ought to do when he 
meets his fathei; He saw too the dmue majesty and 
lilon 111 lus face and noted how aU men stood awed 
mil silont before him Nevertheless he said, “ Is it 
couK to this that m\ noble son Siddartba, steals back 
into his own kingdom like a beggar ? MTiy does he not 
let 111 n in pom]) and crandeiir to Ins subjects, and his 
fitiiei and liis xxife who haxe waited for him all these 
(•111 len- ^ Oh mi sou whv is this YTiat does it 
ill mean '' 

III father icphed the son, “this is the custom 
of uix 1 ue 

T)i\ lue' exclaimed the King “Thy noble 
KOntiix 1 1 HO fount- a hundred throned kings before 
till I bm none of them Ins oxer done a deed like this ' ” 

1 s]hm!, not of a mortal line of descent ” rephed his 
sun uoi of ean lib race but of the race of Buddhas, 
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llie Buddhas \\]io linve been and nlio shall be Of 
them J am, and vhat they did I do , ho^v they li\ed 
I live In love and self-control, and doing of good, a 
Buddha is greater than any king who ever ruled Now 
I come as a Buddha, to offer first to thee, my father. 



Kinc Soddiiod\n\ t\ke-i nis Sons Bn gim Bowl to i \rRT it 
(From a tculpturo \t l amllim) 


With my deepest reverence, of the treasure of wisdom 
and of Icnowledge which I have foimd, even the holv 
law" of love and of goodness which rules the imu’erse 
w"luch I now" teach and preach to all the w orld ” 

He said this with such majesty and with such love 
and such grace that the King was deeplv moved All 
anger left him He dismoimted from his horse and took 
the hand of his son, and so, hand m hand, father and son 
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Milked dniTO the cro^xded <5ircet, the King holding Ins 
=nn ho\\l m lus hand all men homing to the ground as 
Ihev passed up to the palace With them \\cnt- Yaso- 
dhara and on the \^a\ Buddha told them lus new law 
Thoi drank m lus words full of grace and wisdom, and 
before thev sle]it that night King l>uddhodana and the 
Pnnees*; Yasbdhara entered on the Bath and became 
disopiles and followers of the Buddha 


8 Tnr L\w or Bi inmi 

There m Kipilaxastu the citi of the Sakyas 
Buddha proclaimed h\s new law of hue and wisdom, and 
t uiglil men how to Ine and how to enter the heaven of 
Xinana the blest abode of eternal ])eace It was in the 
exening The King wa'- there ind around stood the 
Slkin lords and all the courtiers were behind There, 
ton weie the dmujiles of the Buddha clad like their 
Y isicr in \ ellow rol)e.s \\ Ins feet sat sweet Yasodhara, 
ill her heartaches gone ■'WejU aw at bv the teaching of 
hrr lord for she saw now m front of her that hfe which 
knows no lae md then the death when Death itself has 
'bed and the blessed Nirxaiu hers for e\er As the 
’ll isi or '-jioke riaht throiigli the eieumg the Night, it is 
s ud si<iod sill) to bst(>n Niglit seemed like a goddess 
tile e](»iids were liei hair in thick rolls the stars were the 
]>earls and dnmonds m her irowm the moon was her 
foiiluMd jiwd and deepening tluides of darkness were 
hn garment'' tr.uhng along the skJe^ In the gardens, 
is to ns e\e (ould see there stood a cast crowd of men 
of dl (astcv .ind colour'- hstcniug eagerh to every word 
^o lou-i hw spvocli was and &o many were Ins words. 
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flint they ennnot ho tr)lfl here Tho\ ninv nil he rend 
in Die snrred hooks Buf Diis ,s i h(He of nhat ho 
t.Ulehf 

The i^hnstrns tell iis Di it hrst of nil there wns dark.- 



Hi I 1 n \ 1 itF \ »IJ\ IN luj- « \» i t ^ 

( M rs Maniiiii t n < uf t u I ) 


nes6 no light at .ill onli Bralun tluakiiie Dimkinif 
tlunkmg Yet 1 tell \t)u that e\eu before Bralun there 
wab a PouLR but what that Power was no man can 
know or think of or dream of, foi as far hack as he can 
go in Ills tlumghtb thete is bometlumj still behind Tint. 
IS aihiutv which has no beginmug Yau is tmite, and 
hib iiund is tinito Ecerdiimg he thinks, had some 
beginning , but hero theie was no beginning 


7 ^ 


THE LIGHT 01 ASIA 

All ^\c '^cc or licnr nround ourselves and tlic 

enrlh aucl nil llie w orlds nnd suns and stars, are chnngiug, 
(Imnunic cliauginc — ^tlicx lla^c always liccn clranging 
and will always change Nothing lasts All is mayo, 
illusion eiuptv show— nothing real nothing lasting 

Ah nn hrothers and sisters, the gods arc helpless to 
hel}i a ou Do not seek their aid by prayers and hymns 
aii(l sacrifices and offerings These arc vain , the help 
\ ou sock lies in a ourseb es Each man makes his ow n 
jirisnn brings ]iain and e^^l and death on himself by 
Ins own deeds His own happiness too depends not on 
am la\oui of aiiA god but on Ininself alone, on Ins own 
deeds m this life or m some former hfe The angels in 
liens on are now reaiimg the frmts of their own good 
deeds m the ]iast The de\nls in hell are now sufiermg 
the ]niinshmcnt for their own ivickedness m some bygone 
ice He who now toils as a slave in misery and pain 
mil m his next hirth into this world he born a prmce, 
hoc nise of his good deeds as a slave And he who rules 
as 1 kmc ma\ in lus next hfe wander over the land as 
1 sine m racs because of things he has done or left 
undone Hifo is n wlieel tint is exer turmng He who 
coes \i]i the wheel to-dan must go dowm the wdieel 
ttmnoimw— he who goes down to-day will come up 
i<> iiioirow 11m is hfe Not till a man ceases to live 
will ho oeiso to turn Not till he ceases to sm will he 
c('aso to Ino tlm mortal hfe 

Yet there is for man a wav of escape Do good, 
think cood then will son sutfer no more but pass into 
blosvod Ninaiia where there is no change, no whirling 
on ihe wheil 

1 ^el\ nun who sum hui-ts himself The thief steals 
hiv own ciHub for he steak awaN lus own meat and 
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must sutler for it ITc wlio kills niiotlicr lolls himself, 
nnd dreadful Mill his sufferings be m many births to 
come JIc Mho docs good to others is doing good to 
himself nnd draM'ing near to Nirvana, the hea\en of 
heavens He is cancelling the effect of some evil action, 
it may be, done in some former birth 

In the great account kept by DJmrmn, the great Lav 
of the Universe, every action, good or bad, is Mntten 
doMm , every M'ord, even every thought, is noted In 
that great LaM" pardon is not knoMn , no man can suffer 
for another , the Law cannot be bnbed , no offermg, 
however costly, wiU make amends for an}' sin, hoMever 
trifling , the blood of no beast offered m saenfice can 
wpe out the shghtest part of the debt , no man can 
atone for the sm of another man, or Mash away the 
guilt of any smner , the man who sms must die, and 
must himself pay for his sm He cannot escape from 
the punishment due for his sm , he must pay his 
own debt It may take ages to do it, but it must 
be done 

AATiat a man sows he reaps If you sow corn you 
MuU reap com , if you som oil-seed you will reap oil-seed 
This is the eternal laM If you sow e^^l you will reap 
evil , if you sow good, you wU reap good 

He who shall day by day be merciful to aU around, 
to man and beast , he m ho is holy aU his life, and kind 
and loving and true , he who has ceased to desire earthly 
pomp and shoM% riches and lugh rank , he who is quite 
free from selfishness. Mho flunks not of himself but of 
others. Mho returns good for e\’il, such a man is free 
from guilt At the end of his life he is hke a debtor 
who has paid all his debts and omcs no one anvtlung 
His larma is finished He need not h\ e again , he 
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\V\]\ not die agau\ He m perfect peace , lie has 
earned rest he has reached Nirvana 

Dhanna or the Lavr of Justice, is the great balance 
ninth neighs the actions of innn In one scale his good 
ictions arc put in the other scale his e\'il actions It 
is a perfect balance far more exact than the balance 
mod b^ anv goldsmith When all the good that a man 
does IS exactli equal to all the evil that he has done in 
.dl the Ines that he has Ined then the two scales are 
Inlaneed The man is mthout guilt he need not hve 
aeam his spmt is pure he enters Nirvana 

Tlieii Buddha told them his Five Rules of Life They 
were 

Fv^ily Do not kill anv Imng creature 
t^crondhj Gi\ e freelv and take anvthmg that is offered 
\ oil but do not steal 

TlmdJy Do not he nor bear false mtness, nor 
slander anvbodi 

FauUMy Do not touch strong drink nor drugs of 
un Iviud keep vour minds clear and your bodies clean 
F-iflJiJy Be pure in thought and word and deed 

1^01 foit> -fi\ 0 ^ cars after this Buddha v. andered over 
main Iinds vith a band of followers, preaching and 
ti'ulune Then he passed into Nirvana He taught 
men 10 live quiet and peaceful lives not to indulge m 
IiiMii K's noi to piactise austerities, neither to fast nor to 
l<‘ t^( imduh , but to walk m his “ middle path ” keeping 
Im ]'i\o Rules of Life ’ Abore all he taught men 
lint to liuH m\ !i\mg being All uars ceased in the 
(onutius winch followed hn teachings No saciifices 
Will oflt u'd 111 leinjdte 

1 Cl! i!uit;o ^^]lo wnhed to give themsehes wholly 
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to a roligmas lifp O) l)o n^Ins IiLp hmisalf lie made 
special rules Tlu \ li\ed a[)art from the rest of the 
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A\oild, m a vikar<t or mi>n<i'>tt r\ ofti n .i (<i\> on thi 
side of a bill Tlinr onh po-s^t utn i \ello\\ 

robe, a beggiug-bow 1 .nul i staff Tier* wirt women 
called nuns as well as nun who wtn talhd monks 
At tins day tlictc are niimlu rs of tlum in Tilut and 
in Ceylon 




\aTf>riA Itn'iiNis, 


India Revisited 

1 Xf\\ Bomba\ 

^\llo ]ul"d the Bonian empire about 2000 
\oirs apo said of Borne, “ I found it mud , I leave it 
uiarlilo and ilie \ I'^itor fo India after so long an absence 
a^ mine niiplit ju'^tli evclaim “ I left Bomba)' a town of 
wareliousps and office^ 1 find her a city of parks and 
]) dices 

IsMui tbe mam streets of business and traffic are 
I onsidei ibh de^ eloped and im])ro\ed, with almost more 
lif(' ind colour than of old Cro\\ds of Asiatics fill the 
b 1/1 ITS and the chief mercantile thoroughfares No 
win 1 C could be seen a busier and brighter city hfe ' 
Im'suIc the cndlc-'S crowds of Hindu Guzerati and 
Main itla ])cu]ilc coining and going — some in gay dresses, 
but inovt with next to none it all — between the rows of 
]Minicd hoiisi's Old temples there are to be studied here 
sjHciniiiis of (\('n rice and nation of the East Arabs 

< 4 
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from iMuscai, Persians from the Gulf, Afglians from the 
Northern frontier, blade shaggy Bilnclus, negroes of 
Zanribar, islanders from the ]\Inldives and Laccadives, 
Malays, and Chinese push past Parsees m their sloping 
hats, with Jews, Lascars, fishermen, Eajputs, Fakirs, 
Europeans, Sepoys, and Salubs Innumerable carts, 
drawl by patient, sleepy-cycd oxen, thread their creaking 
way amid tram-cars, palanquins, and handsome English 
carnages Familiar to me is this play of bright colours 
and these noisy crowds But Hindu fashions and 
manners remain unchanged and imchangeable StiU, as 
ever, the population lives its accustomed life m the 
pubhc gaze, doing a thousand things in the roadw ay, in 
the gutter, or m the httle open shop, which the European 
performs inside his closed abode The imclad merchant 
posts up his account of pice and annas with a reed pen 
upon long rolls of paper under the eyes of all the world 
The barber shaves his customer, and cleans his ears, 
nostrils, and fingers on the side-walk The shampooer 
cracks the jomts and rubs and squeezes the muscles of 
his cbents wherever they happen to meet together The 
guru drones out his Sanskrit shlokes to the httle class of 
brown-eyed Brahman boys , the sitar-smger twangs his 
wires , worshippers stand mth clasped palms before the 
images of Rama and Parvati , the beggars squat in the 
sim, rocking themselves to and fro to the monotonous 
cry of “ Dhurrum ” , the bheesties go about with water- 
skins sprmkliug the dust , the shm bare-hmbed Indian 
girls ghde along with baskets full of chupatties or 
“ brattles ” of cow-dung on their heads, and with small 
naked babies astride upon their lups Everywhere, 
behind and amid the vast commercial bustle of modern 
Bombay, abides ancient, calm, conservatn e India, with 



IXDIA KEVISITFD <9 

lior iinclinncmc; cn'^toni'? and dccplv rooted popular 
domed nuhrolccn from immemorial days And 
merhend in c^e^v open s]iaco amid quaint roof-to])s, 
and rons of red blue or saffron-bued liouscs, the 
feathered croiATis of the date trees ■v^a^e, the sacred fig 
dielter‘^ the aqiurrel and the parrot, ■\^hlle the air is 
])eo]iled Mith hordes of clamorous grey-uecked crons, 
and full of the “ Kites of Go\ mda ” nheehng and scream- 
inc under a cloudless canopv of sunhght The abundance 

of animal life even in the suburbs of this great capital, 
apjieara once more nonderful although so well knomi 
and remembered of old You cannot drop a morsel of 
bread or fruit but fortv keen-beaked sleek, daring crons 
erond to snatch at the spoil and m the tamarind tree 
nhicli oierhangs our \erandah mav at this moment be 
eounled more than a hundred red-throated parakeets, 
clnttering and darting like Ine fruit, among the dark- 
green branches India does not change ' 

One cannot be a da\ m tins land mthout obser\nng 
lion the ancient norshi]) of the con stiU holds the minds 
of the Hindus Those baskets of “ brattles ” (flat cow- 
dunc cakes) are the established fuel of the country The 
Buiiaras are the onh sect m British India nluch allon 
tlie con to labour and good Brahmans null feed a cow 
befoie the\ take their own breakfast, exclaiming, 
H iiisihter of Surrhbi formed of fi^ e elements, auspicious, 
imre ind hoh sjirung fiom the sun accept this food 
from me Sihitation and jieace ’ ’ E\er>i;hing nhich 
foiiK'^ from the con is considered to be sacred and 
pmifvnm the dnqqmigs are plastered mth nater over 
thi Hours ind ^ eiand ills of uearh all Hindu liouses, and 
upon the 1 ookine-iilnces the ashes of con -dung are 
"Md mth lolounng ])ondonv, to mark the foreheads. 
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ncclvs, nnd arms of tlic pious I observed this morning 
my hamal (lienrer) reverently touch the compoimd cou 
as she passed him, vhen nobody was looking, and raise 
his hand to liis nioiitli --He doubtless muttered the 
mantra, “ Ilail, 0 cow ' mother of the Eudra, daughter 
of the Vasu, sister of the Aditya ' ” India does not 
change ' 

Yet, a visit yesterday at the house of a well-known 
Hindu gentleman showed me that certain social altera- 
tions are silently operating at this Indian metropolis 
He w'as a remarkably advanced and enbghtened Hindu 
renowTied for his freedom from prejudices , but twenty 
years ago even this courteous and kindly personage could 
not have received me in his mansion as he now did 
Meeting us at the door of Ins house m spite of feeble 
health, he led the ladies of our partv up his staircase to 
the drawnng-room, where they were at once joined by 
the wife and daughters of the Hindu kmight These 
amiable Indian ladies could talk English perfectly, 
chatted on ordinary matters, on laches’ dress and on their 
colours, and in aU respects observed our own manners, 
except that at the close of our ■\nsit they presented to 
their Enghsh friends deliciously fragrant bimches of 
roses and jasmme, and ofiered the aromatic pan siipdri 
(betel-nut) and the rose-water Later on in the same 
day w'e again met the daughters and sons of our host at 
a “ musical afternoon ” given in a large house on jMalabar 
Hill by a Parsee gentleman Here there were assembled 
in a really magmficent pillared hall, pa^ed with white 
and blue marble, some eighty or a liimdred of the leadmg 
members of Parsee, Hindu, and lEohammedan society, 
including at least forty Indian ladies A nimiber of 
Enghsh officials of high rank and other residents 
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niinpled xnth llie largo Indinn party on perfectly easy 
mid equal ground^ but no London dranmg-room could 
lia\o pro'^oniod a '^ecne so bnglit in colour and cliaracter 
1 ho Pqr'^oc and Hindu ladies — many of them personally 
n]0‘^1 cliarinmg in appearance and all gentle and graceful 
in demeanour— n ore lo\elv dresses of every conceivable 
hue rose colour amber purple siher, gold, azure, white, 
green and crimson A Giizerati girl in red and gold 
smg The Last Lose of Summer” witli great skill, to 
1 lie pnno phi ed In her sjster and then a nug of Parsee 
m ndciis in flomug sill,, robes and dark glossy tresses, 
(hnbed a “ song-circlc softlv ‘Ringing m chorus, and 
beating time nitli their hands while they moved grace- 
fulb round and round m a ring The music ended wuth 
“ <h)d Sa^e the Queen quite correctly sung m their 
own lancuace In a number of these Indian maidens, 
ind ifter refreshments had been handed round, chaplets 
of flowers and little balls of rosebuds and the fragrant 
(liaiiqn Inids were distnbuted, and the well-pleased 
< ouqiam separated In the light of innumerable oil lamps 
''Ot amonc llie shrubs and trees of the compound 
\ aiiiodh Mich 1 cathenng is a great and signal token of 
the mnciMnc friendship arisiny between tbe races , nor 
could ni\ thiiur be calculated more In impress and gratify 
,i fu'vii oliM'uei eommy back after many bygone years, 
to iiMuh 111 Ttonibn 

Till' now luumeipal institutions of Bombay arc also 
N <'i \ iioi ihh In that collection of handsome and 

>< ions h.dl^ r died ihc ‘ Criwford Market,” fish, flesh, 
\ee.'i l)les tl„w(-^^ fnut and general commodities are 
-.'id m Mimrai. buildings M] kept m admirable order 
etio ( 1 , nduH-s uid all opemnsi upon green and shady 
" >1 !nis The Hindu or Eurojiean housewife finds 

G 
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printed lists nlTixcd at the gates giMng the da} s prices 
The quotations arc given for cocoa-nuts, plantains, 
jioinegranatcs, and limes — for meat, poiiltr}, and green 
stuff, and numbers of bright-e\cd naked Hindu bo}s 
attend each customer, with basket on head eager to 
carry their purchases Great as the morning heat was 
w'hcn we strolled through the crowded thoroughfares of 
this fine market e\ crythmg seemed fresh and clean In 
the side-walks of the place Persians with white bush>- 
tailed cats for sale, bird-catchers with quails and snipe, 
]uugle people wutli monkeys and wild animals pitch their 
little camps , and on all sides there seemed c\ idcnce of 
plentiful supphes and general well-doing In fact the 
population of Bombay, to judge from the streets and 
marts, are well employed, well fed and contented with 
few beggars about and perfect public order Here and 
there, under the walls of a temple or bndge w ill be seen 
rows of beggars exhibiting their deformed limbs or 
diseased bodies as a means of Inehhood , and stnngs of 
bhnd people, led by a sharp-sighted lad go about m the 
morning from shop to shop asking for the pice, or 
handfid of gram, w Inch is seldom refused b} the charitable 
Indian But there seems httle general po\ erty m the 
biiS}'^ ways, and its death-rate at the present moment 
w'ould be considered good even for a European city 
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'111 It section of the drcnl Indian Peninsular Baihvay 
winch luii"' fmm Boinb.i’\ lo llie cajntal of tlie Maliratta 
iinintn i"' i'n interest ms; a'' an^ hundred miles of iron 
loul in tho woild IjcaMiig Biculla Station, the tram 
iunIuu'j: tliinniih iiroi cs of date and cocoa palms, amid 
ti'inph"' moNipics and clmrchcs di emg-grounds spread 
with \cre'> of new -di]i])cd brilliant mILs and calicoes , by 
biiiinne-gh intN and IniTMug-places , bv mills, stone- 
\ tiih md fivii-diMiin -heds through herds of wandering 
in own sheep and me\ jzoUn dro\es of huflaloes and kine, 
nil! me n ihionss of bus\ people all these couihme into 
a toiitninmis putine t'rossmjr an inlet of the sea, the 
lni< lu't (I'l'ts ihc island of ^llsotto and arrives, past 
in no 1 low uniftd Milano and tangled iiatch of ]nngle, 
I 1 nnn Hew tin oiuBiug spurs of the Sthadri 
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Mountains — coloured red and black, and capped intli 
extraordinary s(]uarc rocks, like Mailed fortresses, or 
domes and pinnacles constantly resembling temples — 
shut in tbe sea-flat upon, wliicli tlie toMm stands , and ive 
come to a spot Mhere, Mith natural beauty on all sides, 
tbe thickets on the lulls shelter tigers and panthers, and 
the ivatcr sMarms Math alligators Of late years these 
Muld creatures have been largel}' exicted by sea and land, 
and even the pretty striped palm squirrel — whose back 
IS marked with Parvati’s fingers — and the green para- 
keets M'lth rosy neck-nngs are becoming rare in places 
■which once abounded \ntli them 

The to'viTi of Tanna is interesting historical!) Portu- 
guese, Mahrattas, and British lia\e fought stoutly for 
these nch fields and tree-clad hill-sides and in the old 
fort here is^as once co nfin ed Tninbulqi, the ^vlly minister 
of Baji Rao, last of the Peishwas or Deccan kings That 
famous chief was imder guard in Tanna -sNatched by 
a strong force of European soldiers , but a Deccanee 
groom, pretending to exercise a horse beneath the pnson 
walls, managed, while singing a Mahratta song, to com ey 
to Tnmbulqi, by the uords of his loudly chanted ballad 
aU the information necessary to enable the pnsoner to 
know ivhere and M'hen the fleet horses would be waiting 
which the same night earned him away Next, crossing 
to the mainland, the railv ay proceeds along the banks of 
a creek — hned inth palm gro\es, mangoes, and fig trees, 
and peopled iintli snoMy egrets and flocks of the green 
bee-eaters— to Callian, wlucli was m far-away times a 
very large and flourishing place, and the abode, among 
other ancients, of Chanakya, the teacher of King San- 
drocottus or Chandra-gupta In the Haluci-MiiJa, or 
“ Jowel-'wxeath,” it is wuritten hoAv, in the time of ^ ikram, 
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\i) (.Mf, “ ilic rnp!inUit\ Kahnii lies iwll of the spoih 
nf umqiKTcd foes of camo]*^ hordes cars, eleplinnte 
■'fwelh't^ clolh-innlvcr'^ chanot-hwldcrs makers of 
ornamental xea'.oh roMrlc there and the nails of the 
hou'-e'i are co\ creel mth coloured pictures Physicians 
ind profo'^^-or" of the niechamcal arts abound, as uell ns 
iho^e of nm‘^ic and schools are pro\ndcd for public 
etlueation 

?A tlu^ tune the \a‘^t wall of the «S\hadns — black in 
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i1m' nid nolden in the "'Unset — is closely ap- 

pmuhi'd M m\ a ''inking mountain mass appears 
iloiiu iliiv barrier whicb nuis north and 'south for 
ivoiimiilrni mdiucnix niiK afiorduig only two breaks 
m d! lilt tNit'ui of liie tominuoii'^ rausie where a cart- 
loid oi 1 ul\\a^ could In conctructcd— the Bhor and the 
'lai (diaiuv \t Kmju ihe rnlwa\ boldlv attacks 
ilu-- tiunmou- obvi.ule biixnnunix to climb aloft by a 
I'- sc loutt t,f siMoou uuhv fiom the steaming Concan 
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up to tlic breezy Dcccnn In that distance the po^\e^ful 
engines lift tlie tram nearly two thousand feet, dning 
into tunnels, rushing into dark cuttings, amid scenery 
alternately terrible and lo\cl}, which now presents fair 
and far-stretching plains, dotted with nce-fields and 
villages, and now abysses of awful depth down which 
wm ga/e a thousand feet, awed \ct charmed b> the com- 
bination of gloomy rock and gleaming verdure, of streams 
trickling or foaming through the liottom of the lonel} 
glens, and solitary hamlets half hidden by palms 
Emerging at last on to level ground, a bimgalow is seen 
perched upon the utmost edge of the ver} wildest crag 
of the range The garden wall of this singular abode 
nses over a ravine fifteen hundred feet deep, which used 
to be the haunt of numberless tigers, leopards, bears 
and other forest ammals Wolves, wuld boar, and the 
great Indian deer called “ bara-singh,” or “twelve- 
horns,” are still comparatively common throughout the 
bnnk of the table-land, which here bnngs us into the 
plateau of Central India, upon the wade maidans and 
rocky flats of Maharashtra, the “ Great Kingdom,” the 
Deccan of the Peishwas In tins region — famihar enough 
to myself in bygone years — our tram still rushes along 
under the shadow s of the qiuck-falling mght, until Poona 
IS reached, and we descend, m clouds of dry wlute 
fragrant Indian dust, at the capital of the Mahrattas 
A drivm next day about the cantonments and a walk 
through the bazaars serve to disclose how httle India 
changes amidst all the alterations which have come wuth 
British rule Twenty-tliree years vnU naturallv make a 
difference ahke in men and cities, and Poona m that 
period has become a much larger and handsomer station 
Maidans, which once stretched without a tree or hut to 
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illy fool of ffic flnf ATC lAow co\crcd with bungnlows 
mid pardc)i‘i n fine ^c^^ findgc sjinns the TDCr, and \n^ 
miucut Colloce nf flic Vi'^hrambagli has been replaced by 
a mapiiihccnt lien edifice beyond the Bund, nhcre the 
Brahman ‘^Indents find lodging as well as tuition A 
(Inrnnng ]>nbhc garden overlooks the nater, nhcre fields 
of bajn and ]oMaT] once harboured quail, and all the 
‘'iibinb'' ouBide tlie citi haac been so transformed that I 
must eonfos'^ to ha\o wandered wholly lost amidst the 
new roads and houses, unable to find the spot where I 
onee In eel until after considerable search The city 
itself lioweier remains almost exactly what it was a 
qimtei of a eenturi— -or indeed a century— ago The 
sune ]iioturcsque crowd of Brahmans Purbhoos, 
M.ihiattas Koombics Gosaems Banias, bright-eyed 
women and naked browai babies fills the narrow lanes 
and the gioat bazaar of the Moli-chouk The same 
]),inited Itoiise-fronfs open their little shops — wuth the 
iiKuhaut s(]viattmp mud his small commodities — to the 
(hilleimg slieet Tlieie still are the old temples m full 
■-w me Aaiuh tlio stone-lnill is staring as always before, 
into tlie open comer of ilie ]»otters quarter, where Siva 
sil^ m led md gold under his canopy of snake-heads 
Hound tlie eri’it rod Lincam m the next street on the 


iitdii hand ined to bo ringed m succession a sweetmeat 
s]io|i 1 (Im 1 s sliod a tobacco-stall and a store for the 
^di of ]anple and green class bangles We turn, and 
ilii'U' titiw ire the little sho]is son succeeding father m 
ilu' u^u d Hindu fashion so that he who comes in the 
^mi. V n afiii moilier quarter of a century s absence 
V ill piobibli tind ibe next cenoration of Poona dealers 


1 '■( pme uji 111 till s line abodes the same settled business 
lb o Old tin u foe li is dostroxod some well-remembered 
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building, and tlie outer square court of m} pleasant old 
Visliranibagli lies, alas I m ruins Wa enter, and pa^-s 
up the familiar stairs into the familiar diimn-lJmnn (hall), 
its windows looking out as ever through the carved teak 
columns and graceful arches, upon the palms and 
plantains still v aving over the same stone tanks Under- 
neatli tlie College walls tbc same potter, so it seems, is 
banging a gimh (earthen pot) into the usual shape, who 
was at work upon it m 18G1 , and the same vomen — 
one would almost say — are beating their vet clothes 
upon the slabs by the veil, or pouring lotas (pots) of 
water over their comely bodies An old gatekeeper of 
tbe College — not so much older than he used to look, not- 
mthstandmg these many years — makes many salaams 
and “ Sadhoo ” presently bnngs up other people of the 
quarter who recogmse the former “ Pnncipal ” A good 
many well-remembered faces have, however, quitted this 
world of illusions for “ Swarga ” Krishna Shastri is 
dead. Kero Punt is dead. Baba Gokhley is dead ’ The 
hst IS long and sad, but the quiet, happy life of my httle 
quarter goes on, and thmgs are generally pretty well 
vuth everybody 

Then we ^^slt the grand new College, vhich has re- 
placed that ancient Mahratta Palace where I taught my 
Brahmans and Parsees , and find, with a certam feelmg 
of eniy, imxed vuth satisfaction, Gunpati, the God of 
Wisdom, much better lodged now than in the days vhen 
education was begmmng in the Deccan The Persian 
Professor and the Acting-Principal show us the halls and 
lectui e-rooms of their imposing edifice, which stands 
finely amid an extended prospect stretching from the 
battlefield of Kirkee to Ivoregaou, beyond the “ Sister- 
hills ” The same afternoon is fixed for a httle expedition 
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jo Him Bfigli ihc “ Dinmond Garden,' and to the 
<eiii])lc of Pnnati nhich take'; ns again through the nn- 
rliangcd nnchanging Hindu city The vegetation of the 
Deccan is seen to perfection in this pretty retreat, uhcre 
sacred fig trees and palm chimps hainhoos and tamarinds, 
iiianaocs and the gold-flouering haiibiil make a delicious 
sliadc As ue uander by the large lake, covered uith 
Indian rushes and aquatic plants, a brouii and uhite 
snake shps from beneath our feet into the clear uater 
and swims qmckl^ a^^a^ to the shelter of a ruined vail 
Tins silent presence evervuhere of deadly serpents in 
India gn es a uatchful feehng to the wanderer about her 
groics and buildings They turn up just uheu you 
c\])ect them least Last week at itlalabar Hill, a 
resident sitting m Ins % erandah heard a rusthng beneath 
lus chair and talcing the sound for his little dog’s move- 
ment snapjicd lus fingers under the seat, calhng the 
uiiinal Xothmg auswenne he looked and, to lus 
honor saw two cobras there dallnng with his suspended 
]Mhii All the same one ma\ sometimes pass half a 
M'u without e^e^ seeing a snake, hut hou really 
iwful Is tlic power of their fangs may be judged from 
tlto fact lint, between 1875 and 1880, 103,000 persons 
di(«d from suake-hite in Britisli India and 1,073,540 
piii'-oiious rcjitiles were killed for tlie Government re- 
r ird It IS a curious fact that you may boil snake 
Jionmi without dmnmshmg its ^enomous jiroporties 
vlmh sodiis to pro\o that there are no germs m it 
!’< nn.nniniiatc of potasli howexer, lenders it quite inert 
I’uxiti^ Hill With the renowned temjile on its 
"-U 1111 I 111 oxoihtolvs the “Diamond Garden ’ A long 
>'ul w iiidmy fii-zht of spacious st iirs leads up to the shrine"^ 
ei idiial that mounted elephants can quite easih 
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carr\ or piifrrim^- 1o the plalforni of tile deity 

I’.in ill llie “Alounlnin (iodde^i^i ^^as Si\a s consort 
and I*' ^\nr^lH]l]led e\ err where in India under forms now 
temlile now ]o\el\ and benicn Among the latter is her 
jiersniiifKalion as \nna}>nm.a “the food girer ' of the 
lion''e]uild Parr iti wa^-aKo the ]iresKlmg deitr of Sati 
‘•.leiifiees 11, df war iiji the asri nt to tlie holr hill is 
seen a sioiie inemorial of a Niti rrith the usual hand, 
arm ind foot math*' enenred which ■'horr that a Hindu 
rridow here immol iled her‘'elf The bright ered Brahman 
lad rrlm londuft'- im ]ioml>- to the '^]«it with pnde 
ll'Te rr.i‘- ilie place where one great hearted rrife — 
heiierinc lhi '^hi^ra'- rrhnh ]>romi''e union in heaven 
with th< d< ad ni iii iiid i' m inr hihh'' of hajijir rears 
mill him o ih<i( in hiiT" upon the dead man s body — 
Iieie w th< ''poi wh<'ri‘ Mime Hirabaee or Gungabaee 
gin h( i g'lith lib to ih< tliiiii'' undeterred br the 
lieiped up wood iiid liglitid ton he- unrc-traiiied bv 
fill In.iiiir of ihi- I)<(< III ]iro-p<<i rrliiih -tretches, fair 
iiid feitile to ^i\,iji - di-1 ml fortre— peaks The 
I’oiii in- '-loll- I- ih<r \\<r< km rr the cu-tom and 
idmiied It It w I- Hot nrv \\iong of me it mar be 
hoped to 1 1 \ ,1 fhiwii upon ihi i.irrid -toiii' which re- 
loidid whin ih. sui ill. L\( . 11. lit One h.id last 

'■'1 In 1 fi oil — loot Upon till- taiili of -( lli-h In arts and 
tnmd ill ho- 'lie r<r-< iim-hil.d from the Ihto- 
P nil -,i ( mu \i\ull\ to mr mmd 

Winn ill. Itiiulu wit. < iiiliiai 111. 1(11. i.rh lit r liu-baiul di ad, 
Moiiiil-lln tniurainn 1.. -id. luiu n w . re a bnd il bed , 
Ili.niOi In- -in- wtu i«,ntv ilum-and twintx thousand 
1 IliK o . I liild 

should hnn^ In- m>u 1 t,, f,,r strori" 

.lui hoid 
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Tlic briglit-cycd Brnlunnn lad, Han Go\ ind, was son 
of tlie Ivcrcditary priest of the temple, and would lumself 
some day succeed to the charge of the great goddess and 
of her house upon the lull lie talked English volubly 
and w'cll, and was reading Macaulays History A 
])romise of some English books pleased him more than 
the offering he was expecting to receive for the poor of 
the temple , and lie did us the honours of the shrine w ith 
alacrity and grace He lighted up the largest approach 
to the goddess, in favour of such very special and in- 
terested visitors , showing the great silver image of 
Mahadeo sitting in the darkness, with Paiwati his consort 
on one knee, and Gunpati on the other, both wrrought in 
solid golden plates , also two great snakes in sih er and 
gold rearing their shining hoods overhead MTien it w as 
laughingly suggested that, since I knew it, I should recite 
the sacred verse, the Gayatri — which only Brahmans 
must ever utter, the boy took it ver}’ hghtlv, only 
observmg, “ Nako ” — “ Please don’t ” Han Go\'ind I 
thmk, cared very httle, but he had the proprieties to 
observe and defend There were worshippers m the 
temple preemets, laying little ofiermgs in front of the 
barred shrmes — flow ers, nuts, leai es of holy trees, anv- 
thing — for Mahadeo values the motive more than the 
gift, and the Bhagavad-GUd says 

“ Ho who shnll proffer me, in heart of lo\ e, 

A flow’er, a leaf, a fruit, water poured forth, 

Hath worshipped well ” 
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S ThF E^CHA^T^P LA 7 vF 
1 rnni the 1 ovn rnna of the Alftlnhharntn 

[Jill fire Pavdv jvwcc^f—Yvdh'^fhra, Ajjuna, Bhima, 
\ alula, and Salwdci' — have been imndomg m the 
fnreg qiralhj di’^ira^^’^cd for nant of wafer ] 

1 lion Yndhi^lhira '^pakc to Xakiik 
“ 1 lion Son of j\Iadn ' climb upon a tree, 

\nd look lo all ten quarters if by cliancc, 

M all r be nigli or ]ilants ^^blcll love the pool , 

'I In brolliors fainl ivith thirst 


So Nakvila 

( hinbod a tall tree and looking cried aloud, 

‘ (Ireoii le.nos and water plants 1 sec, which love 

Al.nvhes ^ud pools also I hear 

T)io cn of cranes tonder will water he ' ” 

“ (la ' vsid the King ‘ and fcteli for ns to drink, 
1 liiiiic tin qiin or 


Tlicn sped Nakula 
t'kiMiiv Yndliisthir.i with swift feet 
tiid found 1 crNstal pool brimmed to the bank 
Tin red-crosU'd cranes stalked on its marge 

Vnd down he la\ to drink , but a Yoice cried 
Ik w ire 1 0 drink ravh a outh ' ere thou hast made 
tinwen lo sudi tlunsi'- as 1 ask of thee , 
t In 1 iw of this f.in water siandcth thus 

ind hcai and speak afterwards drink, 

tnd nil tin (pnA, or 
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But tlic eager Prince 

Being so parched, (juafTcd deep, not heeding him, 
The Yahslia ^ of the place, and thereupon 
Fell lifeless in the reeds 


So w hen they looked 
To see him coming, and he tamed long, 

Again spake Yudhisthira “ Nnkula 
Lingers too long, my brothers ' — Sahade\ ' 

Go thou , and bring him back, and brmg us drink ” 

“ I go,” said Sahadev, and sought the pool, 

And saw the w ater, and saw Nalada 
Prone on the earth Then mightily he gTie\cd, 
Spying the Prmce outstretched , yet, all so fierce 
His thirst was, that he ran and lay flat down. 

To dnnk , when, once again, the Voice 
Sounded, “ Beware to dnnk, ere thou dost gi\p 
Answer to what thmgs I will ask of thee , 

This is the law of me, who am the Lord 
Of this fair ivater , rise, and hear, and speak , 

Then thou shalt drink, and draw ” 


Yet, so the stress 

Of thirst o’ercame him, that he heeded not. 

But drank, and rose, and — reeled among the reeds 
Lifeless 


Then, once again, great Kiuiti’s son 
Spake, saying “ 0 Arjima ' Fear of foes > 
These, our twain brethien, tarry go thyself, 

1 Demigod 
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And S])ccd, nnd bring them back, and Imng us drink , 
Our trust thou art, for we arc sore distressed ” 

Winch hearing, Gudakesa^ seized his bo^\ 

And arrows, and with dra\\'n snord sought the pool 
But coming thither saw those heroes stretched, 

His brethren, best of men, and deep distraught he stood. 
Seeing them thus All roimd the n ood he gazed, 

With lifted bow, and arrow on the string. 

Seeking some foe , but 'when none came in sight. 

So wold his thirst w as, and the pool so clear, 

He bent his knee to drmk, but bending, heard 
That Voice cry, “ Dost thou this ^vlthout my leave 
Despite me, Kimti’s son ' thou canst not drink, 

And shalt not, till thou makest answers good 
Unto my asking , then may’st thou be free, 

Oh, bom of Bharata ’ to drmk and draw ” 

Thus sternly stayed, the Prmce exclaimed m wrath 
“ Come forth and show thyself, and fight -with me ’ 
Pierced by my arrows thou shalt yield the pool 
Then shot he shafts this way and that , and spoke 
Those spells which make a feathered barb fly straight , 
And darts he flimg, of magic might, which find 
Th’ escaping foe, tracking his wmdmg feet , 

That angry Prince, cov'ermg the sW and w ood 
AVith searching steel Thereat the Voice anew 
I\Iock’d lum, low-laughmg “ Son of Pritha ' vain 
Thine anger is, answer me fair, and drmk , 

But if thou drmkest ere thou answerest. 

Thou shalt not hve ” Yet was his throat so parched 


‘ “ llo of tlio knotted locks,” a nnmc of Arjunn 
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i i)p IViDf 0 rrp irdpcl nnl nn(1 stooped, and drank, 

\nd if 11 do\Mi dead 

Then Yndhistlnra spake 
" Itlnina ' llioii Terror of thy foes > see now ' 

\iliinn Yakoln Snhader arc gone 

In f» tf}i iis Abater hnt thcA' come not back 

''f ( k tin m and bring me dnnk ’ 

jVnd Bhmia said, 

“ Sn lie if and lie nont unto the place 
AMiere tluf-o lus nnchti -hearted brethren lay 
bill wlini lie sail them — all three — dead and stark, 

Sure grieied that lonc-arined lord, and gazed around, 
Itefining some Yakslia or some Rakshasa ’ 

11 id wrniight their doom and chafing for the fight 
‘ but lirM quoth he “ t wore good to drink,” — so sore 
'Jlio thnst o]i]irossed --and to the pool he sped, 

'Ihmkms to drink nhen ret again that Yoicc 
bdioed “ Bare not to drink— so stands the Ian 
( tf this f in watei answer first — then drink ' ” 
but bhima ]iaTthed and lianchtA answered nought, 
bqipnm the sweet waAo and in lapping fell 

Till II lone time left alone Kunti s wise son 
1 tiio-i' gii'it ^ udhisihin — sorrowful 
b( 1 jilt 'id in thmmht , and strode into the wood 
\ leifx depih w liere luwerfoot was heard 
<•1 man Imt sh\ deeTio.imod and diaagt bears 
bii'-lli d and tiincdi -hens chuked in the shade , 
bill) t dl tn'm crowded in whose crown the bees 
^wa\m^ ! Im me md str nine birds pulled their nests 
I hi oil' k this q irkness wendinir Yudhisthir 
I' s-i iho i!u' poo] and mail ed Us sd\er face 

' 11 m 1, ut I u>n 


H 
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iShmc in the light, ninmod roimrl \\itli golrlon cups 
Of lotus-blossoms, all as if ’twero undo 
By Vis\\nknrma, architect dniiie , 

And all its gleaming shallows and bright ba}s 
With water-plants were broken, lilies, reeds , 
iVnd framed about with ketuk groics, and clumps 
Of sw'cct rose-laurel and the sacred fig , 

Insomuch that the King stood wondering there, 

Albeit heart-sorrow ful 

For there he saw, 

Stretched dead together— as the world s lords die, 
Indra and all, at ever} Yuga’s ^ end — 

His warrior brethren There Arjuna la} , 

Beside his bow' and arrow , Bhima there, 

With Nakula and Sahadev , each \ oid 
Of hfe and motion , and beholding these. 

His soul sank, and he fetched a grievous sigh 
Bitterly at that sight lamented he 

Nor wust he, though so wise, whither to look 
For that which slew' them Yet close-poudermg. 

Unto himself he spake “ No hurts the^ bear 
Made by a mortal, nor is print 
Of footmark mgh, save theirs , this is some Bhut ' 
Some Spirit of the Waste ’ — But let me drmk. 

And afterw ard consider , it mav be 

The Aule Duryodhana " hath drugged the pool, 

By counsel of Gandhara’s ^ king , the wuse 
Trust never him with senses imsubdued, 

1 Ago 

= Tho oldest of the hundred sons of Dntnrashtm, and leader of 
tho Koum\n8 against tho Panda\ns in tho Groat ttar 

“ Non callod Kandahar Tho King u ns an nll\ of tho Koumias 
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]o vlioni lliina^ hv.U\\ nud nnlawfiil comii 
Oik .hkI llif' ‘'TiiK' A oa ' l)iii tin*' thing nia} he 
^^^ouch1 h^ hid hatred of Dim odhaua ” 

rhu^ united the King hut muTmured presently 
“ Turn and iniMihied seems the wat-er , fresh 
AU hiothars fsies STO no poisnn-stam 
Ahi^ linih nr liji ' tis Yama s self hath come, 

'i h< eoiKpK ror of nil and slam them here, 

AA liom none hut he dared "-trike hemg so strong ” 

^ i\ me to till' hrink he dren athirst, 

And 0 "toped to drink -when close at hand, he heard 
A hird s ri\ and the Vaksha tnkmc shape, 

Sjiike “ A gre\ crane 1 nm feeding on fish 
And w ilei weeds tis I ha\c sent \on four 
\ nt<t llie regions of the dead and tlion 
Slult go the fifth greit Rajn ’ follomng them, 

L'lipt thou in ikevt mswors fair and good 
T<i d! tint 1 sli.dl ask Dire not to drink, 

'I'luin sou of Knnti ’ for ma law is strong , 

Answd nid ifteiw luK drink thou and draw ' ” 

.■spdo Aiidhistini AMio irt thou ? 

'1 1 11 tiK ' \o hud wiought thus unless a bird 
Almht toeiihrow llnmn.m md the jteaks 
ol i’ II ip it I 1 ’ ()i the A indln a crags, 

Oi M d vh \i s Ill’ll k ehats \h ' terrible 
And niijliix One tins t dietcl deed wrought ' 
i hi 1 - ininwl if thou liast si on those 
\\ Imni (io K lid (fandhirx ts ' and Asurasy 

' \<",hi ii jurt i/ ll« \ 1 kUi\ 1- 
1' m I iuvi'-uuh'. ii{ Iti i\^ti 
1> m'-. t tn nu - ta rla U 



100 


SkLFGTlON.S I ROM ARNOLD 


And Demons doted not face in fight I know 
Nought of thy niiiu], nor if thou didst tins thing 
Desiring aught , bonder and fear possess 
]\ry burdened lieart ' I pray thee, show th} self, 

Reveal rvlmt God tliou art, who hauntest here ” 

“ Yen, King ' ” came answer , “ I am not a bird 
Wading tlie shallows, but a Yakshn dread, 

And I, as now thou seest me, killed these four ” 

Raja ’ (so Vnisampayana ’ went on) 

YTien Yudhisthira heard those seornful words 
And saw that form, backward he drew a space, 

Gazmg upon the Shape with eyes of flame. 

Bulked hke a crag, wnth towering head which topped 
The fan-pahns waving near , shining as shines 
The glory of the sun, not to be borne 
Tor splendour , coloured like an e\cmng cloud. 

And hke a cloud still shifting Tlien it spake. 

That monstrous Shade “ These four, though I forbade, 
Drank of the pool, despite me, and were slam 
Dnnk not, 0 Bang ' if thou desirest hfe , 

0 son of Pntha, dnnk not > Kimti’s child ' 

Answer my questionings, then drink, and hve ’ ” 


1 al ’fha 

“ Good Prince ' tell me true, is a Brahniana made 
By birthright or shall it be rightfuUv said. 

If he reads all the Veds, and the Srutis - doth know, 

He IS this ^ or doth conduct of hfe make him so 

^ The poet who composed and recited the poem to the Rajah 
Bhamta 

- Re\ elation, truths rcicahd b\ the gods, not traditions 
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Kinq 

“ 0 ' listen 1-0 Ihe truth 

y'ot h n uuin do dwoll from youth 
IVnc^tli n Brnhman roof nor A\hcn 
I ho Iviin-^ui to holy men 

\rc lonrnod and road the A edas through, 
Doth thi^ mahe am Brahman true 
CoDduet alone l])at name can give , 

A Brahmana muD 'Steadfast live, 

])o\oid oi ‘-in and free from vrrong , 

Boi lie who ■\\alk‘- low paths along, 

Si ill hoejang to the waA ‘^hall come 
Sooiu 1 and ‘-afor to his home 
'J h in the ])rond wanderer on the hill , 
\ndrouhng loaimng pra\nn2 still 
\io outw.nd deod‘' which ofttime,s leaye 
B inou (d fuuts minds that behe\e 
\Mio ])i lelisos what good he knows 
llnusolf 1 Bi diiuana he sliows , 

\nd if m omI n iliire knew 
The (01 od t odas tlnough and through, 
y ilh .ill iho Srulis si ill musi he 
howoi th 111 lumevt Sudra be 
'In know ,md do the n^ht and jiay 
'Iho suiifui' in ]K ice ilwaa 
Till'- m.ikolh tiin' a Biahmana 

1 a] ^ha 

biehl ^1 ilfiilh hist ihou uu questions met, 
Mom plod-- nul iiio-i h irned Piince' but aet 
'I' 1 ! Id. who h\oih though deiih him befall ? 
Dn’ wh It Id m ruhest j-, ^^ 0 lte^T of all ? ’ 
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Kinq 

“ Dead tliougli ]ic be, tlmt mortal lives 
Wliose virtuous memory sur\ i\ es , 

And richest, greatest, tliat one is 
Whose soul — indifferent to bliss 
Or misery, to joy or pain. 

To jiast or future, loss or gam — 

Sees ivith calm eyes all fates befall, 

And, needing nought, possesseth all ” 

Then spake the Yaksha “ Wondrously, 0 King ' 
Hast thou rephed, and w isely hast fulfilled 
The law of this fair uater , therefore drmk ’ 

And choose which one of these thy brethren dead 
Shall hve again ” 

So Yudhisthira said, 

' “ Let Naloila, 0 Yaksha ' ha\e his life — 

My dark-browed brother ivitli the fierv e} es — 
Straight hke a tala tree, broad-chested, tall, 

That long-armed loid ” 

“ But see vhere Bhnna lies 
Dead,” spake the Spirit, “ dearest imto thee 
And ivhere Arjuna sleeps, thy guard and guide ' 

AWiy dost thou crave the life of Nakula — 

Not thine own mother’s sou — m Bhuna’s stead, 

AWio had the might of countless elephants, 

• 

Whom all the jieople called thy ‘ Well-Belo^ ed ’ 

Or V ouldst thou sec Nakula alive agam 
In place of great Aijima, thme own blood, 

A^Tiose valour ^^as the toner of Pandavas ” 
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Bill YiullnMliin “ Faith and Tight, 

IF me ]iT('vpn od c ah and being lost 
L' ne nonchl to ‘^aTC thc'ie therefore I ^mU set 
lMr‘-t 111 nu heart Faithful and right it is 
Todu'oceln 3^l‘^tlcc 3nittinc self aside 
1 /t Fnhiiln Ine 0 Yahsha ' for men call 
King Yiidhisthira ‘ just nor mil he lose, 
l'j\ ell for ln\ e that name niahc j^ahiila h\ e ' 
Kiinti and lladri ncrc ni\ father s m\es , 

Shall one ho childless and the other sec 
11 PI sons returning Madri is to me 
\s Kunti ns nn inotlier at this hour , 

\s ^he nlio hore me she that bore the tmns 
\nd iiistiee shall she ha\e since I am pidge 
l/'l Y iliul 1 In" tliou YaKsha ’ 

Then the Voice 

Sighed sweet evanishing “ Thoii noblest Prince ' 
TIiou lie'-( of Blnnt s line ’ as thou art just, 

Iai ' all tin hrelhien heie shall Ine again ” 


1 \ Monii SrvTi — Biuowo \R 

Bp IIP In mu 111 i lumualow allotted to us by the 
Im''l'ilalit \ ot tlie 'I'li iKoor of Bliaoiiagar Gro\es of 
i‘ Mil ind m.tuL'ii tUMK rehev e the dr\ sira''S and cloudless 
I \ .md a M 1 hiie/( blows bglitlv through our painted 
Kus Ion I un nils jiom iJie (reeh which runs into the 
lit 'll < 11 \ out of i!„ (bilf of ('amhn A Hindu temple 
■'MI. (I io A! Indio jiiaps white and griceftil oter one 
>oinn n( ihi nunjnnmd and ovei another rises the roof 
'ii’Vni s pill,, sowars— stalwart 

h iiM'i I <v ilivniiti in mnfornis of scirlet, with loim 
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curvocl sabres, and mounted on Kattiawar horses — sit 
motionless m tbeir saddles outside read} to ride on any 
errand A •\\ate^-^\lleel creaks melodiously beyond the 
gate, ]iouring incessant streams and refreslnng moisture 
over the thirsty plants and flo\\ers m the Moti Bagh, the 
“ l^earl Garden” SeT%ants of the Prince, dressed m 
scarlet, sent to attend upon us, sit about m groups under 
the trees, or stand iMth crossed arms a^\aiting c\er}" 
order The people of the city come and go in full ^ le^v , 
the men in ^^hlte, ^\Ith high turbans the women m 
many-coloured garments, bearing hea\’y- loads on their 
heads , indifterent to the afternoon heat The great, 
milky-coated, high-humped cattle of Guzerat plod along 
the hot white road, with heads bent low in the wooden 
yoke, dragging huge loads of cotton, gram or fodder 
Some tents pitched m the grounds cast broad black 
shadows on the burned-up grass Kites circle in the 
sky , parakeets and mjmas fly about The 3 Iihtaram 
(sw'eeper woman) passes, in enmson and blue san, the 
lowest of the low m caste, } et walkmg under her load of 
refuse with erect figure and graceful gait like a brown 
statue The Bhisti, with his cream-skinned bullock 
laden wnth the heavy leathern mussals (bags) of water 
goes hither and thither, sprinkling the dustv paths It 
18 a t}Tncal afternoon in the Inchan “ cold weather,” 
bright, placid, and salubrious 


Usefulness of the Faihta)/ 

We left Baroda by the mail tram for Ahmedabad and 
Bhaonagar, starting in the pleasant coolness of an Indian 
dawui Guzerat is known as “ the garden of India, ’ and 
Baroda is the best w ooded part of Guzerat, so that the 
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rln\ l)r()kp ii]>on ondlc^''^ g^o^c'; of cln^^tcrccl trees and 
Inond strelrlies of ficld'^ creon ^\ith mauv crops E\ cry- 
lu.ch ‘-oonied pind of the fair cheerful morning The 

j'topld^rl 1 ^ of oA or^ railna'v in India is remarhahle Tire 

lliird-elfi^s carriage'; dmded into compartinents for 
iinle nid foiiiale pas'^onger'; arc cro^\dcd vatli chatter- 
nifi friciidli ‘^uarins of people nho hare apparently, 
r'lilioii'- and acqiiainlance'; at ercry station, and an 
)nn)icn';c do d 1 o ''aA t o tliem As soon as the tram stops 
llio ]niii-A\alhh‘; — the men A\ith AAater — come round, and 
pi\c fic'-h AAaler to thir'^tA lips, for it soon grows hot 
and diish \ Ingh-ca'^le Hindu is alwavs selected to 
( ni\ 11]) and down ihe Malion-chattv (water-pot) , the 
Hi diiinn can then drink directlA from this store if a 
low-f i‘-1a ]tci‘,on i;- aihir'^t a lota (small pot) is emptied 
11)1 o Ins liaiids md lie quaffs from his hollowed palms, 
ni<l lli< 11 wasliev Ins ]iers]iir)ng face and mouth Never- 
in ‘]iUe of that strong sviT\n\al of caste the 
llindm ,111 1 deiiiociatic and eas\ going people so that 
Non V ill '-('I' 1 '1 Inkoor s von in turban of red and gold, 
N'llli CO it of line iiiiislm and strings of jirecious pearls 
ininid In'- IK ck jiushiiic liis waN amicablv among coolies, 
' illh' diiNci'- and Inima folk He would not however, 
< il 1 moiM'l of Inead wilh one of lliem or for the matter 
of dial witli oiii'-idNcv if ho weie ]mKhed with utmost 

llllll'K 1 


(uhhI-Ioi)] Dig IhuiJiD 

Indiiii'- hen ihoutv are remarkablv 
eo.-dloolnie thn hiulK mo- m illfa\oured face— 
m oi\ h IN , i onin, n nn t - of the huilio-t refinement and 
'• n h IK , \pies-K.n whilvi vinue of the tlaldren of 
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from eight to t\\clvc arc positively hoaiitiful But the 
mothers do not like to see them too openl}^ admired 
For this reason they often introduce into their dre'^s 
some common article to catch the “ e\il c>e,” just as 
they will occasionally plant one ugly, rough, wooden post 
among the handsome stone pillars of a house-front, and 
hang an old shoe round the neck of the most comely cow 
in a herd To avert the chaslm-i-bnrl (enl eye) from 
houses or fields, the Hindu puts a whitened chatty on 
the roof or amid his crops A Hindu mother, if she 
thinks an evil glance has fallen on her little one, wa\es 
chilhes and salt round its head, and afterwards bums 
them One of the reasons for displajung jewels on the 
children is that the nuschief-dartmg eye of the male\ olent 
may fall there, and not on the boy or girl 

A Land of Monleys 

As the tram nears Alimedabad, it comes into a country 
full of apes — a “ wilderness of monkejs ” At first the 
traveller can hardly belle^e they are not grej old men 
squatted under the hedges or grouped upon the embank- 
ments Soon, however, he sees numbers of monke}s 
“ jumping ” oft on either side of the ad^ anemg tram m 
half-dozens and dozens, their long tails erect in the air 
their faces peering at the passing carnages There aie 
twm varieties — the black-faced and the Hanuman — and 
hundreds of them are to be observed from the windows 
of the tram, wallung ahead on the rads, jumping o\er 
the cactus fences, perched with long drooping tails upon 
the branches of the trees, or solenmlv assembled on some 
open field in a grave parliament of “ four-handed folk, ’ 
discussing the next plundering expedition They steal 
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in Irnlli n c^od deal of fruit and gram, but the people 
cfldoni or noior molest them— thanks to the legend 
winch rccilc'^ ho^\ the j\Tonkov God helped Eama to 
If co\er Sit a— and it is the oddest thing to watch a knot 
of Gnrcrali peasants walking through another knot of 
inonkc\s aa if all alike were fellow -citizens 


Kafhmvar 

Vflor st.o]i]img during forty minutes for breakfast at 
Mmiodabad the tram turns into the remarkable peninsula 
<if battiawar Near the latter place the temtory of his 
ibglnn'^;'' (oniinenees and thence thel\lahara]ah has, with 
hn own resources constructed an excellent railway which 
inns one hundred and four miles to Ins sea-coast capital 
of blnonagar It is managed as well as any first-rate 
1)1)1' m kjiigland and -jiasscs o\er sc\eral bridges and 
\ 1 idutts \ erv sohdh built For one engineer it w as easy 
f'lioiigh to make for almost all this part of Kattiawar is 
<]Ui 1 (> Hat .md \ou tra\ el hour after hour through endless 
lii'lds of colt on and wlieat the surface unbroken by any- 
ihiinr bigtici thin an ant-hill \nd here again, it is 
iM oiuvhmg how the jioojile enjoy and % alue their railways 
l‘\oi\ tlurd-cliss eainagi I^ full of happy chattering 
)> tsMMiL'i'i^ in dicssps ^\h^c]^ nuke i crowd of them look 
hh( ti lied of doweu, the led sail and white puggree of 
th( b ijpiil iiK'ii ,ind wonu'n liemg seen e\er\ where The 
ii\i iv whuh w( (TOSS from time to time are already much 
''InunloMi in ihi ir beds smee the rams and trickle to the 
*oill of I'liiduu 1h tween bioid ixjiaiists of smu] Yet 
ihi 1, lus Innii a uood monsoon and Kattiawar will this 

t-.ui vu|)j(l\ main a card of t duo and many a loaf of 
hit id ti, Mam la sier and lauidoii There are no monke} s 
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hcronbonts, but a black buck is occasionally seen, -Aitb 
flights of sand-grouse , and the asoka the “sorrouless 
tree,” grows freely Its spear-shaped, \\avy lea\es are 
not now diversified by the bright blossoms of orange, 
scarlet, and saffron nhich Wasanta-time vill bring, but 
there is no tree more celebrated in Indian poetry It 
was to the asoka that Damayanti addressed her prett} 
appeal, in the iMahabharata, when she adjured the 
“ Heart’s Ease” to tell her where Nala had gone, and 
said to it 

“ Trub^ ‘ Heart’s Ease ’ — if, dear ‘ Heart’s Ease,’ 

Thou wouldst ease my heart of pain ” 

The beautiful asoka is sacred to Siva as the lotus is to 
Lukshmi, the jasmine to Vishnu and the round golden 
blossoms of the kadamba to all the gods It grow s about 
as lugh as a large apple tree, and women love to cast its 
blooms into their bathing-water One charming super- 
stition has it that the buds upon the asoka will instantly 
open into full splendour if the foot of a beautiful person 
touches its roots 

The soil hereabouts is endently \ery fertile and full 
of wmlls, built with the sloping platfonn, where white 
bullocks draw the big skins of water up, and then go 
backwards to plimge them in again to the monotonous 
song of the byl- wallah (bullock men) But Kattiawar 
wants trees Trees will sa\c India, and are sa%ung her, 
from the fate of Central Asia, dried up by the want of 
trees The Forest Conservancy, promoted by the British 
Raj, IS one of its greatest benefits to the Penmsiila 
It IS her trees which hold the precious water in the 
earth and give shade, moisture, life The peepul the 
“■’oka, and the aswattha ha^e never been half enough 



1\I)T\ HI M^ITIP 

V OT h\(n forest ofiiocr is ilic priest of a true 

r< liUH'ii 

!!n.p\inhii! of (hr Mahojatah 

\\i \\(T> roeoned ^Ml 1 l kindliest ^^clcomc at the 
I’dnnmL'n SHI ion In n ^cr^ old fnend ^Ir Bhoivnagn, 

K r nnqilnhf'd aaenl of the Maharajah and also by the 
])iv in niid 1 ]ie re\einie officers of his Higlmess, who con- 
(huti'd in In the f oinfortahlc quarters prornded by this 
I nliL’lil ' iind Prince The hospitahlv of an Indian 
( nnqtrcdicnds c\er\th]U 2 — house carriages, 
'-ininl^ (ofiln fuimturc flowers books letter-paper, 
finit fnnd wlnloNor -jinsMbK can be needed — all is 
found fniininn and jnejiared Dinner and a quiet night 
Minn rid us nf tlie faiigiies of 1 ra\el and early next 
lUMinnu: llie (hirf icprescntniix es of the State pay their 
MMt of well (line T]le^ aie X'lgar Brahmans of the 
Ik 1 <lis^ siK'ilonc Dnglisli ffueniK for tins is the 
• nml l.ineu i;:i’ lieo and among them are gentlemen in 
tin lujln ‘-t degiei (\]uiienced ind cajiablc as admiuis- 
11)101- It would lie dilhcnh indeed to encounter any- 
w Inn I st it (Miniui Ik 1 1 ci informed upon the aflairs of their 
ow n and otliei count lies th m the Diwan and the Finance 
Muu-ti! of Bliionvair but we vre rriiNed as I hare 
notidalienb at i modellndi in Siite Nor does Poona 
■ a Poiubiv ( out nil m iin Slmtrn with clearer con- 
<lu loll- oil Hindu tluoloex and plulosophr , better com- 
innni ot liu id 1 ineuaee or idi is more enlightened and 
]a iloiiiio ill 111 Mr l)\iredi P]ofe---or of Smskrit in the 
*“' 1 ' '• 1 " o who-i 1)01)1 ,ust ])ubh-hed on the Rdjn 

' ' »»» wahh known among tno learned 

0) t unq.i mdi iu (un\.rM' wnh whom has been a real 

1) \ ill ^1 
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The Town of Blinonagar 

In coinpntiy Mitli these gcntlemca, the city and its 
environs Jiavc been pleasantly explored Trade is 
brisk in Bhaonagar , the well-kept streets are full of 
busy crowds , the little shops do a constant commerce , 
in the port lie more than a hundred dhows, buglas, or 
bunder-boats which have come from Kurrachee and 
Surat, Muscat and Jlocha, Zanzibar and the Islands 
The Thakoor spares no expense or pains to develop his 
capital He has completed an excellent supply of pure 
water by “ bunding ” the lake , he has estabhshed a 
College, a High School, a Dispensary, a Horse-breeding 
Establishment, and a Cotton Exchange, and is building 
a spacious and handsome hospital He has beautified 
the towm wnth temples, tanks, and coimtry \nllas, and is 
now erecting upon the “Pearl Lake” a lo\el} chhairi, 
or pavihon, in white marble, to the memory of his late 
favourite wife Rawiil Sahib is a pnnee of pleasant 
demeanour, courteous and frank, but with a truly roval 
dignity, evidently full of desire to develop his State and 
to benefit his subjects AVe spent an agreeable after- 
noon at the palace, where all the “ society ” of Bhaonagar 
was gathered The iMaharajah — weanng his nband of the 
Star of India and a string of priceless pearls— received at 
the door his guests, who were led through spacious apart- 
ments to the Badminton court There his Highness 
played a capital game with lus Prime iMimster, State 
Treasiuer, and the Enghsh ladies, exchangmg lus scarlet 
and gold turban for a skull-cap A Court musician 
played some Indian tunes by striking basins of water of 
different sizes , and refreshments were handed round 
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\r wc Ihrnnch lino'^ of mmintofl p\inTds to the 

Gnnlon^^ iirotlih ke])f ^^^1h nil ‘■orts of plnnhs nnd 
flovor-' vlirre llioro eore Inme antelopes running about, 
arid ea'ie'- efinlaining t^'o (Tn7erat lion‘=’ a void boat, 
‘-onie ninnkM= met nis and other annuals 

(»n lelimiinc from tlie gardens the eomersation 
dnerged U) Itaijail legends one of \\hieh I was enabled 
lO leinetiilieT and reeiled it to the sntisfaetion of inant 
o{ l]|f b genihnien i^re^-ent if 1 might judge b\ the 
jiiiiintK d<hgln (\luitiiefl \ jinet w as introduced, w Ito 
lie- tie gdt of iniproMMiie inlerminable (birerat \erses 
upfin nil i< III lie lie 1 li< land i*- indeed full of strange 
foil Ion Old I'giieh to (olhit winch would repa\ 
tie lalioiii of in\ ini<lligent revidont The chiefs of 
bliiotiign lelong io lie tioliil flan whifh descends 
fioiii 1 )e tr 1 iwi ist \ of I d (I pore 1 he\ ha\ e fought 
md diunk iron, tie wiii 1 < (U)tof pi ,iee and fought 
igiiii (\<T ■-(iiii tine III \n I'lso and ha\e 

I wtiol' iiniiiiin of liiide liillid'' h\er\ \illage 

p.iK^, V,,, ^ 1),. ,1, ifti il (It n ligeen 1 < g< ud 

lie n ( ( pt loii 0 1 le tl di n ij ili v rom huh d With the 
I' < mtiiiin il (lisi ) 1 1 Mil e III (if iitiiir iiul ye/// the Prince 
linn I if pi II iiiL' gall neb of flow c r*' on t lie lue ks of e\ cry 
giu t ei\ iiiL’ to ( e 11 I liith gil<l(il fl.i^k of rose essence, 
Old jiniil line i eh g irl md wjili ile s(,nt A. similar 
'' ” i’od 111 iiiMi.iiKii, to lie pres, at Diwau and 
doi 1,1 lie pT,,|, ,,ss,,i tie \,r\ ufomphshed Mr 
'oMUi.id, mku t a slat, small who fur fort \ ^earb, 
idimintiod lie .ithnr- of Hiiaouagar with great re- 
iiovn \lil,„ULri, ao\s upMaids „f ught\ \ears of age, 

1" Y'"' ' t-'< nth man uiams aU his faculties^ 

'Pu'i wall I most letcmut memort , which allows 
t b with sia^uPir irudniou of his favourite 
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Sanskrit, s(, miles Tlic apartment where lie sat A\as full 
of ancient ilISS , okl inscriptions and carvings, fossils, 
coins, and bound books in Sanskrit, c\idencmg the vide 
and cultivated taste of the retired Minister Two other 
visits of the utmost interest must be mentioned These 
A\cre to the High School and to the Bhaonngar College, 
both handsome and commodious buildings, vhich stand 
near each other in the city A large number of bright, 
intelligent lads vere gathered in the former, rending a 
lesson from the 7>if/?/ of the Lfikc One of them named 
Han Shankar, had prepared for me a comphmentary ode 
in Sanslmt, and clianted it in the true orthodox manner 
not to be attained except by long training In this 
college, however, only the Shastns vere present the 
students being av ay on examination After a courteous 
and cordial welcome from these learned Brahmans, a 
very interesting conversation arose, with the aid of Mr 
Mamlal, upon various philosophical and religious points 
The Pundits were questioned about the origin of the 
Samas in Sansknt Avriting, on the authorship and 
authenticity of the text of the Mahabharata and the 
real meaning of Maya, or the “ Doctnne of Illusion ” 
We grew so friendly that no objection vas made to the 
request that a jiassage from the I ajiir-Ted should be 
recited m the ancient way — the way only known to very 
learned Brahmans after long years of instruction A 
dark-faced “ Tvuce-born ” from Southern India, Avith 
dreamy emaciated face and ardent simken eyes, cast off 
Ills slices, bared his right shoulder, and covered his 
hands, vhile he began in the three mystical manners his 
recital of the sacred text Some of those present, even 
among the Biahmans, had ne\eT listened before to those 
chanted formulas, the mere soimd of vhich, fantastic as 
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i' topni"- In Jnroipm nr=: i'! ‘;nh«Ttinn even io licar ^^e 
‘■jitijn T!0''t of iho Bhnqrn fifJ-GUd ^^hich cnlls all tins 
ill'll r\oroi^n ** iiirro \^orfl'^ anii it ^^as p^oncrall^ 
ilinf namo^ and form'; aro notlnnc: that truth in 
'11 rnliaioii'^ i'; ojia and tho 'lama that at the last * 
iIk' ^ ( danini Ihr Rnddhi';| and the illuinmatcd estern 
J’hihi'oplier •'ee 1)^ one hchl 

Wo jnid our farenell \a‘;it In the Thakonr Sahib 
fi'line' .1 red reerel io quit ^n hospitable a capital His 
lli'.dine'-s s]ifi\\ef] n<. liiK jrwo]'- ^hich are splendid 
e'pMialh an enirrdd of unparalleled sjre and colour a 
bell nf s ippliires ,infl 1 ablf diamonds and some mnr\ ellous 
I bisiei'. (if riiliK foi thr r ir- and turban He spoke ^\lth 
< nil' '-III' “-s of lin uis|i( s In dr \f lop and benefit his State 
iii'l I ne If." d 11^ ill 11' \ ' I 1" fore 1 Rhaon lear iiliich was 
111 ' oi iliine to proiiiis' aftir '•lu h boundless kindness 


> \n Im'IW T( mi I I 

\lon.> t Ik n\ < 1 slnnmtr b inks 
'^1 1 III .iiid i( i( i,t ti< < in r iiik^ 

Miidi'dllK flood III ikllU’ ( oo] lioiiii's 
' '1 !' d\ pi K I toi dl ill i) f onies 
loiniisi(|( ill, pill* is nit c ro\\ 

^ 1" I •' R" < oppi iviiiiih uhos(' blow 
In 111'' unan snuiliv siouih jilied 
Ibiu'iiiL' f’-oiii d IWII till e\»nlide 
1 db Ivliiik kl iitk klink upon the ear 
\nd "0(1 d wt.tMr" who from fear 
' 't thii \ i"h "11, d ( s their nests suspend 
^"luenej fioui ,a,n braiuhlol s uid 

ti" ill*' lime blown sisters, tilled , 


I 
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Tlio lovolv painf-cd poacork stalked , 
Tlic nvirh-hnnq — “ tiger of fisli ” — 
Shot from ilic air uilh arrowy swisli 
And soared again— liis pearly prey 
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Clutched in red talons All the day 
You heard the necklaced ]imgle-do\e 
Cooing low songs of ceaseless lo\ e , 

While, brooding near, his hstemng xvife 
With soft breast warmed her eggs to life , 
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And, from (lie liot. \nulfc of the Hky 
The circling lute made fierce reply 
To biilbnl, ni} na and kooil , 
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For Love and Hate •were neighbours still 
Even upon that holy hill ' 


6 Rajputana and the R vjputs 
Jea'pore 

If the country around Delhi and along the banks of 
the Jumna must be called the classic district of India, 
Eajputana is her laud of romance and chivalry — the 
region ivhere Nature, Art, and a high-bred race of 
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V irnor- 1in\o (nmlnnctl lo Tender c\erv aspect of the 
pr'o ij)( ,il1rar1 n o Ifere no arm e in an India different 
lu iTniji 7 ii<ir]iCfl A'n'v from llie Rntisli Indian pro^Tiiccs 
llio tmlral IffMricts and Ba]pnlana. mth the Sikli 
and Ball iwnljiore form a still independent part 
of i])o ]\ iini^-ula iilmre old Indian manners and customs 
liold <-v,i\ Ilajpiitana is especially interesting m 

Toa.ird If IS iho land of the “ king s children, ’ of 
llm- ]trnnd and nnr-hke people the coininouest among 
\ lioin (linns renal descent and bears Ininself hke a 
soldiri -nid ,a ]irinco A poor Eajpnt >eoman holds 
1iniisf]f as frood ,a gentleman as the richest zenundar 
of lb mi d or tlio Xortli-IVcst He calls his king 
“ iin fatlmr and m inanv a point preserves 
«pnt< IS lordK a df'mcaiiour In the clan all are peers 
md bioili.'Ts iml marriages mtlnn it are regarded as 
nnl IV fnl 

\s om di iws High tlm long \alc in which the city of 
I( \ ]»ni( ]s cinboscjiiiod rniigcs of hills rise abruptly from 
ili' ](\(! Ii<'lds sli\i])l\ ridged and deeply cloven with 
cl' m ind hollows Streams wander dowmwards from 
ill'll 'idos r\lii(li in the wet season become picturesque 
n ii 1 1 (nils Hid till the null dm to their brims Upon the 
pi nm tlnomili wlmli the\ wind antelopes roam m herds, 

' om-i niila \mibh' from th«^ passing tram , and the red- 
h' id( '1 ( 1 me si dhs about The ]icacoek sacred to gods 
lU'l nu'n spmids Ins p'welled trim n])ou e\erv rnllage 
Veil aii'l toiac.'s minmlesied wiih his fannlv of peahens 
'\'i' IMlih of (nltnainm The little Aullages , the 
'''hi dimd.'l In nuidbuikv toj.ped wnh tiger grass , 
'hi hii"' 1 upon the mnhm (jdatform) frightening away 
III pou'V (unu tin ill nn the wandering cara\ans of 
’ ' the lunch i: upm nder wnh hm round shield 
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and lance, tlic dark-c'vcd, graceful ^^omen and the 
fearless-looking, handsome men, are all much as the} 
stand described in the ancient writings For Rajputana 
IS measurclessly old I’hc bluest blood of Europe is but 
of yesterday comjiarcd i\ith that of the haughty famihes 
of this region The fne great I’andu Brothers of the 
Maluibharata ^\e^e Rajputs, and wandered o\er the face 
of these dry plains and marbled hills The first ancestor 
of the Rajput kings ruling these valle}s was Sur}a, the 
Sun himself, who was the father of Rama Chundra, the 
hero of the Ramayana, and an incarnation of Vishnu The 
princes whom we shall \nsit hereabouts call themsehes, 
and are familiarly st}led, Simja-ianstt, the “ Cliildren of 
the Sun ” The unbroken pedigree of the Maharajah of 
Jej’pore goes back through one hundred and thirt}-nine 
names to Kusa, w ho w as the second son of Rama E% en 
the haughty Emperor of Delln bestowed on Jev Singh 
the renowTied astronomer, king of this land the title 
Siwai, meamng “ one and a quarter ’ — still borne b} 
Jeypore pnnees — as if these immemorial Houses of 
Rajputana, and their lords exceeded b^ a fourth 
the standard of human pride and prowess It was 
esteemed extraordinary condescension when a Rajput 
pnneess espoused a Great 3Iogid m the zemth of his 
power 

Of the martial qiiahties of the race Indian annals are 
so full that volumes of stirring verse could be written 
about the daring deeds and boimdless lovalty of the 
Rajput clansmen It was at Cluttore near Udaipore, 
in these same highlands, that fifteen thousand Rajput 
w omen comimtted the_^o/afr, or wholesale siucide, to sa^ e 
their honour And when Dulhai Rao promised the front 
post in all future battles to the Rajput chief who should 



fir-t a rarlmn bcMocoil the leader of one clan 
% feiiiid m Uie hour of ^^cton nnpalcd upon the 
fV)>]nu1 ^pihe^^ at north pate and the dead body of 
o)nihnr ■''■a'' fliina 1n hi"' omi men o^cT the battlement, 

)t the ^outh Mde -.o eager were tho'^c dauntless Ea]pnts, 
nr “ hum children to m'^tain tbcir name and to 
ro 7 )(jiier or die for the Snrya-inma I had myself put 
into ^er‘^f a toiichmp '^tort of Kajput fidelity, winch 
1 twiee recited m India among the “lung's clnldxen, ' 
iiul on each occa^^mn with the effect of awakemng an 
r' tiaordiiiar\ eniotum of patnotimi and satisfaction’^ 

J(i/porc City 

A\ ( 1 ' the c ,i]iital of such a land of the ordinary Incbnn 
t\pe It w<mld be intere>'tinp but Jey]iorc is a city that 
nnrht be built m his dreams In some poet There is 
nothing like it m Indii or the world and although not 
ii .dl iiKient foi the ])iesent metrojiohs was founded 
i'\ lev Nngh in 17 2S p no doubt reproduces many 
U iditiouil features of tlie old tunes and well suits the 
louuntir chronicles of the countr\ b\ its e\traordmary 
Ik nitv of ispcft ind site 1 lie rose red cit\ of Jcypore 
\ nil its In mtifiil streets uid fain -like jialaces is shut 
viiliiii 1 fence of luuh s(.x(>u-(Tated walk just as the 
II npul i idles of pioud deaiee arc screened from mow bj 
lointii windows and jedous port ds But \ou turn 

'!oni iht o]Kn s]).ue befoie s.n the Amber Gatewaj 

"ii(ie caiiuls ne hudmiz .ind suddenh there opens on 
In veil pit \sul but ivionished gme the \jeu of a busy 
■Itomuehi lie mate hies- nid be.undul jn general effect, 
itde, .1 dtnosf luvond discrijnion The entire cit’t 
‘ s, pi . till- ]< >tm, ‘ A Itaiput ^urse ” 
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from tins first point of view is of one and tlie same tint — 
a delicate rosy red, mingled wdli white Jf a conqueror 
could dream of hiiilding a cajutal with pink marble or 
coral, this is how it would look ' It is an endless view 
of rosy house-fronts, bathed in soft sunlight nowhere 
ungraceful in st3dc of building and at many spots on 
cither side of the way rise stntel) fronts of palaces, and 
long lines of light buildings embellished mth columns and 
domes The splendid street, thus entered runs on a 
perfect level from east to west more than two miles 
ahvays of the same grand breadth of one hundred and 
eleven feet, and so absolutely straight that throughout 
its entire length each house each palace each trader s 
shop, can be seen on either side, fading awaj in the long 
view^ of rose-red to the fortified Ruby Gate m the far 
distance A gay and bustling crowd of citizens gi\cs 
life to the charming scene which is backed by mountains 
rising nobly to the pure blue sky almost ei eri peak of 
them covered with some commanding fort or lo\eh 
pleasure-house Two mam roadwnrs, of the same ros} 
colour from end to end, and each of them as wade as the 
great central street, cross it at right angles, forming at 
the points of meeting two spacious squares called the 
“ Amber Chaiik ” and the “ Ruby Chauk ’ Those 
streets are each a mile and a quarter long and ha\ e the 
same beautiful rosy lines of dw ellings and shops broken 
in a sinnlar way by buildings of the strangest fanev, 
richly ornamented 

All the north side of the great street between the two 
squares is occupied by an enormous and astomshing 
palace, which covers, wnth its gardens and zenanas, a 
seventh portion of the entire city Near this rises from 
the busy street an edifice called the Haw a Mahal, or 
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‘ Hall of the AVinds,” a vision of dainty lo^ehness nine 
stones of rosy masonry and delicate overhanging bal- 
conies and latticed vindovs, soaring vith tier after tier 
of faneifiil architecture like a pyramid, a mountain of 
airy beauty, through the^ thousand pierced screens and 
gilded arches of •which the Indian air blows cool o\er 
the flat roofs of the very highest houses 


The Jcifpore Tigers 

On the daivn-ht lulls above stands a temple of the 
Sim, looking dmvn into the Gulta, a deep pass through 
the hills filled with shrines and foimtains , and if j ou 
dnve through the rosy street which opens opposite, the 
Indian style of it all is w'ell mamtamed by a low one- 
stoned bmldmg, containing a ro'w of strongly barred 
cages Here, fuU upon the open square, as if it •w ere part 
of the natural belongmgs of a Rajput capital, are con- 
fined eight man-eatmg tigers, criminals of the neighbour- 
ing jungles and hiUs, taken in the act, and impnsoned 
as State captives The huge stnped beasts crouch at the 
bars, savagely glarmg forth upon the mo\'mg crowds 
outside, too busy ■with pleasure and traffic to notice 
them Each tiger has tasted deep of human blood — one 
monstrous brute, lymg m the hot sunhght on his back, 
has devoured seven, another ten human bemgs, and the 
tigress grow hng in the last den is declared by her custodian 
to be knowTi to have slaughtered and consumed fifteen 
men, w'omen, and children Most of such malefactors 
wmuld elsewdiere be shot, but these, after much patience, 
have been snared in pitfalls, where the tiger is left imtil 
hunger has reduced him to extreme weakness, upon which 



T\l)l \ m 1 ‘ 2 'i 

( Tpioic infinncjr' In flrTv\ liun forth mid '^hnt hinr up ui 
n lif'lnim iiii]U)‘'niunoiif 


Inf pare Ma^vifnrtvrc'^ 

'io Siirc^'on-Mnjor Houfllo\ an officCT of Ingli and 
viiri'd a((nni]i 1 n]imrn 1 '^ Indian art and tire sciences in 
C'siinral n\\o a r on deep dcht Xot oulv docs tins 
C'nllf-inan ■^iptornitend the hospitals and dispeiisanes 
(i{ ihe Male— more than tuentv in nuinhcr — o\tendmg 
i])( h'nehl of the host niodicme and surgery to nearl} 
niieti ilioiisand jiationts m the past rear hut he super- 
Mst 1 lir-t (lass ohsor\ator\ cstahlislied near his 
leidnur Di llondlei has further gathered into the 
nmsi 11111 an mteiestuiG and ralnahle collection of objects 
ilhntiainig Indi in arts industries and antiquities 
Ihii aie te\tiles oir]iels soulptiircs coins brass-vrork, 
li'itten lie(|U(>i einings glas-s enamelling jewellery 
Old natiiial jirodiKts whioli liace been Msited in the 
I isl li\ ( c e u s In (u ei a imlli<in Indians In the “ Albert 
ii.dl Ih llendloN liad liiiuK of natne artificers busy 
ii ilnai 1 moils (1 ifts 1 hf wood-cir\crs were squatting 
Miind 1 trge benns and ])] inks of teak finishing the 
V'uih ioi a me it soieen uid wink all exhibited great 
di'itiiu and 11 list 10 Gifts It Mas jiositnelr wonderful 
5 ' 1 ildi oiu bn\ of fouiteeii reirs whose nimble chisel 
ii'Ki niiinnm mallet st'ouied to make the pattern leap 

I 11 Mi'll diN e fioiu the liiid wood 13 c was recemng 

" " 1 '" Old s(.,uued to he the ]inde and ^a^ou^te 

la li Hum n i nam 

I 'i lliiidkx si\v of a oun" wuod-carcer “In 

I I \<n I'.iilu'vt liar-, ht jirohahh ed be the side of 
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“ Hnll of the Winds,” n vision of dainty loveliness, nine 
stones of rosy masonry and delicate overhanging bal- 
conies and latticed windows, soaring with tier after tier 
of fanciful architecture like a pyramid, a mountain of 
airy beauty, through the^ thousand pierced screens and 
gilded arches of which the Indian air blows cool over 
the flat roofs of the very highest liouses 


The Jeyporc Tigers 

On the dawn-lit lulls above stands a temple of the 
Sun, loolong down into the Gulta, a deep pa^^s through 
the hills filled with shnnes and foimtains , and if } on 
drive through the rosy street which opens opposite the 
Indian style of it all is w’ell maintained by a low one- 
stoned bmlding, containing a row of strongly barred 
cages Here, full upon the open square, as if it w ere part 
of the natural belongmgs of a Rajput capital, are con- 
fined eight man-eatmg tigers, crinunals of the neighbour- 
ing jungles and hiUs, taken m the act, and impnsoned 
as State captives The huge stnped beasts crouch at the 
bars, savagely glarmg forth upon the mo^'mg crowds 
outside, too busy with pleasure and traffic to notice 
them Each tiger has tasted deep of human blood — one 
monstrous brute, lying in the hot sunhght on his back, 
has devoured seven, another ten human beings, and the 
tigress growdiug in the last den is declared by her custodian 
to be Imown to have slaughtered and consumed fifteen 
men, women, and children Most of such malefactors 
would elsewdiere be shot, but these, after much patience, 
have been snared in pitfalls, where the tiger is left until 
hunger has reduced him to extreme weakness, upon which 
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1l)e cn]itoTs manage to draw Inm forth, and shut, him up in 
a lifelong iinpri'^nmncnt 


JrypoTC Mmnifadurcs 

To Surgcon-l\In]or Hcndlcy, an officer of high and 
\ nricd accomphshments Indian art and the sciences in 
ccncrnl one a very deep debt Not only does this 
gentleman superintend the hospitals and dispensaries 
of the State — more than twenty in number — evtendmg 
the benefit of the best medicine and surgery to nearly 
iiineti thousand patients in the past } ear, but he super- 
\T-es a first-class obserxatory established near Ins 
residence Dr Hendley has further, gathered into the 
museum au interesting and valuable collection of objects 
illustrating Indian arts ludiistries and antiqiuties 
Hero are textiles carpets sculptures, coins, brass-work, 
jinlten lacquer carxungs glass, enamelbng, jewellery, 
md natural products, which have been mited in the 
last fix e years bv ox er a milhon Indians In the “ Albert 
Hall Dr Hendley had bands of nature artificers busy 
it t heir X anous crafts The x\ ood-carx^ers were squattmg 
round large beams and planks of teak, finishing the 
jianels for a great screen , and, while all exhibited great 
dextentx and artistic gifts, it was positively wonderful 
U) w at oil one boy of fourteen years, xvhose nimble chisel 
and uuerrmg mallet seemed to make the pattern leap, 
as it M ere ahx e from the hard w ood He was receixung 
a man jiay and seemed to be the pride and, favourite 
of las follow -artisans 

Dr Hoiidky saxs of this young xx ood-carx^er “In 
Ills icn earliest daxs he probably played by the side of 
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Ins father as he carvcrl, ^\hlle Ins motlier was enf^a"ccl m 
sonic domestic occupation close by, or worked as a cooly 
near her luisband As soon as lie could hold a piece 
of charcoal he Aiould have begun to draw outhnes on 
a board, sketching and re-skctclnng it might be the 
features of Gunesh, the Elephant-headed God of Wisdom, 
who should be invoked at the beginning of all labour, 
or perhaps a flower In time wuthout conscious eSort 
and with a keen sense of pleasure, he could draw these 
objects with Ins eyes shut Hand and eye insensibly 
acquired pow'er and precision, so that his art became a 
part of his nature at the time when Ins mind was most 
impressionable and Ins fingers most capable of acting in 
unison with it From drawing he advanced to coarse 
carving of w'mdow or door frames or spinning-wheels , 
and when intrusted wnth finer work he copied the designs 
of his father and his friends , and, perhaps, when he 
attains manhood, he wall one day hit upon a new design 
which may be hked by the craft and be imitated and so 
become a permanent addition to the number of grand 
traditional patterns which represent the experience and 
sense of the beautiful of all ages ” 


The Obscnalorij of Jcij Singh 

At the second gate of the palace a great square is 
entered, with marble pa^^llons in the centre and on one 
side the painted lattices of the zenana, on the other a 
temple of Krishna and the astronomical obser\atory of 
tlie famous J ey Singh, w ho founded the modern citv Tins 
Jeypore Observatory is the largest of fi^e which were 
erected heie and at Delhi iMathura Benares, and Ujain, 



IXPIA REVISTTFD 

In Sanai Jey Snigli early m tlic ciglitccntli 

ccn1ur\ Be founded Jo’s pore in a p 1728 and died in 
nn '^oKed nian\ astronomical problems, and patronised 
art and learning of all binds, besides taking a very 
pronnnont ]iart in the political c\cnts of bis time 
Before Ins da^s the instriimcnks employed by Bastern 
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istrononiers nere of brass and on too small a scale for 
KuiTieN bcnce Ibe construction of these enormous 
edifices of inasonrv which tower on all sides m quaint 
sh i]ies of stone and metal the huge Nanol, or sim-dial , 
the Dnn Nal or pointer t-o the North Pole , the Yantr 
^iiiir.it King of Dials’ one hundred and eighty-nine 
h ct liigli registering the true sun time , and a variety of 
oilier ancient and wonderful instruments Passing by 
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tlic great astronomical court and passing through a 
wilderness of marvellous archways and fanciful buildings, 
llie grand entrance of tlie palace, the Siran Deorhi, is now 
attained , beyond w Inch stands, m another splendid square, 
the Hall of the Nobles, girdled with marble eolumns, 
and the Diwan-i-Am, or Hall of Public Audience 


The Silver II nu se 

A small gate to the west next brings you to the 
Chanda Mahal, or “ Silver House,” the heart and 
marvel of all this immense abode Seven stones of such 
wild and lovely structure as you would expect to see 
only m dreams rise here one above the other in rose-red 
and snowy-white balcomes, wundows, arches, pillars, 
lattices, and domes — gay ever}’where with pamtings and 
carved flowers In the lowest floor which is kept — 
like the second and third — as a winter residence we are 
permitted to inspect a priceless ^olume the abstract 
of the hlahabharata in Persian, made by the orders of 
Akbar the Great at a cost of forty thousand poimds and 
illustrated in the most exquisite manner with coloured 
and gilded miniature pictures, all pamted beautifully 
The Shobha Newas, one floor above, is full of strange 
paintings on the wall, and arched passages embellished 
W'lth gorgeous shells of copper and silver Next we 
ascend to the Chhabi Newas, or “ HaU of Splendour” 
slumiig w ith polished marbles and coloured glass 
Above this is the Slush iMahal, the hall of glass, wnth 
endless jiatteriis wrought lu httle mirrors let into carved 
plaster-work , and abo\e that we step forth upon the 
Mokfc, or “ Crowm ” of the palace, where the ^ast flat 



INDIA BEMSITED i2' 

Toof encircled 'niili slinrh nlco\cs and open chambers, 
xaulted In graceful cur\cd domes Beneath he the 
green ])nbee-gnrdens full of pomegranates, palms, and 
bananas and beyond the spread of the countless busy 
‘'treet'^ and lanes girdled by the yalls, and overhung by 
the cncirchnc lulls topped mth forts and temples It 
IS \am to attempt any dcscnption of that enchanting 
]irospect of royal houses busy streets, beautiful gardens, 
and green coiintrt -sides more novel and absorbing than 
iin other vluch India herself can offer Nature and 
man hare here allied themselves to produce the most 
]ierfect and lor civ landscape conceivable In green and 
gold m rose colour and rrhite in distant dim blues and 
grers the pleasauuces and the city and the far-off rralls 
and mountain ridges of Amber group together at our 
feet a picture to dchght the eye aud feast the mind 


ULrwR 


I In 111 IS a Bajput State, 302-1 square miles m area, and 
coiitaiiuno: SOO 000 mhalntante. of whom the majonty 
tre tlK)se war-like I\Ieos who used to be the trouble and 
<'\eu terror of the Delhi emperors There were times 
V lien the gites of the great city had to be closed at the 
‘ t/ni jirnrer after rrliich hour none ventured forth 
foi h'lr of the Ulv iir Meos They are quiet enough norv 
und(n the rule of their young ilaharajah, an mtelbgent 
md luirli-iiinided prince who gorerns excellently As 
m olhei ),irts of Bajputaua ridges of parallel hills shut 
111 the fcnti d and picturesque ^allev of the pro\nnce , 
gnue IS phtitiful ^,„oiig the jungles, and the two large 
ld.es j,eir the c.ipital swarm with fish and fowl, the 



128 SFLrCTIONS FROM ARNOLD 

latter being also so full of water-snakes that the palace 
on an island in its midst lias become uninhabitable 
Alligators, too, occur in these Ulwur pools, and carry off 
goats, donkeys, and even ponies Among the trees of 
the ii])lands arc the ebony , the n77iul a cotton-tree, of 
which the buds arc largely eaten by monkeys , and the 
j77oa]7ot, furnishing rosanes from its berries , while the 
plains abound in jiecm and batibid, ^vlth fig, tamannd, 
and ]U]ube, bamboos, and palms Tigers and panthers 
roam in the lulls, as also sambhur, nilghai, and black 
buck, as w ell as the hyaena 

There is, moreover, the sek or porcupine — whose 
quill stuck in a door will, it is said, make the household 
quarrel fearfully until it be removed — the sc'tla or ant- 
eater, together wnth foxes, wild-cats, badgers, otters, 
l}Ti\es, flying foxes, and endless monkejs Peacocks 
sun themselves every w here, m town and w ildemess , the 
little weaver-bird, hmya, swings his bottle-shaped nest 
m every grove In almost all parts of India, indeed, one 
obsenms the swinging home of this sociable creature 
w'luch does not fear man so much as snakes, and chooses 
a pendulous ting — if possible over water — from which 
to hang its exqmsitely woven abode Mahouts, how ever, 
use the nests to stufi the pads of their elephants In 
Ulwur-land, moreover, two kinds of parrots aboimd, 
along with bulbuls, green pigeons, the owl called “ King 
of the Night,” the ti7iton, which chatters when a tiger 
moves in the grass, the lauAfn? and banddnt, “ which 
perch upon his head, and pick meat out of his mouth as 
he sleeps ” , and the Ia7ija77, a little duskr bird having a 
black feather in its head which wall render anvbodv 
invisible if he carries it 

The hlaharajah, on befittmg occasions, keeps great 
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c^lnlo On Ingli ho is accoinpamcd by ^ the 

Mahi Marnhb llic famous cnnobbng insignia of “ tbe 
1‘ lOi Tccou cd from Delhi by the images of Sita Bam , 
bi a ]>or‘?on '^ipiportmg a gilded umbrella , people carry- 
ing ]ianhhas rcprc'^cnlmg the sun and moon , by inacc- 
benrers mnrchnl or peacock-plume bearers, choini or 
nk-lnil bearers men melding curious spears, baUam 
vcila^ carriers of silver tiger-headed clubs, glioln udlds, 
runners carrving guns /, Ms bcitdars, and ordinary spear- 
men Yel personally lie has the simplest tastes imagm- 
able and next to the sohd business of Ins kingdom, 
cares for little except good horses and manly sports 
1'Jie citi of Ulmir contains about 50,000 inhabitants 
It has none of the narrou impaved streets, and few 
buildings of im])ortance The people, however, are 
mtcrostnig blcndmg as they do, many races and castes, 
and piirsiimg a great vanety of arts and mdustnes 
Some of the vomen — particularly those from the villages 
— V ear the pocuhar cloths of yellow and brown or blue 
and ^ello^\ called phnollaris, which are inlaid with httle 
circular pieces of loolang-glass In the simshme they 
seem at a distance as if clothed with gems In the 
liearl of tlie cili is the Baum Bilas Palace, which com- 
iinnds from its roof a prospect so enchantmg that it 
un\ compare vith the \ncw from the top of the Boyal 
Besirlenee al .Jev]iore The pa\nhon is of white marble, 
Its roof and vails mlaid mth coloured stones, and with 
tliut pretu tmsol-vork of glass and mother-of-pearl or 
mu 1 lei into the arches, which sheds the indescribable 
< fief 1 as of soft moonlight abeady mentioned in describing 
llie hwpnre ]inlaees Tbe open front of this beautiful 
ip.irtrn.ait giies upon a large lake, surrounded by white 
m irhl. V Bis embellished at every angle with elegant 

K 
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domed Ivioslvs Bclimd llic ]nkc rise abruptl} the steep 
lidls embosoming the ciU lulls of n noli i\arm colour, 
belted with light green vegoi.ilion. and croinied inth the 
nils of on ancienl fort 

Inside Ihe pnlnce nre a librari an arsenal, and a 
To^lta-KJiann or f reastire-lioiise The librari is rich in 
Sanskrit and Persian 1\1SS , iihich certain slalfiil senbes 
Here eop}ing It eoniains some maricllous ilhiminatcd 
scrolls, some ancient Korans, and one special copy of 
Ihe Guhstan iiliieh has been laliicd at i“j0 000 but is 
beiond price for the puriti of its senjit and the sjilendid 
eolour and delicacy of its ])ietnres In the armour} 
there iiere hiindrcdb of famous siiords mth hilts of gold 
jade, and jeiielled iiorl Some of them had pearls 
enclosed in a slot iiithm the breadth of the blade so that 
the pearls run up and doiin as the point is raided or 
dejircsscd a well-known trick of the ohi Oriental svord- 
inakcrs The Rajputs ha\c nlwa^s worshipped the 
sword There were shields m the iTwur nrmour\ of 
great beauty, some of transparent rhinoceros hide, 
studded with gold and jewels , some of nilghai skin, the 
tuft of hair upon the breast being retained and made to 
furnish the tassel of the boss A shirt of mail w om bv 
Holkar’s grandfather, and a rifle ten feet m length, were 
shown ivith special pride by the Maharajah s armourer, 
w ho is the best judge of the w ater and temper of a sw ord- 
blade m Rajputana 

In the Tosha-Kliana (treasur} ) were numberless chests 
of teak bound wnth iron — containing the surplus fimds of 
Ulwnr in rupees and gold inohurs — elephant trappings, 
gilded saddles and bridles, drosses of honour costly 
shawds, and the jewels of the Royal Household The 
glories of these latter were exhibited amid a crowd of 
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proud nnd rc^pcctiid Bajput, guards and attendants 
There a diamond nortli £ 10 , 000 , and tno emeralds of 
]irodi!ziou‘' M70 mill Persian couplets curved upon their 
inconi croon and a rope of pearls, for nlncli the seas of 
(Vinur and of Lanka must have been ransacked The 
Tn^ln-Khmm aPo bm s and stores perfumes , and the 
air in the dark little treasure-chamber was sweet with all 
sort s of essences, laid up for State occasions and for the 
]>]f’nsurin 2 of the ladies of the renana, in flasks, jars, and 
hllle leallicrn Here was the Majmmh—' &\\ 

iho swooluo'-^cs and 7 laha(-i-Jiuli — “comforts of the 
smil w itli attar the real rose-scent, a greenish yellow oil, 
of which a lakh of rose-bloomswnll only furnish 180 grams 
Yot the Prince as has been said, sets but hght store 
b\ ihose ramties He is devoted to horses, and has a 
s5d<'ndid breoebng - «tud comprising some of the best 
Kalliawar Aiabian and even English blood The 
iidiua-slalhous inhabit a ^ast range of stabhng, w^here 
c\cn ill Ins affixed the name age, and pedigree of the 
occujiinl wlule the mares are camped m a still larger 
<’11010*^1110 tlioir colts and fillies rumimg about near them 
111 coiiifoi 1 and solitude As a result of this estabhshment 
ihc earaln of the Maharajah is magnificently mounted 
Till' ILilliawar liorse has a little curled tuft to the ear, 
soincwli it like that of a pTix , and possesses very good 
h'cs Th<>\ bronght us out the httle Prmce’s pomes 
foi inspection— one of them a tmv creature from Burmah, 
Lie eifl of Mr Grant Dull \Ye had seen the Heir- 
\ppiri 111 at Hie pdaco and kissed lus small, tender hand 
1 Inin of lietwceu two and three years, with a pretty 
f tee 111.1 ( h irmmc infantile manners He was toddhng 
iboiit mi.lei ilie earlv morning sim in one of the pavihons, 
le mmie htile words of Persian, and said in the sweetest 
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manner, "Good e\cning'” Not far from the stables 
\\as llic lane of nnid-bmlt bouses \\hcrc the cbectabs, 
lynxes and falrons ^\erc kept The bunting leopards— 
\or\ fine animals — ^\erc In/ilj stretcbcd on cliarpo}s in 
ibc bot noonda} , tbeir cream-coloured bides ^\ltb tbe 
black vch ct dots and tbeir sa\ age faces making ^^onde^- 
fiil pictures under tlie sunlight 

In CNcry field and gro\c the pea-foul strutted about, 
sacred and secure , and the grc} red-beaded cranes in 
pairs — ulncb nothing but death can separate — stalked 
the edge of e\cr} pool Peacocks are great fa\ourites 
uitb the Pajputs Tbe bird is sacred to tbeir uar-god 
Kumara, and its feather was often carried m the turban 
of tbe Ulwur warriors , tbe reason, they declare, whv it 
screams so loudly when thunder is beard is because tbe 
martial fowl " takes tbe noise for battle-drums ” 

Our royal friend has a palace and a steam-launch 
here, and sometimes bnngs the ladies of the zenana for a 
little ruralising into tbe pure upland air Sn Kam’s 
brother beguiled tbe way with anecdotes of the young 
jMabara] all’s goodness A week ago he was walking, 
staff in hand, when an old Rajput met him, and this 
conversation ensued 

" Ram ! Ram ’ they say tbe Maharajah is here 
where can I see him 2 ” 

“ MTiat do you want ^ ” 

“ I have a petition to him , I am old and poor, and 
have been WTonged by a great man ” 

“ Give it to me. Baba ' ” 

" Not so I wiU trust nobody except IMangal Smgb 
“ But I know him, and wall give it into bis band 
" Tell me where be is , they say be will always do 
justice ” 
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AVns ]iG liol} Brnlimnii, or Yogi, or Cliicf of Ilie Raipiit 
line. 

AMiose nrn rests Jierc by the river in the sJiarJe of the 
beautiful shrine ” 

“ i\Iay it jileasc }ou,” quoth Vittoo salaaming, “Pro- 
tector of all the Poor I 

It was not for liol} Bralnn.m thej carved tint dehcate 
door , 

Nor for Yogi, nor Rajput Ram, built tliev tins gem of 
our land , 

But to tell of a Rajput vvonnn, as long as the stones 
should stand 

“ Her name was j\I6ti, the pearl-name , ’twas far m the 
ancient times , 

But her moon-like face and her teeth of pearl are simg 
of still in our rhymes , 

And because she was youn^ and coinel), and of good 
repute, and had laid 

A babe m the arms of her husband,^ the Palace-Nurse 
she was made 

“ For the sweet chief-queen of the Rana in Joudpore 
city had died, 

Leavung a motherless infant, the heir to that race of 
pride , 

The heir of the peacock banner, of the fiv e-coloured flag, 
of the throne 

Which traces its record of glory from days when it ruled 
alone , 

1 A Hindu father acknoukdgea pnte^mt^ hi receiving in Ins nrin^ 

his nou horn child 
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“ Frfvin times ^^llc^ forth from the sunliglii-/ the first of 
nnr ]cmc:‘- came clmin 

Aii<] ]n(l tlie earth for Ins footstool and iiore tlie stars 
for his ero^^•n, 

\s nil pood Ifajputs h^^c told ns , so ]\I6ti was proud 
and true 

ith the rnnec of the land on her bosom, and licr own 
hroini bahv too 

“ \nd the Kajput women uiU hn^c it (I know not myself 
of the'-e things) 

Vs the two babes lav on her lap there, her lord’s and 
the Toudpore King s, 

'^o hnal was the blood of her body, so fast the faith of 
her heart 

It ]iisved to her new-born infant, who took of her tnist 
it'' part 

“ ]fc> would not suck of the breast-railk tiU the Prince 
liad drunken his fill , 

lie would not sleep to the cradle-song till the Prmce was 
lulled and still , 

Vnd he lav at night watli lus small arms clasped round 
the Pana s cliild 

if those hands like the rose-leaf could shelter from 
1 reason w ild 


h nr ti ('ason w as wild m the country, and \ullainons men 
h id songhi 

I’hc life of the heir of the qadu- to the Palace in secret 
hioueht , 

' ' 111 , IVjpni (himvU I'snidtolK dt'ccndtdtromtbosun 
'ilu Milt or throne 
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Willi brihos to the bi‘^e, and knifc-tlirusts for the 
faithful, tliey inndc tlieir %\ay 

Tlirough the line of the guards, and the gatewa}s, to the 
hall ^\here the women lay 

“ There j\l6ti, the foster-mother, sat singing the children 
to rest, 

Her baby at play on her crossed knees and the Ehng’s 
son held to her breast , 

iVnd the dark slave-maidens round her beat low on the 
cymbal’s skin 

lvcc])mg the tunc of her soft song — when — Sahib ’ — 
there hurried in 

“A breatlilcss w'atcher, who whispered, with horror in 
eyes and face 

‘ Oh I Moti ' men come to murder my Lord the Prince 
m this place ' 

They have bought the help of the gate-guards, or 
slaughtered them unaw’ares, 

Hark’ that is the noise of their tulwars,^ the clatter 
upon the stairs ' ’ 

“ For one breath she caught her baby from her lap to her 
heart, and let 

The Kmg’s child smk from her mpple, \vith bps still 
chngmg and wet. 

Then tore from the Prmce his head-cloth, and the putta 
of pearls from his waist, 

And bound the belt of her infant, and the cap on his 
brow's, m haste , 


1 Indian swortls 
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“ j\Tid laid liPT <3cnT off'^pniig, ]\ot flcsli and blood, 
on the floor, 

\V)lh the girdle of pearls around him, and the cap that 
the King’s son wore , 

■\\ hilc close to her heart, winch was brealang, she folded 
the Kama’s ]oy 

jVnd — even as the murderers hfted the piirdali — she fled 
wath lus bov 

“ Blit there (so they deemed) in his 3 ewcls lay the Chota 
Bana ^ the Heir 

‘ The cow with two calves has escaped us,’ cried one, ‘ it 
IS right and fair 

She should save her own baby , no matter ' the edge 
of the dagger ends 

This spark of Lord Eaghoba’s sunbght , stab thrice and 
four times 0 fnends ’ ’ 

“ And the Rajput women will have it (I know not if this 
can be so) 

That ]\Ioti s son m the putta and golden cap cooed 
low 

WHien tlie sharp lilades met m his small heart, with never 
one moan or wince. 

But died wuth a habe s hght laughter, because he died 
for his Prince 


■' TJieroby did that Rajput mother preserve the hue of 
our lauas 

till ' \ ittoo, I said, “ hut they gaie her much gold 
and boautiful things, 


^ 'Little King” 
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And gnrineids, and land for ]ior ppo])lc and a liome m 
the Palace I j\ra}l)c 

iShc liad g^o^\n to love tliat Princeling e\en more than 
the child on her knee ” 

“ i\ra3’- it please the Presence ' ’ quoth Ahttoo, “ it 
scemeth not so ' they ga\c 

The gold and the garments and jewels as much as the 
jiroudcst w ould have , 

But the same night deep in her true heart she buned a 
knife, and smiled, 

Saying this ‘ I have saved my Bana ' I must go to 
suckle my child i ” 


8 The Mosques of AiniEDvnvD 

Ahmedabad, the finest city in the nch proMnee of 
Guzerat, ovres its origm to Ahmed Shah, who laid the 
foundations of the stately capital in the earlier part of the 
fifteenth century To build his new city the conquer- 
ing monarch freely pillaged the marble masonry of Chan- 
draoti and Anhilwada, the two ancient Hmdu capitals 
of Guzerat , and, later on, Mahmud Shah biult the great 
w^all which now encircles it, a massn e rampart nearlv si\ 
miles m circumference, ha^^ng roimd towers at e^ erv fifty 
yards, the curtain being tlurtvfeet high m raanv portions 
and SIX feet thick There are eighteen gates m this wall 
each of them prodded inth huge foldmg-doors of teak, m 
the upper section of which sharp iron spikes are thicklv 
planted, in order to prevent the elephants of a besieging 
enemy from battering them open with their heads 

Akbar, in his turn, greatly embellished the place, and 
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opened hrond ‘^(rect'^ where ton Inillock-cnrt^s could drive 
dnen^t Ahmedabnd is non a ihrmng city, containing 
a hundred and twenty thousand inhabitants, the head- 
quarters of the Northcni Division of the Bombay Army, 
and pos'jcssmg one of the most picturesque and ficaltliiest 
cantonments 111 India There is indeed, no finer road to 
])e seen am n here than that iihich leads from the city 
to the camp under a thrce-milcs-long avenue of red 
tamarind and peepul trees 

Tlie groat boast of Ahniedabad as regards archi- 
tecture hesm its old Mohammedan mosques built mainly 
of vhite stone dchcately and marvellously carved 
Xorthern Guzerat and Bajputana abound in a miUcy 
marble and hainng this inatenai and aU the nuns of 
the Hindu capitals at hand the Sultans of Ahmedabad 
reared during their reigns some of the lovehest httle 
huildings m the world They are all ruined and defaced 
now and m more than one instance — such are the chances 
of Fate ’ — a Hindu custodian keeps the shrmes of Islam , 
Init 1 1 ieir ancient beauty shmes tlirough their decay, and 
weelkS might be spent m the study of the dehcious things 
wi ought liere in snow-white blocks by the carvers and 
nu^-oiis of the Mohammedan period The city itself, in 
ill its streets and lanes is full of wonderfully jBne work of 
die ST me Icmd executed upon the timbers and wooden 
pillar^ of the houses There wands, m fact, hardly a 
biwn m -Himedahad where 3mu will not observe 
^ome mam beam or “ kmg-post ” of a trader’s dwelbng 
‘-niljitured bv the patient chisels of those true artists of 
"Id into admirable figures of gods men, and animals , 
foi wood and stone carnng seems to he an ancient Hindu 
u! wliifli Hie coinjuerors adopted 

\iimnc[ the manv edifices winch display the skill of 
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fcliosc old artificers we visited tlic Eaiii-ki-Jhisjid, or 
Queen’s IMnsquc ” 'J’he niimrets of this monument 
are broken off short at (lie level of the mosque-roof, and 
the place is so wild and neglected that some years ago a 
tiger IS said to havm been shot sleeping within a few 
yards of the fakir who always occupies the platform under 
the ro/ah Bats hang in clusters beneath the fretted 
dome, and long-tailed monkeys squat upon the cormce 
where Arabic inscriptions in mother-of-pearl proclaim 
the glory of Allah and the merits of the pious foimder 
The w’lndow -work of pierced marble, however, remains 
utterly wonderful for its v\ariety and delicacy The 
silky stone is cut into patterns, which change with every 
lattice They are all, it is true, geometrical, for it is the 
liindu only who revels in imitations of nature and lov es 
to reproduce in marble climbing plants or the leav es and 
blossoms of the lotus The Moslem, shimmng all hkeness 
of hvung tilings, has yet w ov en out of bnes, circles, and 
triangles, and above all, from the beautiful letters of his 
Arabic alphabet, designs of evhaustless fancy, through 
w'hich the bnght hght softly shines as if golden wine 
were poured through lace There wall be seen m all 
these bmldmgs, first, a mosque proper, with minarets a 
praying'jilace, and mimbar (pulpit) , and next, a rozah 
or garden-canop)L covermg the tomb or tombs of those 
in vv hose name the edifice w as erected This is generally 
an open pavulion, wuth double rows of columns, support- 
ing a central dome surrounded by four small cupolas at 
the corners, the area being pared with marble, and 
approached by marble steps The columns are crowned 
with capitals, engraved with nunute luxurious em- 
broidery in stone , and cv^eryvvhere appears the same 
lavush wealth of w ork and fancy , for it is characteristic 
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of the Hindu fiTl Nvlncli tlio Moslem nlso mtlns respect 
nd()j)tpd 1 n ]ca^e BO linked places mtlic stone AVlicrcver 
firliMie loll can he hestmied il is freely given , so that 
men Hie lover surfaces of all platform edges and the 
Indden recesses of domes and inches, are completely 
coi ered mih hemilifnl labour, on the old Greek principle 
Hial " Hie gods sec ever^ vhere 

Menr the .Tamnlpur Gate rises another exquisite 
mosque ]iossessnig still unbroken its graceful minarets 
of vliile marble and embellished m the same, or even 
111 a more nslomslnng manner, mth elaborate carnngs 
md ]>ieTccd v ork One of the panels upon the principal 
hiiilding licrc fashioned m a fairv-hke pattern, is worked 
oul of Hie solid stone An npnght lamp-stand, wrought 
from Hie solid side of a column, stands here, of a con- 
rqition adimrablo for elegance and utility, and the 
tullnis suMaiiung the fisc cupolas of the rozah are well 
worths to form a canopy for the rehes of that beautiful 
])riiieess the Ham Sipra to whose memory the mosque 
was on clod B^c{l^ words fail to describe the dainty 
]o\ eliiiess of m.nn among these Jloliammedan memorials, 
dusts and decayed as they are at present Some of 
tliom like H.ubat Khan s mosque, interest by exhibitmg 
t he w as ni w Incli Moslem and lindu styles of architecture 
s\ei<> combined The Manek Burg, or “ Ruby Tower,” 
cunt tins a window of perforated alabaster, by some 
Hmdn master-hand where the stems and foliage of a 
. re. ].er are so simulated that nature is not more hthe 
,111(1 lisinc than the stone The carsmig on the Tin 
Huwa/a or' Trqile Gateway , thelacessork rotmd the 
'lomb of Hnli Hum the sculpture at Dhaee Harm’s 
Bell mmht each of them suppK pages of admirma 
lomment .and the In gone opulence of Ahmedabad m 
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these delicate trmmplis of art may he gathered from the 
fact tliat in the si\tcenth reutnrv tliera ore not Inss than 
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a thousaird btone lud marble mosques, tombs, and 
kiosques m or near her u alls 
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THE ‘^o:eg celestial 

Wo MMlod i\ho ihc pretty Kanknna Tank and Nagina 
(^nr^en^ near tlie citv This is an artificial lake siir- 
Towulocl In ■^teps of ma^onrv and colonnades of marhlc, 
mil) an enchanting island in the middle, linked by a 
hTidce and a caii'^enay t-o the shore The little palace in 
lhc nland has been restored bi the British Govcmineiit, 
nid afiords a pleasant n aterside retreat for the citizens of 
\hiiicflabad King-fishers green and bine, ncro hover- 
mg 01 er the ]ilneid surface the monkeys gambolled and 
fhailored m the tamarind trees and floiiers of a hundred 
linos vere reflected along the cdge,s of the verdant island 
\ r igi or religious ascetic had pitched Ins station 
nnder a jicejnil tree near the bridge, and was being 
doionib norshipped In some Hindus, mth offermgs of 
men] and fruit 


't Ini hoAfi CrLisTiAL, or, Bhagavad-Gita 

I? /mm (7s/,<! Arjs/nm to drive hs chauot on to the 
firld {hn{ ho may view the armies 

Ihno Dauntless One ' to vonder open ground 
IhtwiM iho irnnes I nould see more nigh 
TIicm' i\]io null fight mth us, those we must slay 
'I o-dni m nar s arbitrament for, sure, 
thi bloodshed all are bent who throng tins plam 

Tim- 1 )\ Arjuua praved (0 Bharata '), 

Bel ecu the hoOsthat heaaeuly Charioteer 
Dioxe tlu' bridit f ai remmg its mdk-white steeds 
B lieu- Bhidnna led and Droua, and their lords 

^ec ’ .pakc he to W]una, “ where they stand, 
i lt\ hmdied of the Kurus ” and the Prince 
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Mirlvod on oadi linnd tlic l^msmen of his house, 
GnmlMTo^ find sirc'; uncles and brothers and sons, 
('nii'^ui'j and ‘^ons-m-lan and nephews, mixed 
With fncnd'i and honoured elders , some this side, 
Snmc that side ranged and, seeing those opposed, 
Snell hith grown enemies — Arjuna's heart 
Melted mlh pity, wlnlc he uttered tins 


Ar-jvna snys Jiccannol slo?/ /ns linsfoll 


Knslina ' as I behold come here to shed 
1 h('ir common blood yon concourse of our km, 

Ah members fail, my tongue dries m my mouth, 

\ slmdder thrills my body, and my bair 
Bristles yitli horror from my weak hand slips 
Gandiy the goodly bou , a fever burns 
Ah skill to ]iarchmg hardly may I stand , 

'Jlie hfc Mithm me seems to swim and famt , 
hot lung do I foresee sa-\e woe and wail ' 

It IS mil good 0 KeshaA ' ^ nought of good 
<’ m spring from mutual slaughter ' Lo, I hate 
Tniimpli and domination ucalth and ease, 

Tims s'vdh you ' Aho ' what ^^ctory 
1 ill bring dehchl Govinda ' ^ uhat rich spoils 
Could profit y hat rule recompense , y hat span 
Of Itfo jisolf seem syeel, bought with such blood ^ 
i^ei nm tlint those stand lierc ready to die, 

1 or wlio'-e sake life yas fair, and pleasure pleased, 

And posser grey precious — grandsires, sires, and sons, 

Broifers ind fathers-m-hy, and sons-in-law, 

1 Id. r- md fnends < Shall I deal death on these 
linn lioimh tlim seek to shy us ? Not one blow 
t' A1 idlniMid in ' 1 lull I strike to gam 


^ of ivTishna 


L 
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T]ic rule of all I’lirce Worlds , tlicn liow niucli less 
To sei/e an earthly kingdom I 

Thus, if wd slay 

Kinsfolk and friends for lo\e of earthly poucr, 
Alioiat ' ■\\hat an e\il fault, it -svere ' 

Better I deem it, if niy kinsmen strike, 

To face them ■weaponless, and hare mj breast 
To shaft and spear, than answer blow with blow 

So speaking, m the face of those two hosts, 

Arjnna sank upon his chariot-seat. 

And let fall bow and arrows, sick at heart 

Kns/nia (7s/. s him vhij he vill nnt ft(jht 

How hath this wealmc'-s taken thee ’ AMience spnngs 
Tlie inglorious trouble shameful to the bra\ c 
Barring the path of ^ irtue ^ Xa} , Arjim ' 

Forbid thyself to feebleness ’ it mars 
Thy warrior-name ’ cast off the coward-fit ’ 

Wake ' Be thyself ’ Arise Scourge of th} Foes ' 

Aijuna repeals that he canuol bear to lill his luisfoR 

Hevv can I, m the battle, shoot with shafts 
On Bhishina, or on Drona — 0 thou Chief ' — 

Both 'w^oishipful, both honourable men ^ 

Better to In e on beggar’s bread 
AVith those w e lo\ e ahve. 

Than taste their blood m rich feasts spread, 
ibid giultily surnve ' 

All ' were it worse — ^who knows — to be 
Ahetor or i anquished here, 

AA^hen those confront us angrily 
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lio'^c dentil leaves Inmg drear ? 

In plt^ Ip clonblings lossccl, 

Ah llinnclits— distracted — turn 
To Tliee tlic Ginde I reverenced most, 

Tint I lna^ counsel Icnm 
1 tnnn not nlint would heal the grief 
Burned int-o soul and sense, 

1 f T n ere earth s unchallenged chief — 

\ god — and these gone tliencc ' 

hv'hvn '-m/s {hnf he c<tnno( liU ihcin , he may kill their 
hnchrs hit he cannot lill their souls 

T 1)011 grici est nlierc no gnef should he ' thou speakest 
W ords hekma \\isdoin * for the wise in heart 
Alnnrii not for those that hve nor those that die 
Xor ] nor tlion not any one of these, 
l'^\ or w \s not nor e\ er ynll not he, 

I'oi c^el and for e\er afterwards 
U1 tint doth lue h\es always ' To man’s frame 
A*- tliero eoinos infancy and youth and age, 

So < (line 1 here raismgs-iip and la^ungs-down 
< If ot her and of other hfc-abode.s, 

11 liidi the \M',p Know and fear not 

VAcrmUj of the Spirit 

\e\n the sjiiiit was horn the spirit shall cease to he 
nm ei 

\e\n was i„no it was not , End and Beginnmg are 
•he nils ' 

hoihhsx nid deulilcs^ and changeless remameth the 
spnii fororor 

lie nh h nh not touched it at all dead though the house 
o! 1! s( puts ' 
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Nny, but as ^\]len one layetli 
JIis uorn-out robes an ay, 

And, talking new ones sayetb, 

“ These will I wear to-day ' ” 

So puttcth by the spirit 
Lightly its garb of flesh. 

And passeth to inherit 
A residence afresh 

I say to thee w eapons reach not the Life , 

Flame bums it not, w aters cannot o’envhelm. 

Nor dry wands ivither it 

How wilt thou, then, — 

Knowing it so, — grieve when thou shouldst not gne\ e 
How, if thou hearest that the man new-dead 
Is, hke the man new -bom, stiU h\ang man — 

One same, existent Spint — wilt thou weep ^ 

The end of birth is death , the end of death 
Is birth this is ordamed ’ and moumest thou, 
Chief of the stalwart arm ’ for what befalls 
A^^llch could not otherwise befall ^ The birth 
Of hvmg things comes impercen ed , the death 
Comes imperceived , between them bemgs percen e 
AATiat IS there sorrowful herem, dear Prince ^ 

Krishna tells Arjiina that it is his duty as a Kshattruja 
to fight , not to fight icoiild be a sin 

This Life wathm all hvmg things, my Prince ' 

Hides beyond harm , scorn thou to suffer, then, 

For that winch cannot sufier Do thy part ' 

Be mmdful of thy name, and tremble not ' 

Nought better can betide a martial soul 
Than lawdul war , happy the warrior 
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To A\ho]Ti cnmc'^ ]ov of bnttlc — 00010=^ now, 

Glono\w and fair niwouglit , opening for liim 
\ calcM TV nnt-o Hoav n But, if tlion slinnn st 
Tins lioiioiiraUc field— a Ksliattnj'a— 

If Iniowing lliv dntv and tKy task, tliou bidd’st 
Bull and task go In— that sliall be sm * 

\nd those to come shall speak thee infamy 
From age to age but mfamy is worse 
For men of noble blood to bear than dcatli ' 

Tl)c chiefs upon their battle-chariots 
ill deem twas fear that drove thee from the fray 
Of those who held thee nnghty-soiiled the scorn 
Thou must abide, while aU thme enemies 
ill scatter bitter speech of thee, to mock 
Tlie laloiir which thou hadst , what fate could fall 
More griciousU than this * Either — ^liemg killed — 
1 hou wilt w m Sw arga s safety, or — ahve 
And 1 ictor — ^thou wilt reign an earthly kmg 
Thciefoic a use thou son of Kunti ' brace 
Thme aim for conflict nerve thy heart to meet — 
As things alike to thee — pleasure or pam, 

Frohl or rum i ictory or defeat 

.'so minded gird tliec to the fight, for so 

Tliou shalt not sm ' 


1 0 Delhi 

At the end of the Chandm Chauk (Silver Street) is 
the b dioro ftatc, ^^hlch leads by a covered bazaar to the 
nauzmfi.em fortress-palace of the Zilogul Emperors 
I issnie throueli it vou come into a spacious square, 
vhcr. siaiid the majestic Dnvan-i-Am, with its thirty- 
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Nny, but as wlien one layetli 
TTis Morn-out robes away, 

Aiul, taking new ones sayetb, 

“ These will I wear to-day ' ” 

So puttcth by the spirit 
Lightly its garb of flesh, 

And passcth to inherit 
A residence afresh 

I say to thee weapons reach not the Life , 

Flame bums it not, waters cannot o’erwhelm, 

Nor dry wunds wuthcr it 

How wilt thou, then, — 

Knowing it so, — grieve when thou shouldst not griei e 
How, if thou hearest that the man new -dead 
Is, hke the man new -bom, still luing man — ■ 

One same, existent Spint — wilt thou w eep ? 

The end of birth is death , the end of death 
Is birth this is ordamed ' and raoumest thou, 

Chief of the stalwart arm ' for what befaUs 
A^Tiich could not otherwise befall ? The birth 
Of hvmg things comes impercen ed , the death 
Comes imperceived , between them beings percen e 
'\niat IS there sorrowful herein, dear Prince ? 

Knshna icUs Arjuna that it is Ins duty as a Kshattruja 
to fight , not to fight uould be a svi 

Tins Life wuthm all h^^ng things, my Prmce ' 

Hides beyond harm , scorn thou to suffer, then. 

For that wduch cannot suffer Do thy part ' 

Be mindful of thy name, and tremble not ! 

Nought better can betide a martial soul 
Than lawful war , happy the warrior 
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To uliom ronic'; ]ov of bnfflc — conio'? ns now, 
( 7 lorions find fair nn'^onglit , opening for him 
\ tzn1cwa\ nnio Heal n But if thou shnnn st 
riii= honourahlc field— a Kshattriya — 

If Iwiioiniig Ihv dull and thy task, thou bidd st 
DuU and task go In —that shall be sm ' 

\nd 1ho=;e to come shall speak thee infamy 
I'roin ago to age but infamy is worse 
For inan of noble blood to bear than death ' 

7’])e ehieb upon llieir battle-chanots 
^\ ill deem Iw as fear that dro^ e thee from the fray 
Of tliose wlio lield thee inighty-souled the scorn 
Thou must abide while all tlune enemies 
ill scatter bitter speech of thee to mock 
riie ^alour wliieli thou hadst , what fate could fall 
Alore grie\oush tlian this ? Either — bemg Icilled — 
I'liou wilt win Swarga s safetv, or — ahve 
\iid Mctor thou wilt reign an cartlily kmg 
Tlmrefore aiise thou son of Kunti ' brace 
Tlune arm for conflict ner\e thv heart to meet— 
tlniigs alike to thee — pleasure or pam, 

Fiofit or nun Mctor\ or defeat 
So mind(>d gird thee to tlie fight, for so 
Tiimi shah not sin • 


Kt Dllhi 

\t ih.> end of tlie (diandni Chauk (Siher Street) is 
thp b dmre bate which leads bv a co 4 ered bazaar to the 
maumliccm foi tress pabce of the Mogul Emperors 
1 nsme through it cou come into a spacious square 
s, nid iho majestic Diwan-i-Am, wnth its thirty’ 
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hA(. Torl nucl the royal scat of ^^hitc marble, 

n» nplil llie splpjiclifl and bcatitifnl Dn\ an-i-Klias, 
i]ip Hall of IViA ni c Andicuce of llic Emperors, \ntli close 
H Innfl Ibe ^Inli ^Insjid or “Pearl Mosque,” a white 
V (■>])'b'r of archil ccl lire and the sumptuous Akab Baths 
In tlic <)iuhc]icc jnll once stood lliat throne the Takt-i- 
j i,i^~\\]iich cost si\ inilhons sterling bemg composed of 
iwf) pcacncl.s of gold mtli spread tails, all fashioned to 
lhc life Mith sapphires emeralds, rubies, and diamonds, 
hc( U ecu them ho\ erma a parrot of the natural size carved 
out of a solid emerald and orerhead a canopy of beaten 
gold sujqinrtod b\ tv oho golden columns Here sat in 
St lie the fireat Moguls , but an almost higher idea is 
gi\en of their grandeur bv the white marble Bath 
('inmbers ad]oining uhere rmdets of cr 3 ^stal water 
vme made to vauder through channels of pohshed 
il lb istei o\er slabs of mlaid stone and the bps of silver 
md gold liasins Notlung m imperial Borne ever ex- 
leeded ihe magmliceuce of these ro\nl retreats of Shah 
bhm lud 'Uinugzeb( or the dchcate beauty of their 
/(■liana looking thiough pierced marble lattices upon the 
.Inmn i ( )\ ei one gold and satm archway of this buildnig 
tlie ai(!til(et Ins niiiteu in a proud Persian verse 


H on tin eirlh thtre be a boner of bbss, 
i bill ])1 (( t IV tins, IS tbii, lb this, 18 tills ' ” 


line ion ma\ now bu\ bulbuls at two annas apiece 
on ilie slops Old yurts yj biately and exclusive 
hinini 1 Mnsiid stroll through the chattermg crowd, and 
i> 1 d nioiikinv in the gardens of the pnneesses of Baber 
Ml the ilntiKt auHind Delhi near and far, is covered 
With nmud nioMpies and tombs some m marble, some 
n. '-nulsione some of both materials mixed, so that 
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^^llrrc^cr ihc onc fnlls it liglite u]ioii domes, nrclics, and 
colnmn^ ^lionnig amidst the grOAOS, or to^^c^lUg above 
tliom a \on Mildcmos'^ of vanished pride and splendour 
Tlierc must be Inindrcds of stKalcly cdifico^s scattered over 
llip face of tins Roiithem plain, and beneatli their rums 
be the rcniams of ^l^e or six successive cities, for here is 
the graie of dmasties of bjgone empires 

T/ic Kidi(b M\nar 

Tlirough tlieir cniiiibhug rches you arrive at last at 
ihc group of ancient buildings m the midst of nluch the 
hiitub Mmar hfts its lofty beauty to the sky, a pillar of 
fluted masonrr two lumdred and forty feet high, em- 
bellished at each of its tapering stones uith inscriptions 
m Arabic u Inch is so ornamental The second story of 
the inar\cl!ous pillar is completely belted with the 
" Nmeti-mue Beautiful Names of Allah ” The three 
loM cst Slones of this pillar of -snetory are made of a warm 
led snndsione the ipijier ones of white Ulwiir marble 
Sultan ^Utamsh eomjdeted it m a D 1230 No one can 
imagine the oflect of this comcal column, with its deep 
hut mgs and dimmishmg cones, soarmg blood-colour and 
snow -w late mlo the lilue — and adorned with flowmg 
dee]i cut Arab scripts with sculptured lamps, bells, and 
bosses ’ Hard bi i& the mosque of Kutbu 1 Islam, 
which I bn Bntuta describes with such admiration, bmlt 
m All 1191 of the fragments of twenty -seven Hindu 
teuijdes tlie ancjcul fanes of Brahmamcal Delhi It is 
fiuious liore to obsene the mutilated figures of Indian 
in\tlioloe\ blcudod with Moslem inscriptions and 
Bathan domes , while, close at hand, is the famous iron 
pillar iheArmofKeuowTiof RajaDha\a” This is a 
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solid slmft of inallonblc iron, said to be more tlian sixty 
feet lonpr, reekonins tlie underground portion and 



Till KiTi 11 Mis vu 


seventeen inclieb in diameter , deeph planted in the 
eartli, vherc it is bolie\od to rest on the liead of tlie 
Gieat Snake, the King of the Xagas Alanv mscriptious 
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nio niwn llic niia llic dint of a cannon-ball may be 
^Ineb Xadir Shah fired at it, Mitli the intention of 
hrnhmc do\ni tlic idolatrous " l^at ” But it stands, 
Slid nn^ veil stand unshalvcn for ten tlioiisand years 
](Hiecr Sliould a'ou dnerge a ^c^Y miles eastward, 
Tuchlnhahad ina\ lie visited— a citadel full of rums and 
toiiih^ liaunted bv panthers and cheetahs, amid ifis 
tlurh uiidcrgrowih of thorns and cactus The monu- 
ment of duna Khan is there, the A7miii Sultan, or 
“ dlurdcroin Kmc a cruel t’knant, whose successor, 
]hro 7 Shah procured wntten acquittances from many 
<d whom he had oppressed, and placed them m a 
(liecf i( the foot of the ICmg s tomb, m order that he 
miglil sfiow them to the Angels of Judgment Mukir and 
h.ihii and so jierhaps escape pumshment 


13 Acra and the Taj 


It uoidd )>e ditlicult to find a raihrai station an}wvhere 
whu h LukK ilv passenger'- u]>on a more remarkable scene 
ill in ili.ii .d \<rra You emerge into the open space 
mnd tlie usual bnglith-elad crowd and are arrested on 
till' stej) of the carriage }»\ the imjiosmg spectacle pre- 
nio<] upon eiihei Innd To tlic right soar the mmarets 


and domes of an immense mosque, the Jumma Musjid 
'ifthi'ciu lanlt In Miah Jehau m A D 1G44, in honour of 
ill' good Ihmr CSV Jthan'ira lu> daughter, who was bimed 
at ])e]ln afiir sliariiiir the se\eu rears’ captirnty of 
h'l fuller doj.u'-ed In Aurangzebe This is a massive 
MruMme of sandstone ilu great domes of which are 
'o\M.d In a /igcac pattern m hirers of white marble, 
Old iu ihe left the ra-i red walls and bastions of Akbar’s 
i "Tt (hmb iqwMnds hke sca-cbfis, facmg the station with 



SELJ CTIOXS FROM ARNOLD 


a huge gate\\ay and willi long linos of parapet, under 
\\liicli runs in a broad stream, dnided by many sand- 
banlvs, tlie sacred Yamuna, or Jumna, floying grandly 
down to join Ibe frangos and forming with that n\er the 
fertile Doab, the fairest portion of Hindustan proper 




llhnr 

Within those loftv walls arc hidden the finest monu- 
ments of the iMogul time, is well as some of the favourite 

retreats of the Sul- 

that the first object 
to snize attention at 
\kbar s citv should 
-4^^ W remind one of that 

f A truh great so\ereign 

tolerance and 
rare artistic taste 
created what mav be 
.* sc , called the new school 
“‘■'r* Hindustani archi- 

'-Y WMi!.T ‘O' «> 

' India The hearts of 

v'* Baber and Humanm 

A . J ' ^^ere alvravs away in 
' Central Asia , but the 

AKHvn .s H.sm Dues Hamida, the 

Persian girl, born at Unuirkot on the Indus who 
began to rule as a bo) of foirrteen and lived to 
prove so powerful a monarch, knew no coimtrv 
except his empire of Hindustan, and ga\e himself, 
heart and soul, to the idea of blendmg m India 


-?o 
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rnnfjiif'ror*: fliifi coji(]iicrecl inlo one people It is 
lhal the Hindu-? hclicvod Inm to be one of tbeir 
fOMi j'enplo returned to oartli nnd nil the more nben one 
d^^ lio dug uj) at tlie confluence of the Juinun and Gauges 
tlu' didi the bottle, and the doer-‘?kin of an anchorite , 
article^ nhich thei ';uppn‘;ed inn-it liave belonged to the 
Ihnjicror in a prenou-? oM-^tence He chose Hindu 
jiriuee-^-jes for his mres , faroured and cultivated Hindu 
literature although he himself could neither read nor 
w rite inok Hindu statesmen into his deepest confidence, 
iiid In enijibning Hindu artists and masons, and giving 
lliein bee plai u]ion the old Persian and Mogul models, he 
founded for India nhat comes nearest to a national style 
of building so that eien now mam a graceful private 
mansion or forgotten temple in the bv-streets of Indian 
nties jnmes how thoroughlv Hmdiistaiu architecture is 
1 In mg art 1 he breadth of Ahbar s religious viens, his 
generous interest in all forms of thought liis love of the 
main good (jualities m his Indian subjects, the grace, 
the Jo^ fuhies'. i1h' courage and the kindhness of the man, 
unli! those liiei M>ar^ when the \uces of bis children dis- 
lieiitened limi ind his strong nature \ lelded, make Agra 
> \eiii dih jihui of ]>iliirimige for those who remember 
\]d)ii s \ntue>« iiid oxerlook his faults 

He ( \on iinenit d i ret oik ibng religion Mr Keene 
1 h( so (.dill) l)i\me Monotheism’ of AJkbar 
u IS m itiwmpi lo throw off the rules of Islam, and 
'■uhMitiiii a '-wtoiii obtained b\ putting together the 
^'-ttim. oi ZoKMsitr of the Brahmans and of Chns- 
Daniii aii.l ns mmig some Mohammedan forms Few 
"him Alosloms and oul\ one Hindu (Birbnl), embraced 
n iiid it ft 11 It tlu' dtaiii of Its founder, owing to the 
"I'!'"Mtiou of smten Ixluner^ and the mdillerence of 
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the new Emperor Jehangir But the Hindus continued 
to prosper till the tune of Aurang/ebe Of Akbar’s peers 
fifty-seven Mere Hindus out of about four himdred , 
under ]us grandson Shah .Tchnn, out of si\ hundred and 
nine, one hundred and ten were Hindus Neitlier Akhar 
nor Jehnngir converted tlicir Hindu vi\cs to the faith of 
Tslain ” Faults the great Emperor certainly had hlis 
city of Fiittehpoor-Sikri, Inidt at enormous cost to his 
people, m a place uliere no man could live long because 
of the bad air and vatcr, was a caprice so costly as to 
seem cruel , and beautiful as are the buildings m this 
city and at DeUii, due to lus hand or to his influence, who 
has not licard of that fatal sweetmeat bo\ which the 
Emperor carried, one side of which contained innocent 
lozenges of honey and almonds, and the other partition 
sweet-scented lozenges imbued with deadly poison ’’ If 
Akbar gave you a sweet from the kind side of his box 
you were m high favour at court, and hkely to command 
a province soon or to receive the charge of five thousand 
horse If he smihngly offered you one from the other 
part, you could not refuse — for none dared to sa} ‘ Xo ” 
to Akbar — while you rode hurriedly home in your 
htter, and there died before the golden palace robes 
could well be stripped off They say that Akbar himself 
perished by malong a mistake one evening when he 
■wished for a sw^eetmeat 


The City of Agra 

The Foit contains w'lthiu its vast red walls a whole 
town of splendid Hogiil buildings Thev are grouped 
together in a rich profusion of architecture not to be 
iindci'stood, unless it is remembered that the Mogid was 



1^9 


INDIA DDMSITI D 

n Iimi of imitated m ailed cities liis omti 

l,^ £fei( linhit ^ of the desert Tims, alike at. Futtclipoor- 
^IKn and m tins i\ondorful Agra Fort, edifice is crowded 
upon edifioe wdhin a naiTow space, just as tents would 
line lioen m a Baclrian eucanipment jllorcover, the 
iidiml design is nrtually llio same The Dnvaii-i- 
\ni -elncli inn first see, with its three rows of tlinty-six 
(olunins fiontmg the sunlight where the place of the 
till one IS still marked the Diwan-i-Klias, a marvel of 
olahnrate woik caned and beaiititied beyond the power 
f)f am voids to cninei the Jehangir Mahal, and the 
lif uitiful mosques themsehes the Nagma and the Moti, 
.d! simco'-t tents and tent -poles, and the Kanauts or 
(uitmis of tents lifted high for light and air These 
buildings 110 in fact all open halls facing wnth tent-like 
fionfs thf sfjuaie or the ruer on one side, and ha^’lng 
sdKt a]nil mints or n cesses at the back, like the 
woiiinis jKiiiion of a Turanian hbula The Diwan-i- 
Kii.is will, itv oiubioidfred arches and its inlaj^mg of 
leiul uoiK would alone imder au\ city famous Yet 
iliis IS onh one of ilio miin treasures enshrmed m Agra 
Vni ])iss fioii) lix (oluiiiind grace and lightness of the 
If dl of tiidieiiM upon 1 t( nace o\ crlookmg the broad 
I !) lum 1 of t 111 Jumna witlitlii suow w lute domes of the 
'1 !] sltoMum m tlio distaiui Close to the foot of this 
1 ' 1 1 K e IS j )lac od a hi oad solid slab of black stone, on which 
tin lliioiK of MJiar was set while he admmistered justice 
O' till (lowds of Ills piopP assembled m the courtyard 

In low 

^'1 amiii A on w indij b\ a toriidor of marble and 
Muix sJumug steps I, A onn-sicret bower, of the zenana 
Old ImliTooms tool m tlu hottest noon, to a pair of 
aaiis .piiii hunight b\ Akbar fiom Chittore , 
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and these admit the delighted visitor to a small, secluded 
mosque, dedicated to the use of those same lovely queens 
of the Great IMogul for their daily devotions 


The Moh Miiyid [Pear I\Iosquc) 

Here is the Nagina, or “ Gem ” — all of white marble, 
and delicately beautiful enough for the knees of the 
svectest and stateliest of votanes But it is a seed- 
pearl only to the Great Pearl adjoining the famous 
Moti Miisjid, the edifice which is a fair and perfect sister 
to Shah Jclian’s other consummate work, the Taj Mahal 
A heavy door of carved timber is thnist open by the 
JJuidiin (attendant), and you stand m a Moslem shrme, 
vhere only two colours arc needed b> the artist who 
would endeavour to depict it — the blue of the enroofing 
sky and the sdvery vhite of the surrounding alabaster 
All IS sapphire and snov , a sanctuary vuthoiit any 
ornament except its own supreme and spotless beauty 
of surface and matenal Three snowy domes crown the 
holy place of prayer, approached by milk-vhite steps 
from the white enclosure, in the middle of v hich opens a 
marble tank, the vaters whereof reflect the fifty-eight 
w^hite pillars of the cloister It is not qmte exact to 
■write that this Pearl of aU Churches has no embellish- 
ment Passages from the Koran are inscnbed over some 
of the doorwmys and arches, in flo-wing Arabic, wrought 
of black marble, inlaid upon the pimtv of the alabaster 
The delicate stone itself has here and there tints of 
lose colour, of pale ambei, and of faint blue, and is 
carved on many a panel and slender pillar mto soft 
fancies of spray and flower 

In the south-east angle of this palace-crowded Port; 
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there nrc BdoJi, or Well-Room and the otlier basement 
apailments A\]ioreto the Empeior and Ins ladies would 
let real when the ficree lieats of the Indian midsummer 
had weaned Inm of state and them of pra}cr in the 
mosque, or of barpams with the sdk-merchant’s sla%es m 
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the Murltr/ti Bhnn'un 
“ Descendinp,” we are 
told “ at early moru- 
imr and followed b} 
attendants wath fruits 
and music the royal 
partA could wander 
about the lab\ nnths 
tint honeycomb the 
fort m this direction 
whose windows look 
on till n\er at the 
bast' of the palace 
Urnmp at the Baoh 
tin \ could seat them- 
sihi", on cushions m 
the chambers that 
surrounded the water 
of the well and idle 


awmy the sultry hours m the manner dwelt on bv 
Persian poets ” 

If, indeed, one would realise the pomp and lu\urv of 
tins ancient Mogul Court a \er\ just idea mac’ be gained 
from M Bernier’s account who wisited Agra during the 
reign of Shah Jehan This famous Frenchman writes 

“ The king appeared sitting upon his throne in the 
bottom of the great hall of the splendidly 

apparelled llis \est was of white satm, flowered and 
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111^0(1 M)t]i fi ^cr^ fine embroidery of gold and silk 
III. 1 urban of clotli of gold liarung a fowl WTOUglit 
upon It like a heron, nlio'^c foot was covered with 
(bammid^ of an extraordinary bigness and price, nitli a 
cn-nt Onentnl iopar nliicli may be said to be matchless, 
dunme like a little ^un A collar of big pearls hung 
ibniit hi= neck dovsi to lus stomach His throne was 
‘-upportf’d hr ^ix high pillars or feet, said to bo of 
nin'-^n e cold and set \nth nibics, emeralds, and diamonds 
I mu not able to tell rou citlier the number or the price 
nf iliF lienp of ])recions stones, because it is not per- 
mit f^d to come near enough to coimt them, and to judge 
of thoji vnfer and pimtv Behmd him were two pea- 
eor i s made of jirecious stones and pearls Beneath this 
ihroiK there ajijieared all the Omrahs m splendid apparel 
ipton I iaisf>d ground coxcred with a great canopy of 
))mfhd gold vitli great golden fringes, and enclosed by a 
‘■ihoi lnh‘-tre The pillars of the hall were hung with 
1 pio^ines of purfled gold haxing the ground of gold, 
and foi ilio inof of the hall there was nothmg but great 
' mopi(>v of flowered satin fastened wnth red silken cords 
ihit had luc tuft'- of mIK mixed with threads of gold 
h niginc on them 


J he To] Mahal 

all ihiv while notlnng has been WTitteii of the 
Wniida, of \irri and the ' Crowm of the World ’’—the 
'I >1 ih. PmuIcv. Tomb built for the fair dead body of 
kiinmmd Ibnioo Begum bv her lord and lover the 
I >"pno, sink blnn In inith, it is difficult to speak 
what h bi'di so oftiu described the charm of w^hich 
Ml, m mxcnhalos. quite mdescnbahle The Tartar 
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tlicre nro Baoh, or Woll-TJooin, and tlio otlier basement 
apailmcnts Mltorelo tlio Eni])eror and liis ladies would 
ref real when the fieire heats of the Indian midsummer 
bad wearied him of stale and them of pra}er m the 
mosque, or of baipains with the mlK nmrrlnnt’s sla\es in 

the MiirJirhi Blia’i un 
lle^eendinf^,” we arc 
told “ at early morn- 
iiuf and followed b> 
attendants with fruits 
and music the roial 
pirti could wander 
il)out the lahirinths 
^itli.vt hone\cnmb the 
q'/V fort 111 this fiirection 

Y wlioM window-j look 

^ on tlu n\fr at the 

i)aM of the palace 
VrriMiie at the Bmli 
till \ ( ould Mvit them- 
siKi'. on cu'-hions m 
the chamberi. that 
„ , surrounded the water 

Sii ui Jew 'n 

of the well and idle 
away the sultry bom's m the manner dwelt on be 
Pei'siau poets ” 

If, indeed, one would realise the pomp and lu\ur\ of 
tins ancient Mogul Court a \er\ just idea may be gamed 
from M Bernier’s account, who \isited Agra durmg the 
reign of Shah Jehan This famous Frenchman errites 
“ The king appeared sitting upon his throne, in the 
bottom of the great hall of the Ain-hi'’ splendidly 
apparelled His \est was of white satm, flowered and 
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ruff'd \Mtli n fine embroidery of gold and silk 
tiiilnn of clofli of gold lia’nng a fowl nTonght 
ii])nn i 1 libo a boron A\bo';c foot v.as co\ercd yitli 
dninonfk of an c\ 1 ra ordinary bignc<^s and price, with a 
irr' ai Onenf a1 lopnx A\lncb may be said to be inatcldcss, 
diininy lil n a liflle <un A collar of big pearls hnng 
al>oii 1 ]))t noolc doA^^l to bis stomach His throne nns 
<~up]M>r<ed In s!^ high pillars, or feet, said to be of 
III (‘-‘-n e gold and set Avith rubies, emeralds, and diamonds. 
] am not able to tell you cither the number or the price 
of till‘d Iienp of precious stones, because it is not per- 
iiiittff] to come near enough to count them, and to judge 
of t Ilf'S! wntoT and puriti Behind him were two pea- 
( fir) t tn ide of precious stones and pearls Beneath this 
ihione tlioio ajpieared all the Omrahs in splendid apparel 
upon I laif-ed ground cosered mtli a great canopy of 
junfif d gold n ith groat golden fringes, and enclosed by a 
f-ilifi bnlnire Tlie pillars of the hall were hung with 
1 pioMries (if junfied gold haAing the ground of gold, 
iiid foi ihe roof of the hall there was nothing but great 
< 1110)111 V Ilf tloNsered satin fastened with red silken cords 
thii Ind big mfts of siP, mixed with threads of gold 
h.tneing on tlicm 


The Tai dlahal 
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llicro me Baoh, or AVcll-Tfooni end the otlier basement 
apaitmenis •^^]le^eto the Einperor and his ladies would 
leticntwhen the ficiee heals of the Indian nudsunimer 
had wearied linn of state and them of prayer in the 
inosqnc, or of barfjaiiis with the silk-inerehant’s slaves in 

the Murhrhi B/irt’iun 
“ Descendin^c ’ we are 
told “ at early rnom- 
iii!X and followed b} 
at tond lilts with fruits 
.iiul nuisie the roval 
partv could wander 
liioiit the labvnnths 
that honevcomb the 
f/jV/ fort in till', direction 
whose windows look 
on the n\er at the 
liase of the palace 
Vrrnins at the Baoh 
the\ could seat them- 
s(l\es on cushions in 
the chambers that 
„ , surrounded the water 

of the well and Kile 
away the sultry hours ui the manner dwelt on by 
Persian poets ” 

If, indeed, one would reahse the pomp and luxury of 
tins ancient Mogul Court a ver\ just idea raav be gamed 
from M Bernier’s accoimt, who \nsited Agra durmg the 
reign of Shah Jehau This famous Frenchman writes 
“ The king appeared sitting upon liis throne, in the 
bottom of the great hall of the Ain-las, splendidly 
apparelled His vest was of white satm, flowered and 
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n fine embroider}' of gold and silk 
luibin na^ of doth of gold, liaA-ing a fowl ^^Tongl\t 
ii]tnn i1 lifie a lioron nJio'^c foot nas coiered ivitli 
di •moiuk of an cxlraordinan bigircss and price, wtli a 
f.r^a1 Orifiital lopaz nlncb may be said to be matchless, 
'limmc bio a little '^un A collar of big pearls hung 
duait ]in neck domi to Ins stomach His throne was 
fiij'portf'd bv si\ high pillars or feet, said to be of 
III , 0 gold and set nsth nibies emeralds, and diamonds 
I nn not able to tell yon cither the number or the price 
of ihn }iea]i of ]-)rccions stones, because it is not per- 
imtfi'd to come near enough to count them, and to judge 
of then uater and puntv Behind him were two pea- 
enr] made of precious stones and pearls Beneath this 
ihioiie there appe,arod all the Omrahs m splendid apparel 
ii]»oii I lai'-ed ground co\ored mth a great canopy of 
pm fled gold mill groat golden fnngcs, and enclosed by a 
mUoi bili‘-tre Tiie pillars of the hall were hvmg with 
1 i]ieqiies of jiuifled gold haMHg the ground of gold, 
Old fin the inof of tlie liall there was nothmg but great 
< mojne'- of flowered sjiim fasfoned with red silken cords 
(lilt ]i 1(1 lup tufts of silk im\ed with threads of gold 
li nienio on them 


T//r Ta-j Mahal 

^el .il1 this ^^]llle nothmg has been w'ritten of the 
011(1(1 of Vcm and the ‘ Crown of the World ’’—the 
'I .1 lb.' l’.',,],.sv Tomb Inult for the fair dead body of 
\iininm(l Bmoo IVinim bv her lord and lover the 
1 mpero, shah b h m In truth, it is difficult to speak 
m vf, ,1 1 , I.ani so (dten descnl.ed the charm of which 
■■'U, m m\,rih(hvs quite mdebcnbable The Tartar 
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princes and princesses from wJioin sprang tlic proud line 
of the hfoguls ^^crc ^\ont m their lifetime to choose a 
piece of picturesque ground, to enclose it iMth high 
A\alls, emhclhsh its precincts ^\lth flower-beds and 
groves of shady trees, and to build upon it a Bnrn-dim, 
a “ tvelve-gatcd ” Pleasure House, vhere they took 
delight during the founder’s life AVlien he died the 
pa^^hon became a mausoleum, and ne\ er again echoed 
with song and music Perhaps the fair daughter of 
Asuf Khan, Shah Johan’s Sultana, had lo\cd this \er> 
garden in hoi life, for her remains were laid at death, in 
its confines, while the Emperor commissioned the best 
artificers of his time to build a restmg-place for her 
dust worthy of the graces of mmd and body which are 
recorded in the Persian \erse upon her gra\o 

In aU the world no queen had ei er such a monument 
You have read a thousand tunes all about the Taj , 
you know exactly — so you behe\e — what to expect 
There will be the gateway of red sandstone with the 
embroidered sentences upon it from the “ Holy Book,’ 
then the green garden opemng a long ^^3ta over marble 
pavements, between masses of hea\w fohage and mourn- 
ful pdlars of the cypress, ranged hke sentinels to guard 
the solemmty of the spot At the far end of this ^^sta 
beyond the foimtains and the marble platform amid 
four stately white towers, you know what sweet and 
symmetrical dome wall be beheld, higher than its breadth, 
sohd and majestic, but yet soft and dehcate m its sweUmg 
proportions and ita milk-wlute sheen Then you pass 
beneath the stately portal — in itself sufficient to com- 
memorate the proudest of prmcesses — and the white 
cupola of the Taj rises before the gaze and reveals its 
beauty — grace by grace — as you pace along the pave- 
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mentcd avenue When <]ic first platform is reached, 
and the full filory of tins snov-vlntc vendor comes into 
sight, admiration, delight, astonishment blend vntli a 
feeling that human affcclion never stniggled more 
ardently, passionatelv^ and triiimphantlv against the 



ol)hvion of Deatli Tlierc is 
one siHtamed harmomous, 
majestic sorrowfulness of 
pride in it from the verse 
on the entrance which says 
that “ the pure of heart 
shall enter the Hardens of 
Hod ” to the small, delicate 
letters of sculptured Arabic 
upon the tombstone which 
tell wath a rehned humihty 
that Alumta? lAIahal, the 
‘ E\aited of the Palace 
lies here and that “ *Vllah 
alone is powerful ” 


Mumtn/ I M \M \l 
(Arjamund Hauoo 


You pace round the four 
sidei> of the milk-white 


monument, pausing to observe the glonoub prospect 
over the Indian plains commanded from the platform 
on that face where Junma washes the foot of the wall 
Its magmtude now astoimds The base of the Taj is 
over one himdred t ards each wav’, and it hfts its golden 
pinnacle tw o hundred and fortv -four feet mto the sky 
From a distance this lov elv and aerial dome sits therefore 
above the horizon like a rounded cloud And having 
paced about it, and saturated the mmd with its extreme 
and irresistible loveliness, you enter reverently the 
burial-place of the Princess ^jamimd, to find the inner 
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vnlK of tho momniicnt o'? much n mnivcl of subtle 
t!) I'low nml cliaMenod light decked iMth delicate 

Y wollrri as ihe c\1onor uas noble and simple On the 
]mr(> surf tee of Ibis Hall of Death and upon the columns, 

Y nub and trollis-uork of the marble screens surrounding 
llm tomb are patientlv inlaid all sorts of graceful and 
( i ibontf mnbellishmcnts— flowers leaves, licrrics, scrolls, 
fttd ‘-f’ntonces— m jasper coral bloodstone, lapis lazuli, 
11 If re om\ turquoise sardonyx, and cien precious 
L"^ms ’tjfireoxcr the exquisite Abode of Death is 
InniiP'd In sjunt^ as delicate as their dvrellmg They 
will not amwer to rude noises, but if a woman’s voice be 
t'enl]! Mued in notes of Inmn or song, its echoes m the 
maibb \ nilt take u]i the music, repeat, diversify, and 
iiuiilifi ii will) St range combinations of melodious sounds, 
M'twK d\iiig .iw.i\ and re .arising as if Israfil, “ who has 
i)io svoi'tesi \oiee of all Allah s angels,” had set a guard 
<il Ills liest celestial minstrels to watch the death-couch 
<il \i|.nmiiid For under the beautiful screens and the 
f oM'ii til Ills wolk of alahnster is the real resting-place 
"1 ilif Lx died One of the Pdace ’ Slie has the centre 
"I ilii enenl.n arei marked bv a little slab of snow- 
nlnif' niiiblf while In her side — a span loftier m 
in mill iiei tine lie was man and Emperor, but not dis- 
pliiine Iiei iiom the jtre-cmmence of her grace and 
!>' mn IS the St, mo winch marks the restmg-spot of 

b'han, liei lord and lt)\cr He has immortalised — 
il h' foiild not juesene .nine for one brief day~his 
!" ' ik - wiie cet the j.athetic moral of it all is written 
m . xMo'liei. iboiiisfrom the //udfcs or “traditions” 
b nin- iltei i.tiiim: the stxles and titles of “His 

'Li> -!v Kine.dKmgv shadow of Allah whose Courtis 

'''"n {on uhom he jmee), This 
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imld 79 a bridge f pfn<i Ihmi over if, hvf build not upon it ' 
Tln‘; iiorld 79 one hour , giie 1(1 viinulcs lo lloj proijrr<i , 
for (he re'll 79 nnscen ” 


12 BrvAUFs 



BF-^ vri-3 


Benares (Kasi) — the Oxford and the Canttrbnri of 
India in one — has been a iit\ of ^anttit\ and learning 
ages out of mind Kapila taught the SaukJu a philosoph\ 
here, Gautama the N}a\a s\Ntem, and Pauini elaborated 
his Sanskrit Gramniar, although indeed, the orthodox 
Brahmans bolie\c that that famous nork came straight 
from the gods centuries before a stone \\as laid of any 
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\ in ciU Boiinro-^ ns }{ stood in ancient days on and 
aEoul Nmintli sMis ccrtamlv older Ilian Alexander of 
Alarerlon for its nn])ortancc and large iiopnlation dreii 
tint her llic Great leaclier of Buddhism, Prmec Siddartha, 
vlnn he had finished his meditations near Gaya Its 
mine mines inidoiihtedlv from the two streams, Barna 
and Asi whicli hound it on the north and south, and run 
mtn tlip preat rn er 

Nieie aic 200 000 souls m this great city, which sits 
on 1 liiph hanh s]o]imp ahmptlv to the water, and is built 
))nnn)wl]\ of a stone material that gi'^cs grey and 
■ubdiied hue to its long sweeping crescent of ghauts, 
i‘iiij»]es stairwais and quais, to a 'Hmdiis eye the 
nohicsi .nid holiest panorama m the world 

\*o one indeed who has ever gazed upon that vast 
lull of hallowed arehitecture can afterwards forget the 
1 of the sirred rit\ as it rises from the shore of the 
tfiiinov m ! leaguedoiig front of countless shxmes and 
<!oso!ed lutlime pl,lC(•^ Thc citN presents to the xnevr 
OIK iiiihinKini bulk of lowds ‘-hnnes chaityas, pilgrim- 
lioiiM*. M. ledtiepv iiingd altars and flights of spacious 
op"' 1 iei\ njlipr vjicit in this chaos of consecrated 
iw n the Men,, of Mime leputed miracle, ancient or 

lliodeiii 
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burned Tlirongs of brown-skinned men and ^\omen, 
of boys and girls, stand waist-deep along tlie bathing- 
stations, whispering their supphcations and pouring the 
holy hrpiid over neck and breast and loosened black hair 
Groups of bright-clad women, led by their Brahman 
gurus, trip joyously down the stairs, from far-off towns 
and jungles, to lay their scarlet, saffron, green, and rose- 
colour sans aside with the ghaut-keepers, and wash their 
innocent sms away m Gunga Big umbrellas are e\ery- 
w'hcre erected m the sand or mud, inscribed with “ Rnm, 
Ram,” and imdcr them, shaded from the sun, family 
parties sit and chatter, or pray m silent accord, amved, 
after immense marches, to be ]a\ed m and sa^ed bj' 
Gimga Sick people he, wistful and wan on charpo}s, 
brought to lier beneficent side, that they raaj hear the 
ripple of the “ Great j\Iother,” and feel the healing wind 
blow from her waves Some of the \ isitors are “ purdah 
women,” who would never lay aside their \ eils and step 
outside the curtam except imder protection of the sacred 
simphcity of pilgrimage Some are old and feeble, 
weary with long journeys of bfe, emaciated b\ maladies 
saddened from losses and troubles , and the morning 
air blows sharp, the river waAe rims chilly Yet there 
they stand, breast-deep m the cold n\er, with drippmg 
cotton garments chnging to their thin or aged limbs, 
visibly shuddermg under the shock of the water, and their 
bps blue and quivermg, wbile they eagerly mutter their 
invocations None of them hesitates , into Gunga they 
plunge on arrival, ill or well, robust or sickly, and ladle 
the holy bqmd up wnth small, dark, tremblmg bands, 
repeating the sacred names, and softly mentioning the 
sms they w'ould expiate and the beloyed souls they 
plead for ' I hope it is really true, as I watch these 
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(]r\ouf .TTul ■'lincniig women, Uvat “all tlic^ prayers 
wliicli .ire tillered come somolvow to the cars o£ Kcsliav 
] look a most int ore'll mg ttalk through the city on 
ilm dnt after our ^ ot .age upon the rn er, m the agreeahlc 
cocielr of a dam gentleman of high rank and. many 
a(eo)iiplnhmciil=i the Ea]a Sivaprnaad, CSI The 
h na la a cood Saii'ilcrit and Arabic scholar, and deeply 
ter-ed in the ])hilosophies and liistories of his country , 
while a long experience m public affairs has added 
}'rHiKal sagacity to the kindly disposition and gentle 
l"ne<s characteristic of the Swetambara Jams, whose 
li^iefs are closch alau to Buddlusin The Baja is 
the ]>nneijial iiatne personage of Benares, after the 
M ihaiajah and illustrates in lus amiable household the 
(olcr.nil sjunt of modem Hinduism lus wife being a 
^ iidniavile and his sj^ier a Jam bke himself We 
dime llnougli the chief bazaars of the city as far as a 
< imago can go This is not a long way, for all along the 
edgr- of ihe ri\or-slo])e the hoh metrojiohs becomes a 
Idoimih of inirow l.ines where e\en a palanqum can 
h.ndh ]>i^s 1 hreadmg these on foot amid a crowd of 

lown^inon jiilgnms sacred bulls and cows, flower and 
dnyiic seller^ gosiius priests and brightly clad women, 
VI tiT'l Msued the lumse of a a cry wealthy banker and 
nu n li ml hollowed bi two armed senants, the Eaja 
mjijii'd f mnluirh mto the abode and led the way upstairs 
1" ihi> room of our Hindu capilabst After pleasant 
> "UN n-, It mu ujinn llie slate of trade, a door cowered 
' nh ilvei pi (lev .uul siuds was ujiened with three keys, 
Old th( In lie .1]) in mein became iimudated by a dazzling 
to.id oi L'uhi md silk liMtihs, embroidered cloths and 
me ( tsliuuie sluwh of marvellous make, texture, 
Jippuv fur imuccsses, turbans for kings, and 
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chohs glittering intli gems and gold lace , nlnle from the 
same receptacle “the A\cnlt]i of Omni/ and of Ind ” 
was snddejilj and splendidly illustrated by the pro- 
duction of n i\]iole heap of necklaces, armlets, bangles, and 
chains of tlic most costly ]e\\els Benares is always 
ncli, because good Hindus — r\hen they ha\e amassed a 
fortune — come Inther to end their days, brmging their 
gold niohurs and rupees with them But it has only 
been under the strong British Baj that a Hmdu merchant 
can thus safely store up and displa} his opulence ' 

Arrived at last upon a spot near the Burning Ghaut, 
w'here another httle group of dead lay silently, with their 
rigid feet laved b}’- the nmnmg water, I asked, rather 
abruptl}’’, “ Did these h\e before their recent evistence. 
Raja, and wall Heaven grant them to hve again 7 ” 
The good Jam settled himself against a carved pillar of 
Auraugzebe’s mosque, and quoted in Sansknt those 
hnes of the great Bhagauid-G'ild, which sa} 

“ ‘ He IS unknown to whoso think the^ know , 

And known to whoso know thej know Him not ’ 

“ The true truth m aU languages transcends e\pression ’ 
No words can teU w'hat the informed soid knows and 
feels , but for w ork-a-day purposes it is enough to 
beheve — as we Jams do — that the hfe of these dead men 
was the outcome of former births, and that as they have 
passed this existence well or ill so must their next hfe 
be surely moulded ” The Ea]a was, m fact, fnU of 
dehghtful stories and deep philosophies He told me of 
a rebuke admimstered to Sher Shah by the Moslem poet 
Malik jMuhainmad The Emperor, hearmg of this 
vcrse-WTitor’s renown sent for him to Court The poet 
came — a man of gemus, but a weaver by trade — poor. 
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ill in Mith n grolcsqne face and eyes that 

•^qiiinl'-H ^'licr Slinli broke into a loud laugh of 
riihnih' a1 the unprepo'i‘iC'i‘-ing appearance of the 
iianMrel u]ion uluch 31ahk Muhammad said gravely and 
M\<rtb “ Do ^ou lauch oh mv loid ' at the Creator 
or at uliat lie ha^ created ? 


ytr of The Light of ' 

It not l'lm<lui‘^m vluch — to nn mind at least — 
flni'fh eon>-oernte=. Benares The dmne memory of the 
founder of Buddhism broods over all the countr}’' 
liMe.ibnuts and pisf as tlie walls and buildings of 
' IS] aie full of old Buddhist stones caT^ed yith 
<-\iiibols and legonds of his gentle faith so is the land 
noith and smith famous wph the passage of Ins feet, and 
so (te (he ichnridus and social thoughts and wa 5 ’S of aU 
t)/is Jlmdii jieople st.-jfjjppd mth the impress of Ins 
dot tunes tlodern Brahnnmsm is reallv Buddhism m 
I Sliistiis robe and sacred thread fshiinlairacharya 
m<i ins ])ri(siv, p\])(>ljod the brethren of the yellow robe 
fioin IntJi.i but the spirit of .'sakt a-Muni’s teachmg 
liinniietl nniiinished just as 



174 


SFLECTIONS FROM ARNOLD 


JIotisG , w]iGrc Jig incditatcd liis doctmiGs during sis 
yGars, and -silicrG lie pulilicly taugJit tliGin , and wliere 
Jus liody uas luiniGd It all lies, roiiglily speaking, inside 
the three or four liundred miles between Biisti m Oudh 
and Biiddlia-Gaya in the Lower Provinces, winch tract, 
varying somewhat m scenery and races, includes four 
sites 

The four sacred Buddhist sites alluded to are Bluiila, 
wdiich is the ancient Kapila\nstu, the place of his birth , 
Kasia, that of his death , Samath, near Benares, which 
IS the ancient Isipatana, where he preached, and 
Buddha-Gaya, where — upon a spot knoivn to a rood, to a 
yard, of groimd — this lofty and tender teacher elaborated 
in sohtude that statement of behef which, rightly com- 
prehended, IS so full of love, of hope, of peace, and of 
philosophic truth Bhiida, now almost certainly identi- 
fied wnth Kapilavastu, is to-day a tangle of brick and 
stone mins, where gaps m the moimd which was once a 
city wall mark the gates whereby Siddartha rode forth 
to contend with the Sakya princes for the loie of 
Yasodhara, and to witness those sights of age, sickness 
and death which filled his heart with “ the stiU, sad music 
of humamty ” There are to tins day, m that district, 
the lakes from which he drank , the fields where he 
W'atched the labours of the Indian spring-time , the 
]imgle where the jambii tree shaded his prmcelv head , 
and, most significant of all, that distant new of the 
ranges of Himalaya which, it may be beheied hfted Ins 
sold to lofty thoughts, by the majesty and mistery of 
the sliinmg peaks, which seem at once to shut m the 
world and to supply a jiathwav to heaien From his 
earthly paradise in that spot beyond the Gogra the yoimg 
prince fled , and one may identify and ride over the 
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\T,r,,n rnrr ho cw<^cd on his ^sa} southard, 

,.M,. nr raid mlh ndd indigo tiger grass, and thorn 
|,U ]ir- I'liuli ]in pal lent feet trod 
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mnin irafTic of tlic bn/anrs still passes Tlic name and 
memory of tlic Sultnn’s Hindu queen ha\e bow ever, 
faded away, and this tboroughly Jlohamnipdan city 
bears a Moslem appellation Outside its grey and wliite 
walls runs the rncr jMoosi in stony channels which are 
filled w'lth a turbid flood during Ihe rains but at other 
seasons trickle feebly with a chain of ‘^hallow pools, 
wliere eleplinnls bathe and the town washing is 
clamorously done This rocky stream is '^panned b} 
tlirce broad bridges separating the Hindu suburbs from 
the towTi proper, wherein all — or almost all — is 
klohainmedan in character The long, whitewashed 
streets of the capital, with their shop-fronts formed b\ 
Saracenic arches the mosques occurring at frequent 
intervals , the tall sculptured minarets seen constantH 
rising above the city roofs the signboards beanng 
Persian, Arabic, or Hindu inscriptions the names of the 
shopkeepers, and the multiplicity of beggars on the 
mosque-steps and at tlic gatcwa\s gi\c the general 
impression of a sort of Indian Damascus or Cairo This 
is mtensified by the busy tlirong blocking up the main 
streets with a perpetual tide of hfe for here one secs 
perpetually the suow'-w hite turban of the true behe^ er ” 
min glin g wnth the red tarboosh of the Mohammedan 
negro and the green caftan worn by the Syed, or the 
Hadji, w'ho has made his pilgnmage to Mecca 

The main streets exhibit more \ arieties of the Indian 
races, and, it may be added, more elephants, than tho^e 
of any other city from Peshawur to Comorin You see 
the Arab, short and square with Ins silver-hoimd match- 
lock and daggeis , the black-faced Sub , the Pohilla, 
wnth blue caftan and bluudeibuss , the Pathan , the 
Afghan, dirty and long-haired , the Eajput with his 
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of nnrl hi<lc Pcrsinn'^, Boldiara 

TM- . 'Mnflrn‘;=cc‘; Pnr^cc'? nnd other? 

1 ) i‘ |i ijiiilTlion pnps armed os hos hcen said, to the 
t.\u 10 1])0 Moimuh 1 o the hack and legs, to the neck 
Mid ]if 'd Til truth It IS liardlv less the fashion to ?\car 
jii'to!' '•nlirf-' daceers cuns and spears m Hyderabad 
"tiiu i'> r irr\ umhrell is in London At the gnard- 
llif* \T.ih tronjicr-' rMth long matchlocks held 
'p- i\ i^i Ilf tv con the hiecs and cotton fuses smoking 
'I |i' rfiuno ’dndnn “ gentleman as he rides do??!! the 
iii/MT <-trokc‘- hi*' mou^^lachcs ?nth the blade of his 
* ? Oft] ihr riolilf on In"' elephant lays his crooked tuhvar 
Hjii t Ins 1 nof'v ihf meci^enccr goes do??Ti the street 
? oil ill' I'lfoT utneli he 1^. In dell? er ctuck into the sheath 
III In'- '-ihoj h iftci] tmfc the dealer squats at the shoe- 
luni ?Mili I hipfiil of jinignards rattling against Ins 
iu]i<< nui f\fr\ fifth ni si\th diop scUs ?veapons 
'I In \ iifih I ipital gi?c‘- the ide-a of liemg ready to go off 
ii II toiuli niUi lininiiil ,iiul ie\(ilu 1 ion It is, ho?ve?'er, 
I'lih an I'll a ainl thfnioh i]ic jKijnihce has decidedly 
an iii'lf poiidt nt ii(( iiidciv\ nnnncr not ?Mtnessed 
' I ' ' hf n 1 in K n n'l '-igii nf luibulcncc or an?’ positnm 
?' Ill) ol f i\ lilt \ i)mi I ( Diilil iioiif I and broils are said to 

hi lit iiigul n mill (pK IK \ 
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1/]' for our jilrositif ro])n 4 In tlic moon ami the 
fi , f,,, (c vfll In colonrrd lnm)n wa'? that which 
'( r< 1 IViIn (If'-criliC' nlicn he M'^ited Qiiccn Rudrama 
]), Mil >1* f-'*- ‘ There he certain lofh monntams 

Pi iiul nlion the rams tafl \\lnch he very 

}u \ tlif* vjkrs eome roarinp dovm them in hnge 
inriii! lini itie rain'^ are o\cT and tlic waters have 
( I p' d to fiov 1 !k\ ‘'Carch the heds of tlic torrents and 
foui ]iV'!itr of dnmoinR In mmmer al'=^o there are 
|ihri) ^ to fi' fonttd in the'-e hills but the heat of the sim 
1 iir it tint it ‘^carrels possdrle to go thither” 

I ill 11 ill' old ir.i\ oiler also tells Rmhad’s storv of the 
I p'h'- Old tlif ytinls of nnillon Tasermcr too, came 
I'ltlin foi dniHoitds uud noticed as inanv as sixty 
tlmii nid jKojilo in 'ind about the district engaged m 
dp ' 111,*' foi ilifiii 1 ho Koh-i-noor was one of the famous 
'■)•>}» thus d)wo\(.ml and doubtless there are many 
no].!< p\.t \<t to t,o uneaithed m the \ncmity , but 
fit. .111. s,, ’Ills lost tothf-ii jiieeiso nhorea bouts and the 
1 ' 1 M)"v li'd di.itnond found n.is the “ Xiram,” vhich, 
dt. 1 I ].< IS nit h id i.islih sj,),„|^red it bv a blov on the 
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and endinntcd Princes of the Thon^cnid and One 
N'lqhO so often take rojiosc in ” tombs ” 

Tlic royal colour of Hyderabad is yellon, and the 
ro 3 "al flag is a banner of tlie same hue nith a circular 
disc m its middle Pcojilc ha\c taken this for an image 
of tlie moon, or a shield, but it rcalp represents a 
chupatty or cake of bread A\1icn the first Isizam ^\as 
setting forth on a dangerous expedition one of liis holj' 
men gave him the loaf ^\hlcll he ^^as eating “ for luck,” 
and the King carried it with the army throughout a \er} 
successful campaign Ever since that date the Nizams 
have borne the hulcha, the figure of the saint s loaf, upon 
their standards, winch was floating o\cr the Chahar 
Minar j\I Thevenot m 1GG7 described that central 
edifi.ee of the city in terms which cannot be llnpro^ed 
upon He says “ ^^hat is called ‘ Four Towers ’ is a 
square building, of which each face is ten fathoms broad 
and about seven high It is opened on the four sides b} 
four arches, four or five fathoms high and four fathoms 
wide, and every one of these arches fronts a street of the 
same breadth as the arch There are tw o galleries m it 
one over another, and over all a Tewass which seiw’es for 
a roof, bordered wuth a stone balcony , and at each 
corner of that bmlding a decagone tower ten fathoms 
high, and each tow er hath four galleries, the whole being 
adorned wuth roses and festoons prettily cut ” 

14 Finxl 'Words 

HercAMth my hasty and imperfect notes come to a 
close I can only plead that they faithfullv record our 
sjiecial experience, which Avas one of constant dehght and 
satisfaction We brought goodAViU to ineba, and leave it 
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1\PL\ r.lMSlTfD 

X I,li tiint cofKhMll (loiiWod niid trcWcd I myself liavc 
fo„i)d iindimc l)u< fncndlmess and conrlcsy among tlic 
( runiilo- millions of this land from strangers, tomisfolk, 
P'T-TTits cpnnnis men n omen, and children , I have 
viim'^f'd n llionsnnd instances of simple virtues — of 
(liirif^ r)f domestic afTection of natural courtesy, of 
min ri'iit mndcst\ of lionast dignity , of devotion, of piety, 
of Llsd liiiman life— lia\e encountered grace and good- 
in'‘ III ]ia‘-smfz as one cncouiit-crs bright birds and fair 
fi(>\ OT' Jin-\e more tlian m m’\ old years of service, 
Ilf f Miiir' midoared to this kindred and cmlised population, 
1 lifet' mtelhftnal and religious history is so noble, and 
ill' [m.irdwinliip of whose pence and progress is Great 
Hriiaiii <- jiroude^t charge I mvsclf quit for a second — 
11' ili.qis fdi ,a last tune the shores of this beautiful land, 
fi'iin wliidi 1 earn the wealth of so many nev and 
]ir'f Kills fiiondslups Hindu and Mohammedan, but if 
ili't'e impie'-sions ajqiear as they mav, too hopeful and 
t" 0 ]iuti,d oi e\on indeed presumptuous — my defence 
I If ilh I eonfe'-sion ffir 1 declare mvself not so much her 
lii'ud IS hei !(U(‘i 1 h'Txe nu heart belund me m 

1' iMiiL' llf'-i" Indiin peojiles who ha\e taught me, as I 
w mdeied amona them that manners more noble 
ni'l geiiili' liMimne more modest and profound, loyalty 
iiKiit MiKeie lelmoment more natural and sweeter 
nnjiln ilu ^ of life nul lo^e and dutv exist m the lensrth 
'"I'l In. i.ltli fif Ibitidi than c\en I had gathered 
'i"ii. m\ old exjuiieme^ before India was “ rexrsited ” 
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Sl'.LEGTIONS I KOM AEKOLD 


15 A^ Adipu 

India farewell * I shall not see again 

'J'hy shining shores, thy peoples of the Sim, 

Gentle, sofl-inannered, by a land word won 
To such quick kindness i O’er the /Vrab mam 
Our flying flag streams back , and backwards stream 
M}' thoughts to those fair open fields I lo\e, 

City and village, mnidan jungle grove, 

The temples and the riv'crs ' ^lust it seem 
Too great for one man’s licart to say it holds 
So many many Indian sisters dear 
So many Indian brothers ? that it folds 
Lakhs of true friends m parting ? Nay ' but there 
Lmgers my heart, leav e-takmg , and it roves 
From hut to hut whispenng “ he knows, and loves ' ” 
Good-bye > Good-night ' Sw eet may your slumbers be 
Gunga > and Kasi ' and Saraswati ' 

March 5, 1886, 

S S Sion 
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sE^^' ENGLISH READERS 

JLLl ’^TRATED 

, U' V rics of Readers, on the Direct Method 
of I caching I.nglish, for Indian Schools 


'inif’r ] - — oi ilplnlitl hook 4 as 

iniot II ci\ lt^son<?,mosli) in dnlogue form 4 as 

ador 1 t'-\ Minpk Ics^-ons man\ dialogues 5 as 

j(]oi n — ] I'l li*- nns, iwth simple narratneierse. 

1 1 l/'wins \tn mgninm.nnndcomposUion 8 as 

.uln 111 'simple k scons and cas3 mi ratue \erse , 

1 I" m j ninnnr and composition 12 as 

'idol IV ' 1 ' cenne mostU on Indian subjects , 
nn')i Ml ' ftoiii cniidTid .lulhors, mosilj mrra- 
' '' 1 "'onc m pimiini and composition R i 
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L'ilftU s \of( 

1 HI \cw I n^lisli R' It II _li 't mooIs ontiniic the 

senes of Nl\\ I luhsli Ki ulir lor I'lni t < nsst'- intended 
nuinl) lor us( in I oAtr "iionilis ".i hou s 1 ht. st\le is a 
little more icK uk td md ino>t • ' i. K sson-. iri ’oiietr 

Tlie Icn'ioni on liiriLhi\< tu n writ cii ti\ Mr D Dewar, 
the well known ornitnoln.isi tin. lit't ii\ n_; 'iu.hont\ on the 
subject, winch his Iilld \tr\ htin. notaal hitherto m Readers 
for Indian schools, altho'uh it luures hre,eh in Readers for 
schools in England 

The accounts ot the tirsi ten Inmin \ ( s, those gallant 
soldiers who fougdit tor the kng anel t le 1 nifnre in 1 ranee 
and hlesopotainia, will nodouRt be weleumed b\ Indian Iioes 
So will the poem by Sir Heiir) Newbult on ''ir ILrtab Singh 
and the verses b\ the two pitnotie Muhanuntdan noblemen, 
Syed Hussein Bilgrami ami Nuimui lung, ts well as the lines 
of the gifted poetess Sarojmi \ iidu and the prose poem b\ 
Sir Rabindranath 1 agore, one of the greatest ot the sons of 
India 
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